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EARLY VOTING 
SET TO BEGIN

Early voting begins Monday for primary runoff elections after 
being delayed from May because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
2-3-5
Pick 3 day
6-0-1
Pick 3 evening
4-0-4
Pick 3 night
2-2-4

Lotto Texas
3-9-15-21-37-48
Cash Five
5-7-11-18-20
Powerball
9-36-49-56-62
Powerball: 8
Power Play: 2

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Monument petition 
goes to Gregg court
A woman who started an online 
petition to remove the Confed-
erate monument in front of the 
Gregg County Courthouse is set 
to present the petition Monday 
to commissioners. Page 1B

LIFESTYLE

Pandemic ‘slump’ 
spurs local art hunt
Local artists are hiding art 
around Longview in hopes that 
someone will find it as part of 
ETX Stash and Dash. Page 1D

Today’s weather

Chance of storms.
High of 91.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

The local COVID-19 picture is differ-
ent from the statewide situation that 
led Gov. Greg Abbott to reinstate some 
restrictions, says Gregg County Health 
Authority Dr. Lewis Browne.

This past week saw Texas break 
records in number of  new cases and 
hospitalizations, and the statewide pos-
itivity rate — a measure of  the ratio of  
tests that come back positive based on a 
seven-day average — reached 11.76% on 
Thursday, according to the Texas Tri-
bune. That’s above the 10% level Abbott 
had said would be cause for concern in 
the state’s reopening process.

The state’s largest four counties are 
driving that statistic, Browne said, and 

Numbers tell different virus story
Gregg County 

Health Author-
ity Dr. Lewis 

Browne speaks 
during a news 

conference 
March 24 at the 

Gregg County 
Courthouse. 
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

A Longview bar that defied 
a statewide order Friday to 
close has had its liquor per-
mit suspended 30 days by the 
Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission.

Outlaws Longview owner 
Melissa Lynn Kelly said Fri-
day that her bar would main-
tain business hours unless an 
authority enforces Gov. Greg 
Abbott’s order to shut her 
down.

Abbott on Friday ordered 
bars to shut down again and 
also scaled back restaurant 
capacity from 75% to 50% be-
cause of  rising COVID-19 cas-
es.

Chris Porter, spokesman 
for the TABC, said in a state-
ment that Outlaws was one of  
two bars in the state that de-
cided to remain open Friday 
after being visited by TABC 
agents.

“TABC agents visited 628 
bars across Texas Friday 
night, finding just 30 bars 
open in violation of  the gov-
ernor’s executive order,” Por-
ter said. “After TABC agents 
spoke with management and 
provided them with the ex-
ecutive order, 28 bars agreed 
to shut their doors. Two re-
mained open, defying the 
governor’s executive order. 
TABC issued an emergency 

Bar that
ignored
directive
punished

Hospitalizations, available beds, 
deaths in Gregg County don’t 
mirror statewide situation

COVID-19 IN EAST TEXAS

State agency suspends 
Outlaws Longview’s 
permit for 30 days

Report a complaint
The Texas Alcoholic Beverage 

Commission asks residents to 
report possible violations of Gov. 
Greg Abbott’s shutdown order:

 ■ Email: complaints@tabc.texas.
gov

 ■ Call: 1-888-THE-TABC
 ■ App: Use the free TABC:Mobile 
application for Apple and 
Android devices

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

H
undreds of  people gath-
ered Saturday evening 
for a prayer rally outside 
the Gregg County Court-

house and heard from a minister 
that prayer is more than words.

“Many are saying that prayer is 
just an exercise in futility. We need 
to stop praying and take action,” 
Bishop Robert Evans of  Bethel 
Temple in Longview told the gath-
ering of  about 300 people.

He drew applause when he said, 
“This is action.”

Evans was among a succes-
sion of  preachers and others who 
roused the crowd with sermons, 
prayers and songs. Participants 
stretched out their arms, clapped 
and swayed during a rally that con-
cluded with people gathering in 
small groups.

The rally, dubbed A Solemn As-
sembly and organized by Gregg 
County Judge Bill Stoudt, took 
place amid the backdrop of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic and racial 
strife.

Stoudt introduced Longview 
Mayor Andy Mack, who started 
with a question, “Why are you 

here today?”
Some people yelled back, “Je-

sus!”
Mack said people came to show 

they care about their neighbors 
and about injustice.

He said people are showing will-

ingness to talk about subjects that 
make them feel uncomfortable.

“People are trying to do better, to 
love their neighbors,” Mack said. 
“Your presence tonight shows that 

A CALL TO ACTION
Hundreds attend Longview prayer rally in response to global unrest

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Michael Park, left, and Michael Thompson hold a cross during a prayer rally Saturday at the Gregg County Courthouse. 

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

People place their hands on the Rev. Alan Johnson after they were asked to 
gather around and pray for the nearest pastor during a prayer rally Saturday at 
the Gregg County Courthouse.

See BAR, Page 7A

See VIRUS, Page 7A

See RALLY, Page 2A


