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THE NATION

Biden pushes on with 
supply challenge
The president is entering 2022  
determined to address the 
country’s lack of jobseekers 
and goods. Page 2A
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It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.
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EAST TEXAS/STATE

KISD moves forward 
with bond plans
Trustees recently discussed 
progress on plans to build a 
new high school and carry out 
improvements. Page 5A

Today’s weather
Stray storm.
High of 66.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5A
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AND JESSICA GRESKO

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Ful-
ly vaccinated and most-
ly masked, the Supreme 
Court’s conservative ma-
jority appeared skeptical 
Friday of  the Biden admin-
istration’s authority to im-
pose a vaccine-or-testing 
requirement on the nation’s 
large employers. The court 

seemed more open to a sep-
arate vaccine mandate for 
most health care workers.

The arguments in the 
two cases come at a time of  
spiking coronavirus cas-
es because of  the omicron 
variant, and the decision 
Friday by seven justices to 
wear masks for the first time 
while hearing arguments re-
flected the new phase of  the 
pandemic.

An eighth justice, Sonia 

Sotomayor, a diabetic since 
childhood, didn’t even ap-
pear in the courtroom, 
choosing to remain in her 
office at the court and take 
part remotely. Two law-
yers, representing Ohio and 
Louisiana, argued by tele-
phone after recent positive 
COVID-19 tests, state offi-
cials said.

But the COVID circum-
stances did not appear to 
outweigh the views of  the 

court’s six conservatives 
that the administration 
overstepped its authority 
in its vaccine-or-testing re-
quirement for businesses 
with at least 100 employees.

“This is something the 
federal government has 
never done before,” Chief  
Justice John Roberts said, 
casting doubt on the admin-
istration’s argument that 
a half-century established 
law, the Occupational Safe-

ty and Health Act, confers 
such broad authority.

Roberts and Justices Brett 
Kavanaugh and Amy Coney 
Barrett probably hold the 
key to the outcome in both 
cases, as they have been 
more receptive to state-level 
vaccine requirements than 
the other three conserva-
tive justices. Barrett and 
Kavanaugh also had tough 

Court skeptical of vaccine mandate

BY ELEANOR KLIBANOFF
The Texas Tribune

In a contentious hearing Friday, a 
federal appeals court indicated it is 
likely to send Texas’ restrictive abor-
tion law to the state Supreme Court, a 
move that could add months or longer 
before the case is resolved.

Since Sept. 1, abortions after about 
six weeks of  pregnancy have been 
banned in Texas through a novel law 
that empowers private citizens to sue 
anyone who “aids or abets” in a pro-
hibited procedure. The law explicitly 
removes enforcement authority from 
state officials, making it extremely 
difficult to challenge in court.

In December, the U.S. Supreme 
Court threw out most challenges to 
the law and left only state medical 
licensing officials as possible lawsuit 
targets because they can revoke a 
doctor, nurse or pharmacist’s license 
if  they violated the law.

On Friday, a three-judge panel 
from the New Orleans-based 5th U.S. 
Circuit Court of  Appeals heard argu-
ments about where the case goes next. 
Judges Edith H. Jones and Stuart 
Kyle Duncan indicated they believe 
there are state law questions that 
must first be resolved by the Texas 
Supreme Court, while Judge Stephen 
A. Higginson strongly disagreed, ar-
guing the case should be remanded to 
federal district court.

In a move that surprised court 
watchers, Jones also raised the idea 
of  taking no action on the case for 
months, until the U.S. Supreme Court 
has ruled on a Mississippi abortion 
case that could overturn the consti-
tutional protection for the procedure.

Lawyers for the abortion provid-
ers believe the federal district court 
route is the best hope to getting the 
law, originally passed as Senate Bill 8, 
struck down. If  the case is sent to the 
Texas Supreme Court, it could take 
months to return to the federal level, 
leaving the law in effect.

This is exactly what abortion oppo-
nents are hoping for.

“While all of  these complicated 
legal questions are untangled, we 

Abortion 
law likely 
heading to 
state court

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

A Longview baker 
is organizing a com-
munity gift for retir-
ing Police Chief  Mike 
Bishop: a “gratitude 
box.”

Edible Art Special-
ty Cakes and Cookies 
owner Debbie Fon-
taine got the idea by 
watching Hallmark 
movies over the past 
few weeks. A “grati-
tude box” or a “thank 
you, Chief  Bishop 
box” is essentially a 
box filled with letters, 
notes and cards from 
residents.

Fontaine said she 

has gotten to know 
Bishop over the years 
and is his neighbor. 
She wanted to do 
something nice to cel-
ebrate his more than 
30 years of  service to 
the community.

“I thought that is 
something that our 
citizens could do,” 
she said.

So, she got a clear 
box, and another 
person is working on 
vinyl decals to per-
sonalize it for Bishop.

“What a nice thing 
to look back on,” she 
said.

Fontaine’s goal is 

BY YOLEYNE ROMERO
yromero@news-journal.com

Gregg County is assist-
ing the city of  Longview 
in removing trees at the 
Maude Cobb Convention 
and Activity Center in 
preparation for the ar-
rival of  the Great Texas 
Balloon Race.

In a November let-
ter to commissioners, 
acting Public Works Di-

rector Dwayne Archer 
requested the assistance 
of  Gregg County Pct. 1 
in providing labor and 
equipment to the city for 
several projects.

One of  those projects 
will see trees removed 
from property off  Jaycee 
Drive at the Maude Cobb 
complex.

The letter cites the 
move later this year of  
the annual balloon race 

from the East Texas Re-
gional Airport to Maude 
Cobb as the reason for 
the project and that “the 
tree removal will provide 
the organizers great-
er flexibility with the 
event.”

The precinct’s assis-
tance to the city was ap-
proved during a recent 
commissioners meeting.

Trees removed in advance of balloon race’s arrival

Gregg County 
is assisting 
the city of 
Longview in 
removing 
trees at the 
Maude Cobb 
Convention 
and Activity 
Center.
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Longview baker organizes ‘gratitude box’ for retiring police chief
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Debbie Fontaine stands inside her Edible Art Specialty Cakes and Cookies in Longview in January 2020. 

Letters written 
to retiring 
Longview 
Police  
Department 
Chief Mike 
Bishop 
awaiting to 
be placed in a 
gratitude box 
on Thursday at 
Edible Art. The 
box containing 
the letters will 
be given to 
BIshop during 
his retirement 
party.
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TED CRUZ APOLOGIZES FOR CALLING CAPITOL RIOT ‘TERRORISM’ / 5A
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