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B
efore the world ground 
to a near-halt because of  
concerns about the spread 
of  COVID-19, single mom 

Jacklyn Boyce usually worked 
three or four jobs at a time.

She said she worked full time 
as a caregiver in home health, 
part time as a licensed beautician 
and also with a family member 
at a business helping sell credit 
card processing machines to busi-
nesses. She also recently started 
writing for a new East Texas book 
series called “The Messy Buns Di-
aries,” but that doesn’t make mon-
ey right now, she said.

“Everyone of  those jobs shut 
down except for the home health 
care job,” she said, but even there, 
her hours were cut as steps were 

taken to reduce the possible expo-
sure of  clients to the new corona-
virus.

She applied for the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, which provides month-
ly assistance for groceries, and 
qualified for $150 a month. That 
doesn’t stretch that far, the moth-
er of  three said, and her car broke 
down. She’s relied on her 18-year-
old son who lets her borrow his 
truck when he’s not working, or 
on her grandmother or a co-work-

er to get to and from work.
“It was anxiety times 10 worry-

ing about how I was going to get all 
my bills paid,” Boyce said.

Then, she heard about a pro-
gram initiated by the Greater 
Longview United Way to assist 
people who experienced a job loss 
or loss in wages or “extraordinary 
costs” because of  COVID-19, be-
ginning on March 17. The Greater 
Longview United Way continues to 
accept donations for the program.

Greater Longview United Way 
Executive Director Donna Sharp 
said the program provides one-
time assistance up to $1,000 to help 
a household with rent or mortgage 
payments or utilities, for instance. 
Child care costs, if  a person had 
to pay for child care because the 
child was out of  school and the 
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NEW ART EXHIBIT 
INSPIRED BY CITY 
An exhibit at the reopened Longview Museum of Fine Arts honors 
Longview’s heritage and features works based on its landmarks.
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Trump declares 
churches ‘essential’
President Donald Trump on 
Friday labeled houses of 
worship as “essential” and 
called on governors to let them 
reopen this weekend even 
though some areas remain 
under lockdown. Page 2A

Today’s weather

Evening storms.
High of 89.
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-2-4
Pick 3 day
7-5-4
Pick 3 evening
6-2-7
Pick 3 night
0-6-0

Cash Five
1-4-6-15-33
Mega Millions
8-10-20-44-46
MB: 18
Megaplier: 4

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Gregg County school 
districts are set to receive 
almost $5 million in feder-
al funding this summer re-
lated to recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Texas will distribute most 
of  a $1.29 billion federal stim-
ulus package to districts this 
summer, Texas Education 
Commissioner Mike Morath 
announced this week.

State officials told school 
districts in March there 
would be no financial penal-
ties for attendance declines 
as COVID-19 fears spread 
and school districts were re-
quired to close their build-
ings. Now, Texas has decid-
ed to use its share of  the 
federal stimulus package to 
fund that promise, distribut-
ing 90% directly to districts 
based on their student pov-
erty rates, aiming to forestall 
layoffs and budget cuts.

Houston ISD, the state’s 
most populous, will re-
ceive the highest award of  
$81.7 million. In Longview, 
Longview ISD will receive the 
most funding at $2.09 million, 
while Pine Tree ISD is set to 
receive $963,000 and Spring 

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Friday brought East Tex-
as another day of  increases 
in coronavirus cases, now 
topping 2,400, as 54 more 
diagnoses were confirmed 
across the 25-county region, 
with Titus County’s tally 
again accounting for the 

largest portion, as it had on 
Thursday.

At least 2,403 cases of  
COVID-19 had been report-
ed in the region as of  Friday 
evening, up from 2,349 a day 
earlier. No new deaths were 
recorded Friday, leaving 
the death toll at 108 for East 
Texas.

In Gregg County, County 
Health Authority A.J. Har-
ris cited eight new cases of  
the novel coronavirus on 
Friday, raising the county’s 
total to 195.

Harris said 1,943 total 
tests had been administered 
in the county as of  Friday, 
with 1,625 negative results 

and 123 results pending.
He reported one new re-

covery, bumping the total 
recoveries up to 58 so far. 
The county has had four 
deaths from the virus.

County Health Author-
ity Dr. Lewis Browne said 
the new cases were caused 
by community spread and 

are not related to nursing 
homes.

He said the rise in cases 
can be attributed to more 
testing in the county, but 
people still should wear a 
mask and practice social 
distancing.

Gregg 
schools  
to get 
$4.8M

Federal money  
to Gregg County

The state will distribute feder-
al stimulus funds to school dis-
tricts this summer. Allotments 
are based on districts’ student 
poverty rates. Amounts to Gregg 
County school districts are:

 ■ Longview ISD: $2,092,191
 ■ Pine Tree ISD: $963,094
 ■ Spring Hill ISD: $262,637
 ■ Kilgore ISD: $709,938
 ■ White Oak ISD: $230,478
 ■ Gladewater ISD: $390,175
 ■ Sabine ISD: $181,880
 ■ Total: $4,830,393
Source: Texas Education Agency
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The unemployment 
rate in Gregg, Rusk and 
Upshur counties was 
three times higher in 
April than it was in Feb-
ruary as the new coro-
navirus global pandemic 

continued to cost jobs, ac-
cording to a report from 
the Texas Workforce 
Commission.

The commission re-
ported Friday that the un-
employment rate in the 
Longview Metropolitan 
Statistical Area reached 
12.3% in April with 11,000 

residents between jobs. 
It was up from 5.7% in 
March — which saw only 
a partial effect of  the 
pandemic — and up from 
3.1% a year ago.

The numbers have 
been rising since the 

ET unemployment rate soars
Area sees 12.3% without jobs, while state posts 12.8% Around the state  

(compared with past month)

 ■ Austin-Round Rock: 12.2%, up 8.4
 ■ Beaumont-Port Arthur: 18.1%, up 
9.9

 ■ College Station-Bryan: 8.9%, up 5.0
 ■ Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington: 
12.8%, up 8.2

 ■ El Paso: 14.8 %, up 9.4
 ■ Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar 

Land: 14.2%, up 8.7
 ■ Laredo: 13.6%, up 8.0
 ■ Longview: 12.3%, up 6.6
 ■ San Antonio-New Braunfels: 
13.2%, up 8.7

 ■ Texarkana: 13.8%, up 8.1
 ■ Tyler: 12.2%, up 7.3
 ■ Victoria: 14.2%, up 11.7
 ■ Statewide: 13%, up 7.9 

Source: Texas Workforce Commission 
(nonseasonally adjusted)

‘WE WILL  

KEEP HELPING’
United Way filling gap for county residents who lost wages from pandemic

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Jacklyn Boyce and her daughter Jaycee, 15, speak Friday about receiving help from the Greater Longview United Way after 
Jacklyn lost three of her four jobs because of the coronavirus pandemic. 
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THIS DAY 
IN HISTORY

May 23, 1894: Outlaw Bill 
Dalton and gang members 
Jim Wallace, Jim Nite and 

Judd Nite rode into Longview 
and robbed the First National 

Bank. The gunfight that 
followed at Fredonia and 

Bank streets was one of the 
Old West’s biggest, with 200 
shots fired and two deaths.

Regional virus cases top 2,400 with rise of 54 on Friday

FEDERAL STIMULUS

“God’s going to always 

pave the way. He did that 

with the United Way.”

Jacklyn Boyce
Financial assistance program recipient
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