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Man who shot church 
gunman honored
Gov. Greg Abbott on Monday 
gave Texas’ highest civilian 
honor to a 71-year-old man 
who shot and killed an armed 
attacker at a church in Decem-
ber. Page 5A

Today’s weather
Mostly cloudy.

High of 68.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections
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Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for service
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CORY BOOKER 
DROPS OUT 

OF DEM RACE 
NATION/WORLD, PAGE 7A

ASTROS FIRE 
MANAGER, GM
After the MLB punished Houston for sign-stealing, owner Jim 
Crane fired the manager and general manager.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-9-3
Pick 3 day
5-4-5
Pick 3 evening
2-8-1
Pick 3 night
2-4-7

Cash Five
5-6-12-22-34
Texas Two-Step
1-11-25-27
Bonus: 29
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THIS DAY 
IN HISTORY

Jan. 14: 2016: Kmart officials 
said the company’s Longview 
store at 1100 McCann Road 
would be closing March 13. It 
was the second recent loss 
of a major business in central 
Longview. Earlier, Patterson 
Nissan said it was moving to 
Fourth Street and Eastman 
Road.

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Halyn McKenzie has attended 
Sabine ISD since prekindergar-
ten. The high school senior is 
proud of  her education and her 
community, and she believes it is 
why she is going to Yale Universi-
ty in the fall.

McKenzie, 18, is the first stu-
dent from Sabine High School 
to be accepted to an Ivy League 
school. She did not stop at ac-

ceptance; Monday morning, she 
found out she received a scholar-
ship that will pay for her entire 
education from the university. 
She will receive $77,525 a year.

“When I first got in, (my par-
ents) were excited, but my mom 
was nervous about distance and 
money,” McKenzie said Monday. 
“I actually found out about my 
scholarship (Monday) morning, 
and I called my mom in class. 
Now she’s ‘worry free’ is what 
she kept saying.”

Being the first student from her 
school accepted at Yale means a 

BY JULIÁN AGUILAR
The Texas Tribune

Texas’ Catholic bishops is-
sued a sharp rebuke of  Gov. 
Greg Abbott, a fellow Catholic, 
following his decision Friday 
to ban refugees from initially 

settling in Tex-
as.

In a joint 
s t a t e m e n t 
by the Tex-
as Catholic 
C o n f e r e n c e 
of  Bishops, 
which in-
cludes leaders 
from Texas’ 15 
dioceses, the 

group called the decision “dis-
couraging and disheartening.”

“While the Texas Catholic 
Conference of  Bishops re-
spects the governor, this deci-
sion is simply misguided,” the 
group wrote. “It denies people 
who are fleeing persecution, 
including religious persecu-
tion, from being able to bring 
their gifts and talents to our 
state and contribute to the 
general common good of  all 
Texans.”

“As Catholics, an essential 
aspect of  our faith is to wel-
come the stranger and care for 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

The safety net for unfunded 
indigent care costs in Longview 
widened a little Monday.

The Gregg County Commis-
sioners Court voted to allow 
Longview’s two hospitals to put 
back more revenue to use as 
matching funds for federal re-
imbursement on the money they 
spend caring for low-income and 
uninsured patients.

Christus Good 
Shepherd and 
Longview Region-
al medical centers 
can now reserve 
up to 6% of  the 
net revenues they 
collect from all 
patients — a rate 
that could draw as 
much as $35 mil-
lion between the two hospitals.

If  and when the federal gov-
ernment opens indigent fund-

ing, the hospitals can use those 
reserves as a match for federal 
indigent care reimbursement 
dollars, hospital administrators 
and County Auditor Laurie Wo-
loszyn said.

County commissioners unani-
mously increased the rate to 6% 
from the previous rate of  5.61%. 
The maximum rate allowed by 
state law is 6%, Woloszyn said, 

and when combined with the 
$6.28 million already in the fund, 
it could mean as much as $35.35 

million that the hospitals could 
reserve from net patient reve-
nues this fiscal year.

The court also authorized the 
county clerk and auditor to han-
dle transfers of  the hospitals’ 
money into a Local Provider 
Participation Fund — a state re-
quirement — so that the money 
is available more quickly when 
federal matching funds are re-
quested.

Sabine senior Yale-bound with full scholarship
Teen first student from her 
school to head to Ivy League

Sabine High School senior 
Halyn McKenzie speaks 
Monday about being ac-
cepted into Yale University 
and earning a full scholar-
ship. McKenzie is the first 
student from Sabine High 
School to be accepted to an 
Ivy League school, and she 
learned Monday that she 
had received a scholarship 
that will pay for her entire 
education — $77,525 a year.

Michael Cavazos
News-Journal PhotoSee YALE, Page 3A

Texas 
bishops 
criticize 
Abbott

Gov. Greg 
Abbott

See BISHOPS, Page 3A

Hospitals to get more help with indigent costs from county

See COST, Page 3A

BY QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
 AND ALI ABDUL-HASSAN 

Associated Press

A
IN AL-ASAD AIR 
BASE, Iraq — 
American troops 

were informed of  an 
impending missile bar-
rage hours before their 
air base in Iraq was 
struck by Iran, U.S. 
military officials said 
Monday, days after the 
attack that marked a 
major escalation be-
tween the longtime foes.

At 11 p.m. Jan. 7, 
U.S. Lt. Col. Antoinette 

Chase gave the order 
for American troops 
at Ain al-Asad air base 
in western Iraq, to go 
on lockdown. Military 
movements froze as her 
team, responsible for 
emergency response at 
the base, sent out alerts 
about the threat. At 
11:30 p.m., she gave the 
order to take cover in 
bunkers.

The first strike 
landed sometime af-
ter 1:35 a.m. on Jan. 
8 and the barrage 

U.S. troops in Iraq warned 
hours before attack by Iran

Qassim Abdul-Zahra/AP Photo

A U.S. soldier stands at a site of Iranian bombing in Ain al-Asad air base Monday in Anbar, Iraq. Ain al-Asad air base 
was struck by a barrage of Iranian missiles Wednesday in retaliation for the U.S. drone strike that killed a top Iranian 
commander, Gen. Qassem Soleimani, whose death raised fears of a wider war in the Middle East. 

Ali Abdul Hassan/AP Photo

Iranian bombing caused a crater at Ain al-Asad air base 
in Anbar, Iraq. Ain al-Asad, seen Monday, air base was 
struck by a barrage of Iranian missiles on Wednesday.See ATTACK, Page 3A

Inside
■ LMK of 
Gilmer was 
awarded a more 
than $275,000 
contract to fix 
the Gregg County 
North Jail roof 
and wall. Page 5A


