
Letterof Supp ort far filerte L' Jeffries

My name is Ramon Trevino Jr. and I am 59 y-ears-of aqe' I am a retired law

enforcement officer and r rive 
"i'alg 

Riprey i; 'sfr Antonio, Texas, 7s212' My

terephon* nr*uli'i, zio-zgs-9d17. r read LnI *rii" tne Engrish language and I

am giving this statement on my own free will and aocord'

I wish to state that I am a Marine corps cornbat veteran serving in the Republic

of south vietnam from nugusiiirgod untir 6&lLliot 1970' During that time I

was invorved in numerous combat operatign" ".J 
survived many rife and death

experiences. r ;;; *"ny aeattrslni iniurie" to *rny ferow Marines and many

qf it*"L*ift1i,T,H$'ii:"fr; ? J 
06 recoiless rine squad leader with

H&s companv lbo i"coiless Rifle pratoon, i"o elttrlion Fifth Marine Regiment

of the 1*r Marine Division. our tacticar area of ,""ponsibility was in the An Hoa

vailey appro*ini"tet; bt mires'=oufi.,*est of Da Nang. our operations area was

cailed the phu Ngans in the fnr"" puc Distrti netw6en An Hoa and the Liberty

Bridge at pnr,-om. ouring in. month oi- F.uruary r received relief re-

enforcements for my gun squao iro 
"re 

of tne *"n in tlris rerief group was PFc

Merle Jeffries.

up to this time I learned througho.ul Ty |ime 
in a combat zone that survival for

my men anC nl'alp""q*d. "" 
ilpid aepnyment and response and aggressMe

ac.tion against enemy attacks and insurgrn"y. i trained my men in this fashion

and they complied with evety;p""t ofnin"t t-hey learned from me'

rn rate February our Battarion moved on the Duc Duc district againsl the enemy

3d sapp", e.Iiion 
"no 

.rements of the R-20 Battarion and the 2nd Battalion of

the 3688 NVA Army. These ;;;; 
-etementr 

ot irr" main enemy units we had

fought againsi oliilti operatio; M;ri Fean in November and December of l eGB'



In these series of batiles, our znd Battarion drove the enemy towards the song

vu Gia River through grmi hJ; vi*es- 
'nav ioo Recoi*ess Rifre squad

spearheaded tnese aisaurts *'itr,'or'. ,".oittess Ine'mounted and deployed from

atop the Amtrak; tn; ;*ied *r'*"", "H ?,;**uniiion. 
we encountered stiff

enemy resistance where *" ,*doiOLO eight 9n;*t kills as well as terrific enemy

counter nre. on';he ra"t rnoriiie ""*"itt"o 
our Amtrak tripped several enemy

anti-Personnel boobY traPs'

At this time Fox company.was with us and we signared their ha* while we ran

CIver the area and exproded ;;;;y ry:by.trapsls.we 
cculd' The explosions

were 
'oud 

but the brasts *"r"-"oro16"o uy 
-th; ffick and we avoided injury to

ourselves.

when we absorbed as many of these bogby traps a: Ye could we signaled Fox

to advance but to remain on_$;il"k" or oii'nil,rtr:member the area still

rittered with booby traps ana i instructed my men to remain on the Amtrak and

not venture out. dflrey ha! to reave for personar rerief they were to remain on the

iirtrt made bY the Amtrak'

After Fox company came in and set up their defensive perimeter they remained

on our tracks wnicr, had carvJ iut their p"ri*.i*i io"rtion' As we settled in for

the evening severar men trippli *oo no,;nv J"o- *.o iniured' Again our Amtrak

ran over the kno* exproding *ii" oi tn" noo-uy traps and giving the Marines more

room to maReuver. As we **tti$ in again #;i#*.d tiom itop of our location

the commanding ofiicer, .;t radio opltltt- '-d his siaff conversing

approximatery zti-to ?s.T"I.iJ t" *i r"ti iiont. we saw they w9re perilouslv

crose to a bobby trap just 
io. 

ih; iight frnt. w" cailed and ye[ed at them to warn

them but befoi6 tn6y.oylg il*; thev **iJ il;]rferl were four or five of

them, then tnl uast, and *ref ;h"y ;;16 dod.i xn", two or three of them died

that day. It was very traumati" .nd the imag" i" 
"iirr 

very v]yio. Because of heavy

fire we began receiving ail around our perimeter we were onry abre to safely

medi-vac the wounded Mariies. rrre o*-,ers'i'rrJ oi"d immediatlfi were placed

inside our Amtrak and ttrev-remained therefor what seemed two or three days

until we were able to drive the enemy ,"rorr'tne river into the Arizona in the first

days ot Marcf,-ig69-- I relive'inJ"ntib ordeal in my dreams still'



with the enerny freeing aeross the riven rve were fina*y abie to toad the

deceasea marinel inio 
"heoi-iac "r,opp"r 

once that was done our assault on

the enemy expanded. We undlrtoof ine enemy under !t"'oy fire from my

reco*ress rifle. we fired ,ppro*ilr't*rv tinv lod-reioilless rifle rounds consisting

of Beehive, High Exprosiv* ,ntiirnrl Ino nign Exprosive penetrating rounds' our

Reco*ress ninJ'waI overneat;.g ;i ry* inat ihe breech of the weapon was

white hot and ;"'fir;. A*,orgh ile risk for oui rounds exploding in our face was

so great and imminent *" *niinu"J nring. r diaii even have tb press the firing

mechanism; the rounds were 
"ooiing 

oJf ls ";; "" 
*" rocked the breech' That

was how pressing the situation was ind how 
"ngty 

we felt for our dead marines'

our battalion pursued the enemy across.the song vlGia River north into the

Tam Ky districr more ,o**oiiy'.rrt"u the-Arizoia Territory. This valley ran

approximatery 
--26'-'mir"" fr;' ia; southwe=t*rn Ilp .to its northeast tip

aoproximately ten to fifteen *il"" iio* o"r.rr"g. unoffitially this became known

a5'op"t"tion Muscogee Meadows"

The enemy infiltration routes ran down from the eastern mountain ranges from

cambodia into this vast and remote u"ir*v. -ir-,:::*, 
seemed to be

everywhere. we saw many cJ*u"{ n"", death experiences-in this valley' Fire

was toud and constant. My rr*rri"g ;r* *o"tty J rind by tlf time' we had no ear

protection tor-t'lie louo blasts of our *""pon", th; enemy fires, our battalion

counter-fire and our ai*uppo* tir". ou, polilid"i-**r" aGcked spontaneously

and our repty fire was deriveiJ ""ry 
rrqidry for our survival. our ears received

no consideration and we rerii"a io'o"dtoy'*iinout having to depend upon oral

communicatioJs. a*; recoilress rifle was pre-toaded and our ranges \fr.ere pre-

set. I wonied about PFC #fries r'earing'blslnt"'u* !: *'= my loader and

was croser to the rifle back urr"itnrn in*-otnrr three men in the squad' He never

comprained though, he rnew wnat it took to 
"u*ire 

and he went out 100% on

ev;ry firing mission we undertook'

ln late May of 1969, my squa{ cale under heavy enemy mortar fire and

because of our position we cluH not couniEi-nre. Enemy mortars landed not

more than a few feet from me and my men'rna tn* noise from their blasts was

astoundingly'i;;d;d. or"rn"rring- on" ?f *y men was injured but the men

never left their gun positiol. inJy absorued ihe enemy shrapnel and blasts

throughout the attack, on" of in** Lu*n snie-riing our high explosive rounds with

his bodY.



Altheugh the enerny mortars fen as if they woutd land right on our backs

through [r," in"r*a"ing .swooch" sound they made as they came down on us,

PFC Jeffries, PFC Clouse, PFC Morales, and PFC Gonzales displayed

astounding bravery and courage by remaining at their combat positions poised

for an opiing to return the enimy tire which never came. Instead, I ran over the

hill to our other gun position thai was pinned down from enemy small arms. I

could see the m6*ar'rounds the enemy was firing on my gun position on the

opposite side. The gun crew manning this other gun position was crouched

insiOe their hole reflsing to come out and load their recoilless rifle for me.

SuAaenry and surprising$ PFG Jeffries was with me. Under heavy fire he loaded

while I dilivered heavy Rie on the enemy, Neither he nor I had ear plugs.

The following morning eight enemy bodies were brought into the perimeter-

There were numerous mortar fins around my men where the explosions hit in our

midst the night before. I counted at least eight a few feet from our high explosive

ammunitionlnd where our heads laid the night before. PFC Gonzales, shielding

our recoilless rifle rounds, received a head wound'

No, we had no ear plugs. The Marines at Hue City, our former squad leaders,

had no ear plugs. W6 were issued no ear plugs and if. w.e lad them they would

have been tbstifre very first day of attack. Survival and deployment was. th9 key

to live, our ears were very low priority. To halt the war in the heat of battle to

insert ear plugs was certain death.

I've read this statement. lt is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and

belief.
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State of Texas
County of Bexar

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 20th day of i{arch 200-8 bY

to Ee.

a4gc Q.>'Q6.s-
CYNITTIAA" FLOBES

MYCOMMISSION BGIRES

Augu$7' 2008

Ra)rmood Trewinor Jr- Personal-I-y knorrn

Sign


