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OPINIONS

A Canadian Natural Gas Tariff Would Impact 
Every Hour of Every Day in PNW Power Markets

by Stephen Ernst

The Pacific Northwest appears to have 
dodged the worst of what could be the 
 opening salvos in the United States’ trade war 
with its North American trading partners.

The White House appeared set to impose 
a 10-percent tariff on Canadian imports of 
“energy resources” that would have started 
Feb. 4, but struck a deal with Canada and 
Mexico on Feb. 3 to delay the levies for 
30 days. The Trump administration initially 
proposed a 25-percent levy on oil, gas and 
electricity that would have added a little 
more than $1 million per day to energy costs 
in the region.

The Canadians planned to retaliate with 
a 25-percent tariff on American goods that 
cross the border into Canada. The White 
House executive order levying the tariffs says 
that if the Canadians retaliate, the “president 
may increase or expand the scope of the 
duties.”

So, for now, it appears a trade war with 
Canada is on hold.

But a 10-percent tariff on  Canadian 
 natural gas imports into the Pacific  Northwest 
would likely have the most impact on 
 Northwest utility rates, which have been rising 
steadily over the past few years.

Dan Kirschner, CEO of the Northwest 
Natural Gas Association, told Clearing Up 
that the Pacific Northwest relies on Canadian 
natural gas more than any other region in 
the U.S.

“We are a unique region,” Kirschner 
said. “Nationwide, Canada provides about 
9  percent of the U.S. natural gas. In the 
Northwest, about two-thirds of the natural 
gas we consume comes from Canada. So, 
these tariffs will have an impact.”

The Northwest uses about 4.7 billion 
cubic feet per day of natural gas, about 
86 percent of that is imported from Western 

Canada. About 39 percent of that goes 
to heating homes and industrial uses. 
The power sector consumes 1.1 BCF per 
day, or about 25 percent of the total, and 
fuels about 5,600 MW of natural gas-fired 
 generation in the region, according to 
information  provided to Clearing Up by the 
 Portland-based consulting firm Energy GPS.

During winter months, a 10-percent tariff 
on a $3.00/MMBtu natural gas commodity 

would translate into about $900,000 per day 
in additional gas costs to Pacific Northwest 
consumers and about $400,000 per day in 
additional gas costs to consumers in  northern 
California, Tim Belden, founder and principal 
of Energy GPS, told Clearing Up.

“Given the lack of any viable alternative 
natural gas supply, Canadian sellers are in 
a position to pass through the entire tariff 
cost to buyers in the United States via higher 
prices at Sumas and Kingsgate. Although the 
entity remitting payment to the United States 
Treasury for the tariff will be the importer, 
most of this cost will likely be borne by 
 consumers in the Pacific Northwest and 
California,” Belden said.
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40%
of subscribers have 

worked in the industry 
more than 20 years

80%
have more than 100 
employees in their 

organization

79%
are sector employed, 

utility company or 
consumer owned

Unmatched Trust: 
Every year, 95% of subscribers renew for 

87% OF SUBSCRIBERS ACTIVELY ENGAGE WITH OUR LATEST TOP STORIES

Subscriber Snapshot:
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99 + years
of combined journalistic expertise in energy and utilities

40 years of 
trusted energy 

reporting 

A leading 
independent voice 
in the Western U.S.

Expert-driven 
insights 

Unbiased analysis 
on policy, market 
and technology.

Empowering 
information for 

industry leaders 

Knowledge to stay 
ahead in a changing 
energy landscape.
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“Keep up the 
good work, I have 

used this service 
as my primary 

source of industry 
information for 
decades now.”

“Exceptional quality, 
original reporting, 

frequently covering 
issues no one else is 

covering.”

“The best 
energy news 

source for me 
as an industry 
professional.” “Accurate and 

detailed, why I’ve 
subscribed for 
nearly 20 years.”

“Your publications 
are simply a great 
resource, and I’ve 
made sure that 
everyone who’s 
interested in our 
organization has 
an opportunity to 
access them.”

Source: 2021 NewsData Subscriber Survey

Why energy professionals 
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Reach C-suite energy leaders in the Western U.S.

Maximize your impact in the energy sector with our in-house advertising solutions.

Industry Insights: Sponsored Thought Leadership
Position your company as an industry leader with 
Industry Insights, a 300-word sponsored content 
feature that aligns your brand with high-quality 
editorial.

Extend your reach further with custom white papers 
and targeted email campaigns, delivering your 
message directly to our exclusive database of 7,500 
energy sector executives, directors, and managers. 
Engage decision-makers with valuable content that 
informs, influences, and drives action.

Sponsored Podcasts and Live Events 
Engage directly with industry professionals through 
expert-led podcasts and live events that align your 
brand with high-quality editorial content.

Podcast Sponsorship 
As a sponsor, your company will receive on-air 
mentions from the moderator, plus a :30 or :60 audio 
message, giving you the opportunity to showcase your 
brand through compelling storytelling.

Live Event Sponsorship
Choose from multi-tiered sponsorship packages that 
provide comprehensive marketing exposure across 
all NewsData channels, ensuring maximum visibility 
before, during, and after the event.

Lunch and Learn Webinar 
Sponsor a live webinar that delivers valuable insights 
on the key challenges shaping the energy sector. As 
a sponsor, your brand will be prominently featured 
with moderator mentions and a customized :30 or :60 
video or audio message, allowing you to connect with 
the audience through impactful storytelling. 

Dynamic Job Board with Expanded Reach 
Our NewsData Job Board is powered by JobCase, a 
leading career platform with 120 million registered 
members and 20 million unique monthly users, 
ranking #2 among U.S. online career services. 
Through our partnership, your job postings benefit 
from this extensive network—helping you connect 
with top talent in the energy sector. Post your job in 
minutes and start reaching potential hires today.
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Reach Your Audience—Anywhere, Anytime, on Any Channel

Connect with C-suite executives and decision-makers in the energy sector through 
a results-driven strategy. Let’s create a tailored proposal for your company today. 
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Media
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Beyond our own media channels, we can help you reach your customers across a wide range of platforms—
including streaming TV, audio, social media, and more. Our audience extension solutions ensure your 
message connects with the right people, wherever they are.

See NewsData.com for Advertising Standards and Review Policy
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Jay Brandt – Director of Advertising and Partnership Sales
541-410-9076 | jbrandt@newsdata.com
5625 NE Elam Young Parkway, Suite 100  Hillsboro, OR 97124
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