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MISSING  GIRL
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LOBOS’ KING 
AMONG ELITE
Haynes King was one of the top finishers at the Elite 11 
quarterback competition over the past five days in Frisco.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Center celebrates 
July 4 with parade
The Wee Learn Center of First 
Baptist Church of Longview 
held its annual Independence 
Day Parade in which wee ones 
of all ages showed off their 
finest patriotic garb. Page 5A

TAKE TWO

Trump vows July 4 
‘show of lifetime’ 
Two Bradley fighting vehicles 
were in place Wednesday at the 
Lincoln Memorial, where Trump 
will speak. In addition, two 60-
ton Army Abrams battle tanks 
were sent to Washington by rail 
to be positioned on or near the 
National Mall.  Page 2A

Today’s weather

Thunderstorm.
High of 88.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 9A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Wednesday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
5-9-14-25-40-51
Cash Five
3-5-8-9-25
Powerball
40-43-45-50-61
Powerball: 25
Power Play: 3

Pick 3 morning
7-3-1
Pick 3 day
4-5-8
Pick 3 evening
9-7-1
Pick 3 night
3-9-6

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

District attorneys in Gregg, 
Upshur and Rusk counties said 
Wednesday a new law setting a 
high technical 
bar to prosecute 
m i s d e m e a n o r 
marijuana cases 
will not stop them 
from trying de-
fendants.

The tough-on-
pot stance con-
trasts with that 
of  some urban 
prosecutors, who are dropping 
hundreds of  marijuana cases filed 
since June 10, when House Bill 
1325 took effect with Gov. Greg Ab-
bott’s signature.

The law, an agriculture bill le-
galizing the growing of  industrial 
hemp in Texas, comes after the 
2018 federal Farm Bill made hemp 
legal in the United States. But the 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Longview Economic De-
velopment Corp. is updat-
ing its bylaws for the first 
time since voters created the 
agency 28 years ago.

“A lot has changed struc-
turally (and) organization-
ally,” LEDCO Board Chair-
man Conner Cupit said 
about the rules that estab-
lish regulations and rules. 

He has set a goal for the 
board of  directors to vote 
on a final draft of  updated 
bylaws at its next regular 
meeting on July 26.

“There’s been one amend-
ment since (1991) to change 
officer titles, but other than 
that, we have very old, out-
dated bylaws,” Cupit said, 
“so we are bringing those 
current.”

LEDCO was created 
to manage economic de-

velopment for the city of  
Longview and help com-
panies that are interested 
in expanding in or into the 
Longview market. Over 
the years, the agency has 
opened two business parks, 
helped train the local work-
force and has partnered fi-
nancially in other ventures 
such as funding of  the East 
Texas Advanced Manufac-
turing Academy and the 
Guthrie Creek shared-use 

path now under construc-
tion.

Despite a number of  de-
cisions and changes from 
LEDCO’s independent 
board of  directors, those 
changes haven’t been re-
flected in the organization’s 
bylaws, President/CEO 
Wayne Mansfield said.

“They were never incor-
porated into the minutes,” 
Mansfield said. “They were 
just separate resolutions, so 

we’re incorporating them to 
make them part of  our by-
laws.”

On Friday, LEDCO direc-
tors were each presented 
copies of  the bylaws with 
red- and blue-lettered up-
dates. Cupit has asked each 
director to pass along any 
suggestions or tweaks they 
might have to Board Vice 
Chairwoman Claire Henry, 

@play, your guide to entertain-
ment across East Texas, has been 
redesigned to include the region’s 
most complete events calendar 
and a new focus on the best of  our 
region each week.

The new section, which begins 
today on Page 7B, zeroes in on the 
coming week’s main events so you 
can beginning planning with each 
Thursday’s edition.

Today’s section focuses on 
Longview’s Fireworks and Free-
dom Celebration and other Inde-
pendence Day observances and 
events across the region. Other 
stories clue you in to a display of  
classic World War II aircraft that 
can be seen through the weekend 
in Tyler and a vintage fashion ex-
hibit set to open Tuesday at the 
Gregg County Historical Museum.

You’ll still find the weekly @best 
bets, putting a focus on the rest of  
the week’s top events.

The heart of  the new section is 
its @calendar section, which has 
been expanded to include special 
and continuing events across East 
Texas. Today’s calendar begins on 
Page 8B. The complete expanded 
calendar is online at news-journal.
com/features/atplay .

In Friday’s News-Journal, you’ll 
still find @play plus, which will 
continue bringing you reviews on 
the latest movies in the theaters, 
on TV and streaming.

We hope you enjoy your new @
play — and we’ll be looking for you 
out at the best events of  East Texas 
in the coming week.

@play gets 
a makeover
Redesign offers sharper 
focus on East Texas events

Hemp 
vs. pot

Tom Watson

East Texas DAs say new law 
setting high technical bar 
won’t stop prosecutions

LEDCO updating bylaws, first since its 1991 inception

See BYLAWS, Page 3A

See HEMP, Page 3A

FROM STAFF REPORTS

T
he weatherman forecasts 
a 20 percent chance of  
showers and thunder-

showers before 1 p.m. today for 
Longview, but no need exists to 
take a rain check on Indepen-
dence Day.

The rain should not put a 
damper on afternoon barbecues 

or take the spark out of  evening 
fireworks displays.

The National Weather 
Service also forecasts mostly 
cloudy skies with a high today 
near 90 degrees today, and part-
ly cloudy skies with tempera-
tures dipping to a low around 
73 tonight. Skies are expected to 
stay clear throughout the week-
end with temperatures cresting 
near 93 degrees Saturday and 
lows near 74 degrees.

With nice weather, Fourth of  
July celebrants want to make 
sure today’s holiday is a bang 
and not become a bust, such as 

an arrest. That means staying 
sober behind the wheel in both 
cars and boats and driving 
within 
the post-
ed speed 
limits, 
law 
enforce-
ment 
officials 
warn.

The Texas Department 
of  Public Safety is conduct-
ing two traffic operations 

Rain not expected to put damper 
on Fourth of July festivities
Law enforcement urges 
drivers and boaters 
to stay sober, safe Inside

■ Children show patrio-
tism at Wee Learn parade. 
Page 5A
■  Fireworks and Free-
dom Celebration. Page 7B

Launching into the 4th

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Mayze Hawkins, 11, of Ore City watches a fireworks display Wednesday from the top of a grass-covered mound of 
fill dirt outside Gilmer High School. Longview’s Fourth of July Fireworks and Freedom Celebration will include a 
fireworks display about 9:30 p.m. today at Maude Cobb Convention and Activity Complex.

See HOLIDAY, Page 3A


