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END OF 
THE LINE
Hallsville’s Ladycats fell to Barbers Hill 6-0  
in the Class 5A softball semifinals Friday.
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SPORTS

Clippers force Game 
7 with win over Mavs
The Los Angeles Clippers beat 
the Dallas Mavericks 104-97 in 
the first postseason series in 
NBA history with the road team 
winning the first six games. 
Page 1B
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-4-7
Pick 3 day
3-9-9
Pick 3 evening
4-8-7
Pick 3 night
9-3-7

Cash Five
2-18-20-23-24
Mega Millions
4-30-34-41-64
MB: 8
Megaplier: 3

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

THE NATION

Biden taps groups to 
pick asylum-seekers
Six humanitarian groups will be 
recommending which migrants 
should be allowed to pursue 
asylum. Page 6A

$1.00

WEATHER 
FORECAST 
BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY

Today’s weather

Cloudy, T-storms.
High of 79.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The mayor of  an East 
Texas town as well as three 
other Longview-area men 
have been charged after po-
lice said they tried to solicit 
sex online with investiga-
tors posing as minors.

Athens Mayor James 

“Monte” Montgomery, 
who resigned Friday, and 
the others were booked 
into the Gregg County 
Jail after the operation 
conducted Wednesday 
and Thursday, accord-
ing to a statement from 
the Texas Department of  
Public Safety.

The DPS operation was 
in conjunction with the 
Smith County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Longview Police Depart-
ment, Gregg County Sheriff’s 
Office, Collin County Sher-

iff’s Office, FBI and Home-
land Security Investigations.

Charged in the operation 
are:

Montgomery, 63, of  Ath-
ens, was released from jail 
Thursday on $300,000 bond 
on a charge of  online solic-

itation of  a minor sexual 
conduct.

Jesse Bennett Mason, 
40, of  Hallsville, remained 
jailed Friday on bonds to-
taling $75,000 on charges 
of  online solicitation of  
a minor sexual conduct; 
possession with intent to 
promote child pornogra-
phy; and possession of  
child pornography.
Jordan Rook, 23, re-

mained jailed Friday, 

BY PATRICK SVITEK
The Texas Tribune

WHITEHOUSE — Texas GOP 
Chair Allen West announced his 
resignation Friday morning and 
said he is considering running for 
another office, potentially one that 
is statewide.

During a news conference in 
Whitehouse near Tyler, West said 
a statewide run is “one of  the 
things that I have to go to the Lord 
in prayer.” He said it would be 
“very disingenuous with so many 
people that have asked me to con-
sider something” to not explore a 
run.

“Many men from Georgia, many 
men from Tennessee, came here to 
serve the great state of  Texas, and 
so we’re gonna consider it,” said 
West, who grew up in Georgia. He 
added that he was announcing his 
resignation, effective next month, 

Texas 
GOP 
chair 
resigns
West says he’s considering 
run for another office, 
possibly governor

Jessica T. Payne/Tyler Morning Telegraph Photo

Texas GOP Chair Allen West speaks  
Friday at a news conference in 
Whitehouse after announcing he has 
resigned effective next month.

East Texas mayor, others charged in sting
4 men accused of  
trying to solicit sex 
from minors online

James “Monte” 

 Montgomery

Jesse Bennett 

Mason
Jordan 

Rook

Michael David 

Bylsma

BY ABBY LIVINGSTON
The Texas Tribune

WASHINGTON — 
In the wake of  their 
successful gambit to 
block state legislation 
that would have scaled 
back voter access to 
the polls, Texas Dem-
ocrats are looking to 
the federal govern-
ment to be their last 
line of  defense when 

Republicans inevita-
bly revive their push 
on the issue.

But even as Demo-
crats control Congress 
and the White House, 
those hopes face long 
odds.

Texas’ legislative 
leaders are deter-
mined to pass a Re-
publican bill that 
would enact new re-
strictions on voting 

or narrow the latitude 
local officials have 
to run elections. The 
Democrats’ walkout 
of  the Texas House 
on Sunday will likely 
only delay that effort 
until at least summer, 
when state lawmak-
ers are expected to 
convene for a special 
session. And despite 

In fight against Texas voting bill, Dems’ options limited
A closed sign blocks  
entry to the House  
Chamber at the state 
Capitol this week in 
Austin. The Legislature 
closed out its regular 
session Monday, but 
lawmakers are expected 
to return for possibly two 
special sessions.
Eric Gay 
AP Photo

BY LES HASSELL
lhassell@news-journal.com

M
ore than 150 chil-
dren from local 
neighborhoods were 
treated to a week of  

activities and outreach during 
the Pine Cove City summer day 
camp at First Baptist Church of  
Longview’s The ROC.

Church members provided 
$300 scholarships for children 
from South Ward Elementa-
ry School, Buckner Children 
and Family Services and other 
Longview schools to attend the 
week-long camp, an extension 
of  Pine Cove Christian camp in 
Tyler.

The traveling day camp teams 
with local churches to provide 
an opportunity for children to 
be introduced to the Gospel and 
encourages them to begin their 
own spiritual journeys, accord-
ing to Pine Cove.

Site Director Avery Harlan 
said Friday that, throughout the 
week, Pine Cove City counsel-
ors led students in first through 
fifth grades in Bible study and 

worship while also providing 
entertainment and physical ac-
tivities such as a rock climbing 
wall, laser tag, bungee jumping, 
obstacle courses, inflatables, a 
bungee trampoline and more.

“We kinda just take over the 
church for a week,” Harlan said.

During Friday’s rain, chil-
dren flooded into an indoor 
activity room to dance to music 
and watch a humorous skit 
performed by camp counsel-
ors that Harlan said gets the 

children laughing and helps 
to break down walls and build 
trust.

“Our ultimate hope is that they 
learn more about Jesus — that 
they leave here knowing more 
about who He is, what He’s done 
for them and what that means 
for them,” Harlan said. “But also, 
and maybe for the first time for 
some of  these kids, is that they 
are valued and truly cared for 
and that they would leave here 
knowing that.”

‘VALUED AND CARED FOR’
Children get active, learn about Gospel at Longview day camp

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photos

Pine Cove City summer day camp counselor Addison Davis performs a skit Friday for children attending the camp at 
First Baptist Church of Longview’s The ROC.

Pine Cove City 
summer camp 
counselor 
Amber Holdridge 
braids 7-year-
old Hayden 
Humphrey’s hair 
while waiting 
for the next 
activity to begin 
Friday at First 
Baptist Church 
of Longview’s 
The ROC.
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