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The Grandad Bluff Trail Project opens initial first trail section this week at top of Grandad’s

LA CROSSE, WI, July 31, 2020.  ORA Trails and The City of La Crosse Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department have opened the first of three sections of the highly anticipated Grandad Bluff Trail Project.   The first section opening is located at the top of Grandads off both sides of Grandad Bluff Road and includes a shared-use section for hikers and mountain bikers and a hike only section (see attached map).  

The remaining sections of the Grandad Bluff Project will open this September or October with a more traditional ribbon-cutting event.  ORA project manager Jed OIson is encouraging people to use this first new section as trail usage helps the trail set-up best for long term use.  “The public has shown fantastic support for what they have been able to see of the newly built trails.  This first section opening will provide them with a boots and bikes on the ground experience and thus far the comments have been outstanding.”  Because the trails are new, ORA Trails asks you take extra care to make certain the trails are dry before hiking or biking.  For current trail conditions in Hixon Forest visit www.ORATrails.org.

The Grandad Trail Project, like several other trail projects at Upper Hixon, are being built by two local crews from Velo-City Projects, and two crews from “Rock Solid Trail Contractors,” one of the nation’s most respected trail building organizations.  Rock Solid is one of the contractors used by the Walton family in Bentonville Arkansas to help the Walmart organization build trails and more easily recruit families and executives to the relatively remote Arkansas area.  Bentonville has become a destination for shared-use trail riding and a model for encouraging economic development centered around communities with easy access to trails.  

ORA Trails is hoping to capture some of that trail magic in the La Crosse area by leading an effort to build 50 miles of trails in 5 years. Funding for the Grandad Bluff project came from the Warren Loveland family and the La Crosse Community Foundation, the City of La Crosse, and hundreds of individual donors all brought together under the fund-raising efforts of ORA Trails.  Trail maintenance and upkeep is provided by passionate volunteers under the direction of ORA Trails.  


The Grandad Trail Project is an exciting addition to the greater Hixon trail system that is becoming a regional magnet for outdoor recreational tourism dollars, and a centerpiece for outdoor family activities in the greater La Crosse area.  The expanding trail system is being used by local businesses, much like the Walmart Corporation in Bentonville, Arkansas, as an HR recruitment tool to more easily attract prospective employees to a community committed to providing their citizens with healthy outdoor family activities.  

ORA Trails is working with area municipalities to build shared-use trails and connect the community to a robust trail system supported primarily by passionate and enthusiastic volunteers.  ORA Trails also helped bring 1,000 cyclists and their families to La Crosse for the start of the 2019 RAW (Ride Across Wisconsin) and the inaugural one-day or two-day ride to Lambeau Field.  The 2020 RAW and the La Crosse Omnium, another ORA Trails event, were both canceled this year because of Covid.  


For additional information about the Grandad Bluff Trail project contact Jed Olson, ORA Project Coordinator at (320) 309-4980‬, or Kurt Schroeder, ORA board president at 
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