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MAN GETS LIFE 
FOR KILLING 
10-YEAR-OLD

EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A

LOBOS SET 
FOR SCRIMMAGE
Longview will break in the new turf at Lobo Stadium tonight 
with a preseason scrimmage against Texas High.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Students move in 
at LeTourneau
About 450 freshmen are 
among the students settling in 
at LeTourneau University this 
week. Page 5A

@PLAY PLUS

The well has run dry 
on ‘Fallen’ franchise 
Actor Gerard Butler and the 
filmmakers sleepwalk their way 
through “Angel Has Fallen,” 
the third, and hopefully last, 
visit with agent Mike Banning. 
Page 8B

Today’s weather

Humid, sunny.
High of 96.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-4-5
Pick 3 day
9-8-4
Pick 3 evening
1-4-6
Pick 3 night
7-1-2

Cash Five
8-10-13-15-17
Texas Two-Step
2-5-6-24
Bonus: 1

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

news-journal.com

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY CLARICE SILBER AND PAUL J. WEBER
Associated Press

AUSTIN — Republican Gov. Greg 
Abbott on Thursday raised con-
cern about private firearm sales 
but didn’t commit to crack down on 
them or act on gun control issues 

following a meeting on ways to pre-
vent mass shootings such as the El 
Paso attack that killed 22 people.

While lawmakers are feeling 
pressure to respond quickly to the 
Aug. 3 shooting at a Walmart, Ab-
bott signaled that Texas would take 
a long and careful look at gun laws 
and other safety measures before its 
Legislature next meets in 2021.

Scrutinizing private gun sales 
was among a list of  ideas Abbott 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

E
ven though Thursday was 
only her second day of  
school, Shaylee Fauver 

knows the lay of  the land.
“I love it. I love how they sep-

arate us for different groups to 
different classes with different 
teachers so it gives me more 
kids to find,” she said. “I think 
I’ve made two friends. I’m sure 
I’ll make some more.”

Shaylee was referring to Pine 
Tree Primary School’s kin-
dergarten camp, which allows 
kindergarten students to rotate 
classmates and teachers the 
first three days of  school before 
being assigned to a class and 
teacher.

Principal Cristi Parsons said 
she had the idea for the camp 
about five years ago after read-
ing about a Washington school 
district.

The camp helps the staff  get 

to know where the students are 
academically, to place them in 
a class that will fit their needs, 
she said.

“We look at which students 

have the best relationships 
with which teachers, who did 
they connect to, which student 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Consultants wanting to add digi-
tal signs and redevelop the site of  a 
vacant restaurant in Longview say 
they’re not giving up, despite a set-
back from a city panel this week.

“We’re not walking away,” Grant 
Gary, brokerage services president 
for The Woodmont Co., one of  mul-
tiple firms trying to broker a mul-
tifaceted deal to build a $2 million 
Starbucks coffeehouse store at the 
site of  the former Waffle Shoppe 
Restaurant.

The deal involves Lamar Ad-
vertising converting three exist-
ing billboard signs elsewhere in 
Longview into changeable-copy 
digital-face signs and taking down a 
three-sided billboard at the vacant 
restaurant site.

On Tuesday, however, the city’s 
Zoning Board of  Adjustment didn’t 
grant the variances Lamar needed 
for new digital signs.

“I think the key takeaway was, 
needless to say, we’re disappoint-
ed in the outcome,” Gary said in a 
conference with the News-Journal 
involving Lamar Advertising Vice 
President and General Manager 
Dan Noyes and John King Jr., own-
er and broker of  JBK Enterprises 
of  Longview.

The three men, along with Tyler 
planning consultant Mark Priest-
ner, regrouped and weighed their 
options the morning after the Zon-
ing Board denied Lamar a variance 
and permanently tabled two other 
variance requests.

“I think it’s a value-add solution 
for the city,” Gary said, “and I think 
that is something that has been con-
veyed and was conveyed (Tuesday) 
by the city — that they want to see 
this variance process approved.”

King said they want to consider 
all of  their best paths forward and 
determine the path of  least resis-
tance to getting a deal done.

“We’re just finding the best ave-
nue forward in response to” Tues-
day, King said.

The potential tenant, identified 

BY JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

Gary Boyd won’t be run-
ning for reelection as Gregg 
County Pct. 3 commissioner.

That said, he still has 17 
months and change left in 
his term. The Kilgore resi-
dent is at work and will stay 
there; some folks just need-
ed a heads-up as he plans to 
stand down from the upcom-
ing election cycle.

“I’m just 
a n n o u n c -
ing I’m not 
going to 
run,” Boyd 
said. “I’ve 
still got a 
year and a 
half.”

A former 
K i l g o r e 
City Coun-
cil member 
and past Kilgore ISD trust-

ee, Boyd was appointed to 
the commissioners court in 
September 2010 by Gregg 
County Judge Bill Stoudt 
after the resignation of  Bob 
Barbee. Boyd sought and 
won reelection in 2012 and 
2016.

“Oct. 1 will be nine years,” 
he said Thursday. “When I 
finish up on December 31 of  
2020, I will have been a com-
missioner 10 years.”

Making up his mind about 

the 2020 election cycle, Boyd 
spent the better part of  
Wednesday reaching out to 
staffers, local leaders, media 
and would-be successors.

“People who have come to 
me and said they would like 
to run if  I didn’t run, I’ve 
contacted those folks,” Boyd 
said.

Among them was Floyd 
Wingo, who unsuccessful-
ly challenged Boyd in the 
Republican primaries in 

March 2016. Boyd garnered 
2,437 votes, or 50.68% of  the 
total votes. Wingo had 2,372 
votes, or 49.32% of  the total.

Wingo already had ap-
pointed a treasurer two 
months ago for his 2020 cam-
paign for the Pct. 3 commis-
sioner post, he said.

“I have spoken with 
Mr. Boyd, and he told me 
his intention not to seek 

Private gun sales a concern for Abbott
Gov. Greg Abbott, 
center with Speaker 
of the House Dennis 
Bonnen, right, 
and Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick, left, makes 
opening statements 
Thursday during a 
roundtable discus-
sion in Austin.
Eric Gay/AP Photo

Governor discusses ways 
to prevent mass shootings 
during roundtable meeting

Pine Tree Primary School hosts kindergarten camp

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Kindergartners at Pine Tree Primary School change classrooms Thursday during Kindergarten Camp, where they 
rotate classmates, classrooms and teachers throughout the day for the first three days to get to know each other 
before being assigned to permanent classrooms.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Kindergartner Jackson Abrams calls it quits for the day Thursday at Pine 
Tree Primary School.

‘IT’S SO FUN’

Boyd won’t seek reelection as Gregg commissioner

Gary Boyd
Gregg County 

Pct. 3

See BOYD, Page 3A

Developers: 
‘We’re not 
giving up’
Consultants aren’t walking 
away from Starbucks deal, 
despite setback from city

See STARBUCKS, Page 3A
See CAMP, Page 3A

See ABBOTT, Page 3A


