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By Michelle Smith

There’s talk that this is going 
to be a record year for the snake 
population. But in Virginia it’s 
just that—all talk, according to 
John Kleopfer, state herpatolo-
gist with Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries. 

“There’s no evidence to sup-
port that. It’s pure speculation,” 
he said. 

Kleopfer attributes the rumors 
in large part to news stories that 
have gained a lot of traction. An 
NBC12 News segment reported 
that experts say this snake season 
is already shaping up to be one for 
the books. The segment included 
an interview with one of those 
experts, Richard Perry, owner of 
Virginia Wildlife Management 
and Control, a company that 
offers an on-call snake removal 
service.

Perry told the network this is 
one of the worst seasons he has 
seen and said he’s already getting 
a lot of calls. He cited warm spells 
early in the year and the fact that 
we have had a lot of rain. Perry’s 
claims have since been re-quoted.

“[Perry] may be responding to 
more calls. But that’s probably a 
product of them promoting their 
company and more people know-
ing where to call,” said Kleopfer. 
“And of course social media is 
exacerbating that claim because 
more people are able to post pic-
tures when they find snakes. But 
there’s no science whatsoever 
behind saying that snake popu-
lations in Virginia are increas-
ing due to weather patterns” and 
there’s no official data to support 
those claims. 

Overall, the contrary is more 
likely true, Kleopfer explained. 
When considering all snakes pop-
ulations on a statewide basis, you 
are probably looking at a decline 
for several reasons, including 
road mortality. “Cars are killing 
thousands every year and people 

are also killing snakes,” he said. 
“But these animals do go through 
boom and bust cycles. For exam-
ple, you may have a drought year 
when there’s a lower level of food 
sources like frogs, so there may 
be fewer snakes around.”

Most snakes in the Northern 
Neck are harmless. There are 
common species like garter 
snakes, brown snakes and 
worm snakes. There is 
the Eastern Rat snake, 
which has a wide 
variety of nick-
names including 
being called the 
Chicken snake, 
and there are 
Black Racers.

W h i l e 
there isn’t a 
p o p u l a t i o n 
boom per 
se, warmer 
weather is here 
and snakes will start 
appearing more.

Specialist discusses ‘scary’ snake season

Is it as severe as 
some stories say?

By Jackie Nunnery

R e s i d e n t s  a t 
Commonwealth Senior 
Living in Kilmarnock have 
been looking “Back to the 
Future” with a monthly dis-
play featuring historical pic-
tures, artifacts and manne-
quins costumed for each time 
period.

Evon Smith, Program 
Director, has been work-
ing with staff, residents and 
community members to put 
together the monthly displays. 
Starting back in January, they 
began focusing on a decade, 
beginning with the 1910s. 
Each month, a character is 
created, complete with name 
and costume, all done with 
the participation of and “lots 
of input from the residents,” 
she said.

Seniors reminisce with 

historic displays

See Looking Back, page 5

Photo by Marca ClarkLucas Wigfield portrays Didi Snavely in “Greater Tuna.”

‘GREATER TUNA’

By Colston Newton

Probably the best recommendation 
the current Westmoreland Players 
production, “Greater Tuna,” could 
have is that the New York Times’ 
theater critic hated it in 1982.

The critic, Mel Gussow, said 
“‘Greater Tuna’ arrives Off 
Broadway after popular engagements 

in Houston, Hartford and Atlanta, 
which only proves that some peo-
ple will laugh at anything.” Well, 
Northern Neck folks aren’t New 
Yorkers and they laughed through 
the Players production from start to 
finish. As Larry the Cable Guy might 
say, “I don’t care who you are. That 
right there is funny.”

Residents and staff work 

together to create detailed 

costumes almost entirely 

out of paper.

Westmoreland Players 
bring community laughter

See Greater Tuna, page 6

By Colston Newton

The Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern annual Kentucky 
Derby party has become a regular rite of spring in 
Heathsville. On Saturday, this event lived up to its 
billing as the ultimate spring event with clear weather, 
warm air, and a happy crowd.

From left to right, Heather Young, Lauren Vimski, Erin 

Merkin enjoy the sunny day at the  derby party.

By Michelle Smith

Rappahannock Community 
College selected Dr. Shannon L. 
Kennedy of Shelby, North Carolina 
to serve as its fourth president. She’ll 
step into the role in early July.

Kennedy was chosen from over 
70 applicants. “Shannon has more 
than two decades of higher education 
experience with a heavy emphasis 
in academic affairs and workforce 
development training,” said Glenn 
DuBois, chancellor of Virginia’s 
Community Colleges. 

Beginning her career at Gardner-
Webb University in Boiling Springs, 
NC. in 1996, Kennedy is currently 
executive vice president of Cleveland 
Community College in Shelby.

Rappahannock Community 

College announces

new president

Leader for 
learning

See Leader, page 5

By Richard Burrell

Stephen McKeever, the VDOT rep 
for the region, introduced George 
Bowman, the new superintendent for 
the county the Westmoreland Board 
of Supervisors  and the community.

Bowman was among the supervi-
sors that aided the county in its recov-
ery after what was left of Hurricane 
Michael charged through. Previously 
a supervisor in the Hampton Roads 
District, Bowman was enthusiastic 
about his new posting, already having 
a list of assignments at the ready. 

VDOT’s
new member

See VDOT, page 5

See Snake Season, page 2

Off to the races!
Annual Kentucky Derby party brings 

the community together

See Races, page 2
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77°/58°

Saturday

83°/66°

Sunday

88°/72°

Adorned in colorful clothing, one of the Bolivian dancers performs in the Grand 

Feature Parade.

POTOMAC RIVER FESTIVAL

BY MICHELLE SMITH

“I went from Prince Street to Kings 
Highway,” said Debbie McCoy, owner 
of LET’em EAT CAKE. 

McCoy moved the business from 
Tappahannock to Montross, cutting 
costs and hoping to get better expo-
sure.

Bakery 
comes to 
Montross
Tappahannock store 

moves to Westmoreland

See BAKERY, page 4

BY RICHARD BURRELL

Many have been getting excited 
over the prospect of a new high 
school, and speak of the benefits that 
such a new facility can bring, but a 
few folks remain skeptical.

Closing the gaps by 
lifting students’ spirits

New school, 
new ideas

See IDEAS, page 8

BY SUZY PIETRAS-SMITH

A beautiful dawn greeted the volunteers of Colonial 
Beach’s waterways, roadways, and beaches as they col-
lected litter on Saturday morning for the Eighth Annual 
“Save the Bay Day.”

At the end of the day everything from coolers to a 
“Drug-free School Zone” sign to numerous cigarette butts 
were found by the volunteers. Members of the community 
from Vice Mayor Robin Schick who organizes the event to 
members of the local Girl Scouts gathered trash throughout 
the town.

On behalf of the Virginia 
Sheriffs’ Institute Sheriff 
Balderson had the privilege to 
award scholarships to Ms. Ireland 
A. Douglas and Ms. Emily G. 
Holden. “I am extremely proud 
and excited to have two county 
residents receive these schol-
arships to assist in furthering 
their education,” said Sheriff 
Balderson.

The VSI awarded 93 schol-
arships totaling $91,500 across 
the state to students pursuing a 
degree in criminal justice while 
attending a Virginia college or 
university. Full time students 
received $1,000 and part time 
students $500.

Ms. Douglas will be attend-
ing Liberty University and 
Ms. Holden will be attending 
Shenandoah University.

‘Clean the Bay 
Day’ a success

See SAVE THE BAY, page 2

Virginia Sheriffs’ Institute scholarships awarded

Sheriff C.O. Balderson (middle, presented Ms. Ireland A. Douglas (left) and Ms. Emily G. Holden (right)

with a scholarship to help them pursue their careers in criminal justice.

BY RICHARD BURRELL

Imagine a world without cancer; a world where the 
dreaded disease does not cut people down or end a per-
son’s life. Every year, nationwide, the Relay for Life and 
American Cancer Society work on bringing us closer and 
closer to that goal.

Fifty relays, including the one held last Saturday at 
Washington & Lee High School’s football field, are set up 
nationwide, with over 3 million people taking part. The 
Northern Neck Relay for Life has been running for over 
30 years now, and for the last four, it has been in among 
the top five Relay for Life events per capita in the nation. 
The Relays also help fund just shy of $9.5 million in cancer 
research grants in the state. While the subject was somber, 
the mood was the exact opposite. Instead of being mired in 
pity, the attendees were hopeful of the future the funds they 
raised could help bring.

Two guest speakers were on hand at the start of the relay: 
Virginia Representative Rob Wittman, and Montross Town 
Manager Patricia Lewis. Both had had their lives upturned 
by the disease; Lewis losing her mother in 2018 after a 
three-year struggle with lung cancer.

“Everyone here has been affected by cancer,“ Wittman 
said, “but I believe that we will see a cure for cancer within 
the next fifteen years. We will understand what causes it, 
what triggers it; whether it’s the proteins in our body, our 
genetics we were born with, all of those are important, and 
what you do today will make a difference in peoples’ lives. 
What you do today will result in a cure for cancer. What 
you do today will result in people being able to have can-
cer detected early so they can be more effectively treated. 
I want to thank you for what you’re doing today to make 
sure that we can prevent and cure cancer, not just today, but 
throughout the year.”

Lewis’ message was a fair bit more somber, but no less 
important.

“Nobody is immune. Cancer has affected us all in some 
way, whether it’s us, our friends, our family, or our co-work-
ers. It’s a disease that does not give up,” at this point, she 
regaled those present with the story of her mother, and how 
she had endured shingles, pneumonia, broken vertebrae, 
and ultimately a collapsed lung before passing in 2018. 
However, much like everything else the day had been 
about, her message changed from one of sorrow to one that 
looked forward to what the funds raised could bring about.

Celebrating 
miracles at
Relay for Life

Locals collect litter all around town 

to help protect the environment

The community comes together, 
working to end cancer for good

See RELAY FOR LIFE, page 7

Watch out 
for bears
Several reported bear 

sightings through King 

George County

See story on page 4

A concerned citizen took this photo of a 

bear located in King George.

BY RICHARD BURRELL

Nothing gets people stirred up and 
taking notice quite like talk about 
changes to tax laws. This was the case 
in last month’s Town Council meeting 
in Montross, as a fair number of peo-
ple, including former councilman Larry 
Wheaton, had showed up to voice their 
concerns on the subject.

The whole thing started back in April, 
when the Town Council let it be known 
that they would have a public hearing on 
removing the cap on real property taxes. 
Presently, the town’s property tax can-
not exceed 10% of whatever the county 
government sets. By removing the cap, 
the town government would be capable 
of raising or lowering the rate as they 
saw fit. As the mayor had noted in April, 
the cap removal is not a tax increase in 
and of itself.

Montross Town tax cap hearing 

and vote scheduled this month

Town tax cap discussion

See TAX CAP, page 8

BY SUZY PIETRAS-SMITH

A public hearing will be held on 
Wednesday, June 19  at the Colonial 
Beach Town Center on the proposed 
increases to the water and sewer rates 
in the town.

Currently, those hooked up to the 
town’s water system pay $235 a quarter 
for both water and sewer. The proposed 

increase will bring the rates to $305 per 
quarter.

As meters come online, the town is 
working on updating rates based on a 
minimum plus usage. The last infra-
structure bond, or loan, that the town 
received was used to update water pipes 
throughout the town.

See TOWN COUNCIL, page 4

Water rates may increase

See story on page 2

Photo from King George Public Animal 

Shelter’s Facebook
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Schoolhouse museum 

known as “The Hidden 

Jewel of the Northern Neck”

Northumberland High 
School (NHS) principal, Dr. 
Travis Burns, and school 
counselors, Sarah Henry and 
Hailey Kitchen, were among 
the presenters at the 92nd 
Annual Virginia Middle 
and High School Principals 
Conference & Exposition 
held June 23-26, 2019 at 
The Renaissance Hotel in 
Portsmouth.  The three pre-
sented on the role of school 
counselors in promoting 
healthy relationships and 
improving school culture. 

The Annual Expo and 

Conference is sponsored by 
the Virginia Association of 
Secondary School Principals 
(VASSP). VASSP, founded in 
1906 – incorporated in 1974 
– is the seventh largest school 
administrators’ organization 
in the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals’ 
state affiliation network. 
VASSP offers professional 
development opportunities 
for its members than any other 
state educational organization 
in the national network.  Dr. 
Burns is currently president 
of the organization.  His term 

began on July 1, 2019 and is 
effective until June 30, 2020.  

VASSP also recognizes the 
Virginia Outstanding Middle 
and High School Principals of 
the Year on an annual basis.  
This year VASSP recognized 
King George High School 
Principal Dr. Jesse Boyd as 
the 2019 Outstanding High 
School School Principal of 
the Year.  Prior to joining 
King George County Public 
Schools, Dr. Boyd served as 
principal of Rappahannock 
High School from 2007 to 
2015. 

Northumberland High School principal and 
counselors present at state conference

A major storm washed out 
Courthouse Road last year and also 
caused the Rappahannock Concert 
Association to cancel its scheduled 
concert by The Four Freshmen. Last 
week, the road reopened and Saturday 
night the Freshmen appeared at the 
rescheduled concert.

The Freshmen performed to a 
packed hall in the Northumberland 
High School auditorium. A good many 
of the audience were probably alive 
when the Freshmen were formed in 
1948 but the first Freshman hit they 
likely remember was their biggest, 
“Graduation Day,” released in 1956. 
The group, which over the years has 
included 25 different performers, has 
been making records and appearances 
for 70 years.

Saturday, Bob Ferreira on drums 
and singing fourth lead, Tommy 
Boynton and Steve Malvey on guitars 
and singing second and third leads and 
Jo Gaines on trumpets and singing 
third lead made up the group. Ferreira 
has been with the group for 27 years. 
Gaines is the newest member. He’s 
been with it two years.

The Four Freshmen created a new 
genre of group singing in the late 
40s by taking the original barbershop 
quartet and sliding it into jazz. Since 
band leader Stan Kenton picked up 
the original group and helped make it 
popular its brand of harmonizing has 
influenced other groups ranging from 
The Beach Boys to The Manhattan 
Transfer.

In Saturday’s concert the group 
harmonized through favorites such as 
“Laura,” “Give Me the Simple Life” 

By Colston Newton

The Freshmen jazz things 
up in Northumberland

Travis Burns, Jesse Boyd, James Lane - recognition 
of Dr. Boyd.

Bluegrass Festival in full swing

In 1869 a school for freed peoples 
was established in Northumberland 
County by two anti-slavery activists 
from New England- Caroline Putman 
and Sallie Holley.  The original build-
ing was a one-room schoolhouse that 
was constructed by members of the 
black community who lived in and 
around the Lottsburg area.  It was 
operated as a private and often inte-
grated school, admitting underpriv-
ileged people from all ethnic back-
grounds to enable them to learn to read 
and write.

Robert J. Diggs

SHARING THE WEALTH

Volunteers harvest surplus daylilies.

Heathsville man sells daylilies to 

beneit St. Stephen’s outreach programs

The Freshmen enliven a crowded house.

See DAYLILY, page 2See FRESHMEN, page 2

See SCHOOL, page 2

See PRINCIPAL, page 2

It doesn’t happen every year but when Bill Kirby 
realized he had around 800 mature daylilies in the patch 
he cultivates in Heathsville, it was time for a daylily sale 
to benefit St. Stephens Episcopal Church’s outreach pro-
grams. The sale on Saturday in Heathsville was a roaring 
success.

“We sold 500 clumps,” Kirby said. “We made about 
$2000.”

Kirby has been cultivating daylilies for about 25 years 
and makes hybrid by taking the pollen from one plant 
and putting it with another. The seeds produced grow 
into hybrids. 

By Colston Newton

Holley Graded 
School 
welcomes 
visitors to 
historic site

Despite the rainy weather, com-
munity members from all around 
gathered to enjoy the music echo-
ing throughout the property of 

Historic Mount Airy at the  annual 
Bluegrass Festival on June 28 and 
29. Headlining Friday’s show was 
local band Josh Grigsby & County 
Line and Carolina Blue. Historic 
Mount Airy was visited by locals, 

come-heres, foodies and music-
lovers alike.

Truly a Northern Neck tra-
dition, the Bluegrass Festival 
donates a portion of the festival’s 
proceeds to the local non-profit, 

Friends of the Rappahannock 
who state, “We work to educate 
everyone about the river and to 
advocate for actions and policies 
that will protect and restore the 
Rappahannock River.”

BY BRITTLYNN POWELL
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ation option and would 
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walkers and bikers

d of Supervisors discusses the 

budget, animal shelter and more

What is going 
on in Richmond 
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The Northern Neck News, Westmoreland 
News, and the Northumberland Echo, some of Virginia’s 
longest-running newspapers, have been providing 
community news for the Northern Neck 
region since 1879. The newspapers enjoy a 
broad-based local support and loyal readership. 
As the Northern Neck’s award-winning newspapers of 
record, they provide their readers each week with a variety 
of community news, sports, and local government affairs. 

As the primary news source for readers in the area, 
the NNN, WMN, and NUE are also the strongest print 
advertising vehicle for businesses seeking to target 
the diverse Northern Neck region. Despite their long 
and rich history in print, these papers have dramatically 
increased their use of technology to quickly get readers 
the information they want and need in a variety of forms. 
The text alerts system allows cell phone or email users to 
receive short, timely updates with the forecast of the day’s 
weather, traffic reports, and breaking news, in addition to 
newsletter updates. 

The newspapers’ websites, 
www.northernnecknews.com, 
www.westmorelandnews.net, and 
www.northumberlandecho.com 
feature portions of articles in the papers each week, as well 
as breaking news reports and even videos shot by local 
reporters at Northern Neck events.
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Welcome to the Northern Neck of Virginia

We hope you’ll stay awhile. Make sure to pick up a copy of the Northern Neck news, Westmorland News, and 
Northumberland Echo to read while you relax in this beautiful, historical, rural community. 
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ADVERTISING RATES

DEADLINE: Mondays at 10 A.M. All ads must be approved
by Monday at 2 P.M. for upcoming Wednesday edition.

Open Display 
Rate

National Legal Display
Classified 
Display

Business 
Directory

Non Profit
Classified 

Liners

$15.63 $18.57 $12.46 $15.63
$43.71
per week

$13.44

$21.24
up to 14 words, 
then $1.51 per 
word over 14

Below are rates per column inch, for black and white advertisements.
Choose your frequency commitment and the size of your advertisement by the week. No other discounts on advertising 
or Internet services apply. Color, Business Directory premium upgrades and other advertising package features are not 
included in a la carte pricing. 

Covering Richmond County and Essex County ▪ Circulation: 4,266
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Our Graphics Department will design your ad at no additional charge!

FREQUENCY & VOLUME DISCOUNTS

6X/375” per year 12X/750” per year 24X/1500” per year 48X/3,000” per year

$14.54 $14.21 $13.98 $13.55

COMBO RATE
Reach more readers in our other publications.
Ask your multi-media sales consultant for details.

Camera ready art preferred formats:
PDF, EPS, TIFF, Adobe InDesign (packaged), Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator.
We do not accept files from software programs other than what is listed above.

COLOR CHARGES

Up to a Quarter Page Quarter Page Half Page Full Page

$35 $50 $100 $200

$8.09 per column inch for each paper.

What is a volume discount?
The more you advertise, the more you save. Rates for multi-week and high volume advertising listed below.

Color is better.
Color images are more memorable than grayscale. Make your advertisments stand out with color!

Advertising design is always free.
You don’t need to hire a costly agent to design your ad. Let us create an advertising design that will draw those potential 
customers right to your door!
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Open Display 
Rate

National Legal Display
Classified 
Display

Business 
Directory

Non Profit
Classified 

Liners

$14.86 $17.37 $11.04 $14.64
$43.71
per week

$12.51

$21.24
up to 14 words, 
then $1.51 per 
word over 14

ADVERTISING RATES

DEADLINE: Mondays at 10 A.M. All ads must be approved
by Monday at 2 P.M. for upcoming Wednesday edition.

Below are rates per column inch, for black and white advertisements.
Choose your frequency commitment and the size of your advertisement by the week. No other discounts on advertising 
or Internet services apply. Color, Business Directory premium upgrades and other advertising package features are not 
included in a la carte pricing. 

Covering Westmoreland County and King George County ▪ Circulation: 2,573
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6X/375” per year 12X/750” per year 24X/1500” per year 48X/3,000” per year

$13.55 $13.38 $13.06 $12.62

Our Graphics Department will design your ad at no additional charge!

FREQUENCY & VOLUME DISCOUNTS

COMBO RATE
Reach more readers in our other publications.
Ask your multi-media sales consultant for details.

Camera ready art preferred formats:
PDF, EPS, TIFF, Adobe InDesign (packaged), Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator.
We do not accept files from software programs other than what is listed above.

COLOR CHARGES

Up to a Quarter Page Quarter Page Half Page Full Page

$35 $50 $100 $200

$8.09 per column inch for each paper.

What is a volume discount?
The more you advertise, the more you save. Rates for multi-week and high volume advertising listed below.

Color is better.
Color images are more memorable than grayscale. Make your advertisments stand out with color!

Advertising design is always free.
You don’t need to hire a costly agent to design your ad. Let us create an advertising design that will draw those potential 
customers right to your door!
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Open Display 
Rate

National Legal Display
Classified 
Display

Business 
Directory

Non Profit
Classified 

Liners

$10.71 $12.68 $8.27 $10.60
$43.71
per week

$9.39

$21.24
up to 14 words, 
then $1.51 per 
word over 14

ADVERTISING RATES

DEADLINE: Mondays at 10 A.M. All ads must be approved
by Monday at 2 P.M. for upcoming Wednesday edition.

Below are rates per column inch, for black and white advertisements.
Choose your frequency commitment and the size of your advertisement by the week. No other discounts on advertising 
or Internet services apply. Color, Business Directory premium upgrades and other advertising package features are not 
included in a la carte pricing. 

Covering Northumberland County and Lancaster County ▪ Circulation: 1,543
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6X/375” per year 12X/750” per year 24X/1500” per year 48X/3,000” per year

$10.27 $9.95 $9.72 $9.39

Our Graphics Department will design your ad at no additional charge!

FREQUENCY & VOLUME DISCOUNTS

COMBO RATE
Reach more readers in our other publications.
Ask your multi-media sales consultant for details.

Camera ready art preferred formats:
PDF, EPS, TIFF, Adobe InDesign (packaged), Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator.
We do not accept files from software programs other than what is listed above.

COLOR CHARGES

Up to a Quarter Page Quarter Page Half Page Full Page

$35 $50 $100 $200

$8.09 per column inch for each paper.

What is a volume discount?
The more you advertise, the more you save. Rates for multi-week and high volume advertising listed below.

Color is better.
Color images are more memorable than grayscale. Make your advertisments stand out with color!

Advertising design is always free.
You don’t need to hire a costly agent to design your ad. Let us create an advertising design that will draw those potential 
customers right to your door!
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Newspaper pages are divided into 6 columns. ROP (Run of the Paper) advertisements are 
sized using columns for width, and inches for height. These illustrations show some of the 
most common ad sizes, measured in columns X inches.

SIZES & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS

FULL PAGEVERTICAL HALF PAGEHORIZONTAL HALF PAGEQUARTER PAGE

STRIP AD 2 COLUMN ADS 3 COLUMN ADS1 COLUMN ADS

1 X 2

1 X 5

1 X 8

6 X 2

2 X 2

2 X 3

2 X 4

2 X 5

2 X 8
3 X 5

3 X 4

3 X 3

3 X 10.5 6 X 10.5

3 X 21 6 X 21
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1....................

2...................

3....................

4...................

5....................

6....................

ROP Column Widths

1.7361”

3.6389”

5.5417”

7.4444”

9.3472”

11.25”

ADVERTISING SIZE CHART

Classified/Legal Widths

1...................

2..................

3..................

4..................

5..................

6..................

7..................

8..................

1.2604”

2.6875”

4.1146”

5.5417”

6.9688”

8.3958”

9.8229”

11.25”

Newspaper pages are divided into 6 columns. Classified pages are divided into 8 columns. 
These tables list the actual inches associated with column width for ROP and Classified/
Legal ads.
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Public Notices (also referred to as legal notices or 
legal ads) in general circulation newspapers are 
fundamental to a free society, a permanent and 
verifiable record that the public was adequately 
informed about decisions taken or about to be 
taken.

Each week our papers publish several public 
notices about events, conditions or actions that 
affect individuals, neighborhoods and businesses 
of the Northern Neck and surrounding areas.

Public Notices pages appear every week in 
our newspapers and are searchable 24/7 on 
our websites. In the newspapers, a banner 
with artwork, a definition of public notices 
and why they are important heads the page(s). 
An individual template may be designed for 
municipalities so that readers immediately 
recognize whether the ad invoices their 
community. Public notice pages are listed in 
the index of both newspapers, and house ads 
throughout the paper help educate readers 
of the importance of public notices and where to 
find them in their paper.

Public Notice advertisers may purchase frequency 
contracts and enjoy the same discounts available 
to retail advertisers. An affidavit with tear sheets 
to verify publication is mailed to public notice 
advertisers upon request following the last 
insertion date. Billing statements are mailed the 
first of each month.

CLASSIFIEDS & PUBLIC NOTICES
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PACKAGES & SPECIALS

Be sure to check with your Multi-Media Sales Consultant
for more advertising specials throughout the year!
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By Karen Kagey

It has been said that every per-

son is born with a special tal-

ent and through luck or circum-

stance, those who get the chance to 

explore their innate talent are fortu-

nate indeed.  Mary Lloyd, a recent 

graduate of St. Margaret’s School 

in Tappahannock, is one of those 

fortunate ones whose talent was 

discovered early in her life. Lloyd 

began drawing faces at an early 

age, and today she is an accom-

plished portrait painter with a twist.

“I’m pulled toward drawing and 

painting people’s faces, but want 

my art to be a bit on the surreal 

side,” Lloyd said. “I don’t twist or 

distort my subject’s face, the eyes 

and ears are all in the right places, 

but I do like to change the clothing 

or skin tone of, say, an arm or leg to 

reflect and/or  become a part of the 

landscape in the background.

By Michelle Smith

Bids for town work

Bids for the sidewalk work in 

town were due Wednesday. Town 

Manager Joseph Quesenberry 

told the council members he 

could either report back with 

the options or they could autho-

rize him to accept the lowest 

bid. Worst-case scenario, the rate 

will be equal to or less than the 

price discussed at last month’s 

work session, he said. 

Both contractors Quesenberry 

had previously spoken with said 

they could start work two to three 

weeks after being awarded the 

project, and he told the council 

he would like to have this project 

underway ahead of Warsaw Fest. 

Ralph Self said the project 

is something the town is going 

to do for certain and he knows 

Quesenberry will use his best 

judgment. He proposed that they 

authorize him to accept a bid. 

Ogle Forrest agreed that that 

was the best way, and said it 

would allow the project to pro-

ceed without further delay. The 

council granted Quesenberry the 

authority to proceed.

The world through different eyes

Recent St. Margaret’s 

graduate pursues her 

passion for art

See Art, page 2

Mary Lloyd like to put her own unique twist on her paintings.

By Michelle Smith

Warsaw Town Council passed 

an order officially thanking Dr. 

Elizabeth “Sissy” Crowther for her 

15 years of service as the presi-

dent of Rappahannock Community 

College and recognizing her life-

long dedication to improving the 

lives of others.  

Mayor Phelps described RCC 

as “a gem of the Northern Neck” 

and read a resolution that cited 

Crowther’s contributions, noting 

that under her leadership the college 

underwent substantial renovations 

and expansions and has been recog-

nized for many endeavors, includ-

ing the financial expansion of the 

Educational Foundation. 

Crowther, who was seven days 

into her retirement, said she had 

spent the day on the tractor disking 

the land on her farm but had cleaned 

up to attend the council meeting.

“I can’t thank you enough,” she 

said. “I have loved every minute 

of being at the college. To be able 

to come back to the college where 

you are from is really an amazing 

thing that doesn’t happen a lot. And 

I couldn’t have asked for better part-

ners. You all have been wonderful. 

It’s been a great relationship with the 

town,” she told the council.  

Fifteen years of service

Warsaw Town Council 

thanks Rappahannock 

Community College retiree

Dr. Elizabeth “Sissy”Crowther worked hard to improve students’ lives.

Elections, 

bids and 

updates

Warsaw Town Council 

discusses upcoming 

changes

See Town Council, page 2

By Michelle Smith

CDI Head Start said goodbye to 

its modular units at Essex County 

Elementary School. They were 

demolished last Tuesday to pave 

way for a new structure.

The organization started consid-

ering new facilities in June 2017.

The condition of the modulars 

had reached the point where the 

ongoing repairs cost more than the 

structures were worth, said Brad 

Hall, director of maintenance at for 

Essex County Schools. CDI Head 

Start worked it out that they could 

make the replacement this year and 

summer was the ideal time, allow-

ing a fresh start for a new school 

year.CDI Head Start to 

start Essex school 

year with a new 

building

Out with the old, and in with the new

By Michelle Smith

County Administrator, 

Morgan Quicke asked the 

board for permission to 

look into developing off-

road, 10-foot wide trails 

for walkers and bikers. 

Phase I of his plan is a 

¾ mile trail along the by-

pass from the intersection 

of Scott Town Road and 

Rt. 3 down the bypass, 

up Community Park Road 

and finishing at the Fair 

Grounds. Phase II would 

be from the Fair Grounds 

to the YMCA. Ultimately, 

he proposes five locations, 

including Rappahannock 

High School, Warsaw 

Town Park and the space 

formerly  referred to as the 

Bottom.

Quicke said these types 

of trails are really popu-

lar, would offer residents 

a great outdoor recre-

ation option and would 

be an attraction for indi-

viduals looking to move 

to rural communities. 

Additionally, one land-

owner has already agreed 

to give the county the 

30-foot easement it would 

need in front of his prop-

erty.
However, Quicke said 

these trails are expensive. 

Looking at comparable 

projects around the state 

suggests Phase I could 

cost between $300,000 

and $500,000. Since that 

isn’t a project the county 

can fund with its own 

money, this plan needs to 

be primarily grant-funded. 

Supposedly, there is a lot 

of grant money available 

now, making this a good 

time to get started.

The board gave him the 

go-ahead to pursue grants.

Pedestrian trails may 

be making their way to 

Richmond County

Trails for area 

walkers and bikers

Board of Supervisors discusses the 

budget, animal shelter and more

What is going 

on in Richmond 

County?

See story on page 6

OWN THE WEEK!
YOU CAN DOMINATE THE WEEK
in  PRINT and ONLINE with:

•	Front	Page	strip	ad	6c	x	2”,	color
•	Desktop	Billboard	on	Home	Page
•	Mobile	Billboard	on	Home	Page
•	Email	Blast
•	Social	Media	Post	on	Facebook

Get Customers

ATTENTION!
Limited availability

*No long term contractONLY 
$415

Call today

804-333-NEWS
MORE audience now than any time in our history!
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ONLINE DISPLAY ADVERTISING

Be SEEN

with online 
advertising!

Get more exposure with online advertising.

www.northernnecknews.com
www.westmorelandnews.net 

www.northumberlandecho.com

About our websites
www.northernnecknews.com, www.westmorelandnews.net, and www.northumberlandecho.com are the community news 
and information websites for the Northern Neck area. Available upgrades with our premium packages include a digital 
subscription to the newspaper, featured positioning, e-newsletter sponsorship, e-blast digital ad, additional category listings 
and key words, banner and business profile with photographs and logos.

Rectangle - 300 X 250 pixels

Leaderboard - 728 X 90 pixels

Skyscraper - 300 X 600 Mobile Banner - 320 X 50 pixels

•฀Leaderboard ads 
appear on the top 
of every page of the 
website.  

•฀Skyscraper ads 
appear “above the 
fold” on every top-
level page of the 
website. 

•฀Medium Rectangle 
ads appear “below 
the fold” on every 
top-level page of the 
website, and on the 
full story pages in the 
right-hand rail of the 
story. 

•฀Mobile banners 
appear at the top 
of mobile website 
pages.
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E-BLASTS
Reach more customers with email marketing.

Social media?
We do that, too!

Email Blasts are sent out 
to over 10,000 opt-in email 
addresses in our area. 

Ask your Multi-Media Sales Consultant 
about your approved posts on one or all 
of our newspapers’  Facebook pages.
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1

Keep the numbers of  these
locally owned businesses on
hand for all  of  your service

and shopping needs.

2017/2018
Business 

& 
Service

DIRECTORY
A HANDY REFERENCE GUIDE

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE NORTHERN NECK NEWS, WESTMORELAND NEWS, AND NORTHUMBERLAND ECHO

RiverViews
Summer 2019

Brought to you by Northern Neck News,

Westmoreland News, and Northumberland Echo

HometownConnections
2019 Guide to the Northern Neck

and Surrounding Counties

ESSEX • RICHMOND • LANCASTER

WESTMORELAND • NORTHUMBERLAND

Living 50+Brought to you by the Northern Neck News, Westmoreland News, and Northumberland Echo

We’re more than just newspapers.
Our readers look forward to our special 
sections throughout the year.

From RiverViews Magazine to the Business 
& Service Directory, you’re sure to find an 
audience for your message in the pages
of one or all of our special publications.

RAIDERS INDIANS TROJANS RED DEVILS DRIFTERS EAGLES

Brought to you by Northern Neck News, Westmoreland News, and Northumberland Echo

2018 Fall

SPORTS
INSIDE:

FALL SPORTS 

ROSTERS AND

SCHEDULES!
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SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS - SIZES & PRICES
Tabloids

RiverViews

Northern Neck Hook

Calendar

Hometown 

Connections

Special tabloid-sized publications inserted into the newspaper, ie. Fall Sports, Spring Sports, 
Graduation, and Senior Living.

A slick magazine published twice a year. RiverViews has been a Northern Neck tradition 
for over 25 years.

Our most anticipated tabloid of the year, reaching tens of thousands of 
readers in the Northern Neck.

Each advertiser gets one small ad for every month of the calendar year, and one large ad on 
one month of the calendar year.

Also known as the County Guide, this slick magazine contains contact information for 
county services across the Northern Neck, and is a mainstay on readers’ coffee tables 
the whole year-round.

Eighth Page Quarter Page Half Page Full Page Inside Front/ 
Back Cover Back Cover

2 col x 2.75”

4.92” x 2.75”

2 col x 5.5”

4.92” x 5.5”

4 col x 5.5”

10” x 5.5”

4 col x 11”

10” x 11”

4 col x 11”

10” x 11”

4 col x 11”

10” x 11”

$145 $268 $435 $625 $656 $670

Eighth Page Quarter Page Half Page Full Page Inside Front/ 
Back Cover Back Cover

2 col x 2.25”

3.75” x 2.25”

2 col x 4.75”

3.75” x 4.75”

4 col x 4.75”

7.5” x 4.75”

4 col x 9.75”

7.5” x 9.75”

4 col x 9.75”

7.5” x 9.75”

4 col x 9.75”

7.5” x 9.75”

$182 $328 $491 $717 $753 $768

Eighth Page Quarter Page Half Page Full Page Inside Front/ 
Back Cover Back Cover

2 col x 3”

4.75” x 3”

2 col x 6.25”

4.75” x 6.25”

4 col x 6.25”

10” x 6.25”

4 col x 13”

10” x 13”

4 col x 13”

10” x 13”

4 col x 13”

10” x 13”

$192 $346 $495 $725 $760 $775

Eighth Page Quarter Page Half Page Full Page Inside Front/ 
Back Cover Back Cover

2 col x 2.25”

3.75” x 2.25”

2 col x 4.75”

3.75” x 4.75”

4 col x 4.75”

7.5” x 4.75”

4 col x 9.75”

7.5” x 9.75”

4 col x 9.75”

7.5” x 9.75”

4 col x 9.75”

7.5” x 9.75”

$182 $328 $491 $717 $753 $768

Small (one on each month)

1.3976” x 1.1972”
$350

Large (one on a random month)

7.5079” x 1.1972”
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Insert Advertising
Pre-print insert rates are for total distribution of the trade areas of 
Lakeway Publishers of Virginia publications. Total distribution, zip 
codes breakdowns are available on request. Rates for page counts 
exceeding 32-page tab equivalency, add $10/per 4 page increments. 
We do not accept Brokered Advertising. Pre-prints with page 
weights exceeding newsprint may be subject to a surcharge equal 
to the applicable mail rate. Allow for 2% waste. Single sheet inserts 
should be on 70lb stock or greater. Allow 4% waste for single sheet 
inserts. Inserts must be shipped to printer and received a minimum 
of one week prior to publication. Inserts must be stacked on pallets 
or neatly boxed with appropriate shipping information, including 
newspaper’s name inserting the pre-print; advertisement’s name; 
quantity of pre-prints per shipment; and insertion date.

NNN, WMN, NUE
C/O Narrow Passage Press
18084 Old Valley Pike 
Edinburg, VA 22824

540-459-4000

Single sheet 8.5 x 11 or smaller

4 page tab

8 page tab

12 page tab

16 page tab

$67.55/M

$92.87/M

$100.02/M

$108.53/M

$116.40/M

Pre-Print Insertion Rates:

Preprints must measure minimum of 
5”x6” and must not exceed 11”x11”
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How much does an ad cost?
This question is easily answered once we know the details. 
When we know your business and marketing goals, we 
can design an advertising package that will fit your budget. 
Combination packages are available. 

What is your circulation?
Northern Neck News- 4,266
Westmoreland News- 2,573
Northumberland Echo- 1,543

When are your advertising deadlines?
The deadline for legal advertisements is 12 Noon on Fridays.
The deadline for ROP and classified ads is 10 A.M. on 
Mondays. For special sections deadlines, please call your 
advertisement representative. 

Can I have a proof of my ad before publication?
Proofs are intended for checking prices, spelling, and 
corrections. 

What position or page is the best for my ad?
Readers tell us that they read or papers from cover to cover. For 
maximum exposure, it’s best for your ads to be placed ROP or 
“run of paper.” Your ad rotates weekly throughout the newspaper 
and guarantees the widest audience.

What credit cards do you accept?
Visa, Mastercard, Discover, and American Express

Can you bill me for advertising? 
Upon receipt and approval of a completed credit application, we 
happily will bill your advertising cost to your account.

When does the paper come out?
Our papers are published every Wednesday. 

Is there an extra charge for design?
No; creative services, layout, copy writing, and campaigns are 
free to advertisers.

How should I send my ad copy?
You may e-mail a PDF of your ad in the correct size prior to the 
advertising deadline. 

What types of files can you accept?
We accept PDF files. Adobe ID, PS, and AI files.

What if there is a mistake in my ad?
We assume liability for errors in advertising copy only to the 
extent that the newspaper will publish, at no charge, a corrected 
version of that portion of any advertisement in which an error 
occurs. To qualify for publication of corrected copy at no charge, 
we must be notified of the error by 5 p.m. Monday following the 
date of original publication.

Who owns the Northern Neck News, Northumberland 
Echo, and the Westmoreland News?
Lakeway Publishers, Inc. is a multi-state publisher of 
newspapers, magazines, and special publications. Lakeway 
owns and operates community newspapers and magazines 
in Tennessee, Missouri, and Virginia. Lakeway Publishers, 
Inc. was incorporated in 1966 and is based in Morristown, 
Tennessee.

Our community-specific papers deliver targeted news, lifestyle, 
local sports and entertainment information to our diverse 
regions. With our special publications, we aim to reach people 
of all ages, and all walks of life. All of our publications are 
available for all media whether it be desktop computers, mobile 
devices, or tablets.

Copy Regulation

All advertising is accepted subject to approval by the Publisher. 
This newspaper reserves the right to refuse or cancel any 
advertisement at any time. Our papers assume liability for 
errors in advertising copy to the extent that the newspaper 
will publish, at no charge, a corrected version of the portion 
of any advertisement in which an error occurs. To qualify for 
publication of corrected copy at no charge, we must be notified 
of the error by 5 p.m. Monday following the date of original 
publication.

Additional Services

Proofs
Proofs are intended for checking prices, spelling and 
corrections. Proofs must be returned with corrections three (3) 
days prior to publication. A design charge at the rate of $40 per 
hour will be billed for ads set in proof but not run in our paper, 
or when changes in proof design elements are required. 

Tearsheets
Electronic tearsheets will be supplied at no charge upon request 
by advertisers following publication. Tear sheets furnished 
through the U.S. Postal Service may be requested for a flat fee 
of $6.00 per month. 

Frequently Asked Questions
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THANK YOU for choosing the Northern Neck News, Westmoreland News,

and Northumberland Echo for your advertising needs. 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Northern Neck News
Westmoreland News
Northumberland Echo

132 Court Circle
P.O. BOX 8
Warsaw, VA 22572

Phone: 804-333-NEWS (6397)
Fax: 804-333-0033
www.northernnecknews.com
www.westmorelandnews.net
www.northumberlandecho.com

Cathy Gerring
Publisher

Brittlynn Powell
Editor
bpowell@westmorelandnews.net

Stephanie Sanford
Circulation
nnncirc@lcs.net

Cassandra Lanier
classifieds/legals, NNN, WMN, NUE
nnnclassifieds@lcs.net

NNN,NUE,WMN

Advertising Sales:

Amber Wilson
awilson@northernnecknews.com

Composition:

Melody Hasselvander
mhasselvander@northernnecknews.com

Cheryl Angolia
nnncomp@lcs.net

Janice Hutt
nnngraphics3@lcs.net

Office Hours
Monday – Friday
8:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Saturday – Sunday
Closed

Narrow Passage Press

18084 Old Valley Pike 
Edinburg, VA 22824

540-459-4000


