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With unemployment rates and
economic insecurity persisting
during the coronavirus pandemic,
Lynchburg-area agencies work-
ing with people who ar e homeless
have been able to offer new ways to
keep people safe and sheltered.

One of those is a hotel voucher
program administered by Lynch-

burg Community Action Group,
or Lyn-CAG, intended to prevent
spread of the disease among those
who are homeless.

The program has been in place
since late Apri l and Lyn-CAG CEO
William Coleman said it has aided
11 individuals through the end of
June.

ÒIt seems that the population that
weÕre working with no w, theyÕre
the chronic homeless that may

have some underlying health con-
ditions ,Ó he said. ÒSo what weÕre
trying to do with them is to make
sure that they can access the hotel
system to be safe and reduce expo-
sure.Ó

The individuals stay at a hotel in
Lynchburg, which Coleman did not
identify , with which Lyn-CAG has
set up an agreement. Ther e, those
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L iberty University wi ll not re-
qui re students to be tested for
COVID-19 ahead of the Þrst
day of fall classes, according

to a proposed operation s plan sub-
mitted to the state for appr oval.

In addition to Liberty , two other
institution s of higher learnin g in t he
Hi ll City Ñ t he Universit y of Lynch-
burg and Randolph College Ñ w il l not
make testing mandator y for student s,
according to draft reopening plans.

The proposed plans, submi tted to
the State Council of Higher Educa-
tion for Virginia for certiÞcat ion, are
expected to be Þnalized by the end of
July. A spokesperson for th e council
said several plans are undergoing
revisions and could diffe r from their
initia l drafts.

Instead of testing, Libe rty students
must compl ete an electronic health
questionnair e before returning to
campus and daily symptoms screen-
ings th roughout the semester as part
of the universityÕs attempt to shield
students and faculty members from

the pandemic.
ÒLiberty will follo w applicabl e pub-

lic health guidance on who should be
tested for COVID-19 and when, Ó the
schoolÕs23-page proposal fo r in-
person instructio n and campus op-
erations states. ÒCurrentl y, such guid-
ance does not recommend testing all
college students an d emplo yees.Ó

Accordin g to the yet- to-be-
approved plan, Liberty wi ll offe r tests
to any student or emplo yee who
requests one through the universityÕs
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Superintendents from local school di-
visions discussed their plans for reopen-
ing schools in the fall amid the COVID-19
pandemic Ñ a nd ho w local businesses
can help make their plans reality Ñ d uring
WednesdayÕs Business at Breakfast event
hosted by the Lynch-
burg Regional Busi-
ness Alliance.

OfÞcials at the
Lynchbur g Regional
Business Alliance
moderated the on-
line event, which
featured panelists
Robert Arnold, su-
perintendent at Am-
herst County Public
Schools; Annette
Bennett, superinten-
dent at Appomat-
tox County Public
Schools; Crystal Ed-
wards, superinten-
dent at Lynchburg
City Schools; Robert
Johnson, superinten-
dent at Campbell County Public Schools;
and Doug Schuch, superintendent at Bed-
ford County Public Schools.

The event garnered 70 participant s, in-
cluding Lynchbur g Regional Business
Alliance members and members of the
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Liberty University as seen from Candlers Mountain in Lynchburg on Wednesday. Instead of testing for COVID-19, LU students
must complete an electronic health questionnaire before returning to campus.

LibertyUniversity will not require COVID-19 testing forreturningstudents
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Hotel voucher program helpskeep homeless safely isolated
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“I trust that thecollege presidentsand their board of trustees aregoing
toact as responsibly as they possibly can in the interest of safety for their

studentsand their staff and thecommunity.” —Bonnie Svrcek, city manager

“We recognize
that not every
family can

pay forchild-
care, so we’re
doing our best
tomake sure

that… we offer
freechildcare
where we can.”
—Crystal Edwards,

superintendent
at Lynchburg
City Schools
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William
Coleman,
Lynchburg
Community
Action Group
CEO,said the
hotel voucher
program has
aided 11 people
through the
end of June.
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