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CEDAR ROCK — The woman 
who turned in her own gun after 
being shot while walking says 
she feels like her case is not 
being taken seriously, after law 
enforcement alluded to the possi-
bility of her shooting herself.

Hayley Rich 
said she was 
walk ing f rom 
h e r  h o m e , 
toward Lenoir, 
when she was 
struck by a bul-
let on Tuesday, 
Sep t .  27 .  on 
the 2500 block 
of Wilkesboro 
Boulevard.

R i c h  s a y s 
i nves t i ga to r s 
b e g a n  q u e s-
tioning her while she was still in 
severe pain and crying when one 
of them told her “there’s a big 
difference between saying some-
one shot you and saying your 
gun accidentally discharged.”

Rich says she is con�dent the 
bullet came from another source.

“I was walking towards Lenoir 
because I was going to buy a car. 
My husband has a truck but he 
was out, so I thought I would just 
walk there,” she said. “As I was 
walking down the road, I was on 
Facebook Marketplace (a page 
where individuals can sell things) 
and I heard a car coming behind 
me but didn’t think anything of 
it.”

Rich says shor tly after she 

heard the car, she heard a loud 
bang, followed by a �ash of light, 
and then felt pain in her arm.

“I couldn’t give a description 
because I didn’t see the vehicle,” 
she said. “I was paying attention 
to me and what just happened to 
me instead of looking around.”

Rich said she was carr ying 
the gun in her 
purse due to 
the fact that she 
had a large sum 
of money in her 
purse that she 
planned to pur-
chase the car 
with.

“ I  gave the 
gun to the first 
r esponder  t o 
double check if 
it had gone of f. 
It’s a semi auto-

matic and it would re-chamber 
itself if it had gone off and it did 
not,” Rich said, “They couldn’t 
�nd a shell casing in the purse, 
on the ground around me, 
nowhere.”

Rich also detailed that there 
were no holes in her purse, and 
she believes there would be if 
her gun went of f inside of her 
purse.

“They also dusted my �ngers 
for gunpowder residue as soon as 
they got there, so I don’t under-
stand how that doesn’t solve it 
right there.”

“I can say with 100% certainty 
that I did not shoot myself,” Rich 
said. “I don’t know that it was a 
random shooting, but there is the 

possibility that it was.”
Rich is asking anyone in the 

community or nearby area to 
come forward and repor t any 
details that may help the case 
to the Caldwell County Sheriff’s 
Of�ce.

“It irritates me that they (inves-
tigators with the Caldwell Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Of�ce) aren’t taking 
this seriously,” she said.

“It would make me feel safer 
if they were putting ef fort into 
finding this person instead of 
making the focus of the inves-
tigation on if I shot myself. 
Somebody tried to kill me,” she 
added.

Rich said she has gotten an 
attorney to assist her with her 
complaints sur rounding the 
investigation, and that she would 
like to thank the family who 
offered her assistance by getting 
her to a safe place during the 
incident and calling 911.

Capt. Aaron Barlowe with the 
Caldwell Sherif f ’s Of fice said 
testing the dusting of Rich’s �n-
gers is not something the sher-
if f ’s of�ce has the capability to 
do locally.

“We have to send tests off to 
the State Bureau of Investigation 
and that can take an extended 
amount of time to come back,” 
Barlowe said.

When asked about what other 
progress has been made on the 
case he said, “the investigation is 
still ongoing.”

Reporter Candice Simmons can be 
reached at (828)610-8721

‘Somebody tried to kill me’
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LENOIR — After a year-long COVID-19 
induced hiatus, Caldwell County Schools will 
present the 18th annual Hall of Honor induction 
ceremony on Monday, Oct. 18, at 7 p.m. at the 
JE Broyhill Civic Center to celebrate graduates 
who have made signi�cant contributions to their 
profession and community.

Due to the cancellation of the induction cer-
emony in 2020, inductees selected for both the 
Class of 2020 and the Class of 2021 will be rec-
ognized at the event, according to Libby Brown, 
the Caldwell County Schools public information 
of�cer.

Brown says safety protocols will be observed 
in an effort to maintain a healthy celebratory 
environment.

The following will be inducted into the Cald-
well County Schools Hall of Honor:

CLASS OF 2020
• Dr. Carmen Wendelle Icard Teague
• Thomas Evan Capshaw (posthumous)
• George W. Petrie, Jr. (posthumous)

CLASS OF 2021
• Neil T. Annas
• James W. (Bill) Oxford
• Dr. Mark J. Poarch
• George T. Crowell, Jr. (posthumous)
Tickets are on sale for $10 each through Octo-

ber 13, 2021, at the Education Center, located at 
1914 Hickory Blvd., SW in Lenoir. The recogni-
tion program began in 2003 and since then, 84 
Caldwell County graduates have been inducted 
into the Caldwell County Schools Hall of Honor.

Reporter Candice Simmons can be reached at 
(828)610-8721

County schools 
announce hall of 
fame inductees
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G A M E W E L L

The �oating students at 
Gamewell Elementary school 
weren’t experiencing early 

Halloween spookiness, rather it was 
an engineering activity disguised as 
�ying fun.

The Hovercraft Project is a 
large-scale, team immersive S.T.E.M. 
(science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics) and CORE (a 
curriculum that focuses on hands-on 
learning) integrated project, where 
students work together to create 
a �eet of fully functional, safe and 
reusable hovercrafts, according to 
Adrienne Dula, the school principal.

“When I was principal in Catawba 
County, we did this program for 

multiple schools there so I brought it 
here,” she said. “It’s awesome.”

Dula says in addition to the 
academic bene�ts the project offers, 
it also builds the self esteem of 
children, as well as team working 
abilities.

“Two years ago we had it, and 
then COVID hit so we had to put it 
on hold, but we brought the project 
back this year with the support of 
the Ed Foundation and Blue Ridge 
Electric ,” she said.

Dula said most students say that 
it’s the best day ever.

“They’re having fun and they 
don’t even realize that they’re 
learning at the same time,” she said. 
“It’s great.”

Reporter Candice Simmons can be 
reached at (828)610-8721

“I can say with 100% 
certainty that I did not 
shoot myself. I don’t 
know that it was a 
random shooting, 
 but there is the 
possibility that it was.”

— Hayley Rich

Students use leaf blowers to glide through hands-on learning

Gamewell Elementary School students Boston 
Shipton, left, and Josh Perkins work together as 
a team to move the hovercraft.

Gamewell Elementary School students 
Kaitlin Beall, left, and Laila Garvin are sur-
prised as the hovercraft they are on lifts 
up on a layer of air trapped underneath.

THE HOVERCRAFT PROJECT

Students at Gamewell Elementary School ride hovercrafts in the 
gym as The Hovercraft Project with Matthew Chase directs them 
on which way to go.
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