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SMART 
MOVES
With CFP title on line, Georgia  
gets another crack at ‘Bama
SPORTS, PAGE 5A

Today’s weather

Sunny and cooler.
High of 55.
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As the raging omicron vari-
ant of  COVID-19 infects workers 
across the nation, millions of  those 
whose jobs don’t provide paid sick 
days are having to choose between 
their health and their paycheck.

While many companies institut-
ed more robust sick leave policies 
at the beginning of  the pandem-
ic, some of  those have since been 
scaled back with the rollout of  the 
vaccines, even though omicron 
has managed to evade the shots. 
Meanwhile, the current labor 
shortage is adding to the pres-
sure of  workers having to decide 

whether to show up to their job 
sick if  they can’t afford to stay 
home.

“It’s a vicious cycle,” said Dan-
iel Schneider, professor of  public 
policy at the Harvard Kennedy 
School of  Government. “As staff-
ing gets depleted because people 
are out sick, that means that those 
that are on the job have more to do 

and are even more reluctant to call 
in sick when they in turn get sick.”

Low-income hourly workers are 
especially vulnerable. Nearly 80% 
of  all private sector workers get at 
least one paid sick day, according 
to a national compensation survey 
of  employee benefits conducted in 
March by the U.S. Bureau of  Labor 
Statistics. But only 33% of  work-

ers whose wages are at the bottom 
10% get paid sick leave, compared 
with 95% in the top 10%.

A survey this past fall of  rough-
ly 6,600 hourly low-wage work-
ers conducted by Harvard’s Shift 
Project, which focuses on in-
equality, found that 65% of  those 
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TYLER — The new Financial 
Crimes Intelligence Center, which 
will work to coordinate law en-
forcement investigations involv-
ing credit card skimmers, has of-
ficially opened in Tyler.

The statewide center was creat-
ed by a bill of  the 87th Legislature.

A partnership between the Tex-
as Department of  Licensing and 
Regulations and the Smith County 
District Attorney’s Office will al-
low the operation of  the Financial 
Crimes Intelligence Center.

“Card skimming at gas pumps is 
a rapidly growing problem in Tex-
as,” state Rep. Mary Ann Perez, 
who authored the legislation, said 
in a statement. “I am humbled to 
see (the legislation) come togeth-
er and make a positive impact in 
our state. Card skimming affects 
all Texans — chances are you 
or someone you know has been 
skimmed at least once.”

Skimmer investigations with law 
enforcement agencies will be coor-
dinated and assisted by the Finan-
cial Crimes Intelligence Center, 
according to the Texas Department 
of  Licensing and Regulations.

Center investigation officers 
will form relationships with fi-
nancial institutions, credit and 
debit card issuers, payment card 
networks and merchants, accord-
ing to the department. Training 
on identifying and combating 
credit card fraud for law enforce-
ment officers and industry also 
will be developed and provided 
by the center.

“The Financial Crimes Intelli-
gence Center is a huge step for-
ward in law enforcement for the 
protection of  Texas citizens,” 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HOUSTON — At least two 
tornadoes touched down in the 
Houston area over the weekend 
as storms brought high winds 
and heavy rains, damaging 
homes and businesses and caus-
ing flooding.

Most of  the damage from the 
storms that came through Satur-
day night was in Harris, Mont-
gomery and Liberty counties, 
according to National Weather 
Service officials.

An EF1, which has estimat-
ed wind speeds of  73 miles per 
hour to 112 miles per hour, was 
confirmed to have touched down 
in Humble, while an EFO was 
confirmed in Montgomery, said 
National Weather Service lead 
forecaster Brian Kyle. An EFO 
has estimated winds of  40 miles 
per hour to 72 miles per hour.

He said officials were still sur-
veying damage to in a couple of  
other areas to determine if  there 
were other tornadoes as well.

In Humble, located just north 
of  Houston, the metal roof  
from a business crashed into a 
road, hitting a couple of  homes, 
KTRK-TV reported.

Robert Andrews told the tele-
vision station that the roof  bare-
ly missed the bedroom where he 
was sleeping.

“It was a massive sound. They 
always say, ‘It sounds like a 
freight train,’ and you’re like, 
‘Yeah, sure.’ That sounded like 
a freight train hitting a brick 
wall,” Andrews said.
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M
embers of  Starrville 
Methodist Church 
cried and shared 
hugs as they united 

at the same location their pastor 
was shot and killed last year.

After a Sunday memorial 
service honoring late Pas-
tor Mark Allen McWilliams, 
members of  the church broke 
ground for a tree that will be 
planted in his honor.

On Jan. 3, 2021, McWilliams 
was preparing for church ser-
vice that Sunday morning when 
he was fatally shot by his own 
gun, which had been wrested 
away from him by a suspect 
who hid from police inside the 
church in Winona overnight.

Just over a year later, the 

church, which has remained 
open, gathered for the anni-
versary of  the “unimaginable 
tragedy.”

Linda Parrott, member of  
the church for shortly over a 
year, received many heartfelt 
hugs at the service. She said 
she was on her way to church 
the day McWilliams was shot 
and killed. After hearing what 
happened and seeing police 
vehicles outside, she said she 
was in disbelief  and shock.

“I went home and... just cry-
ing,” Parrott said. She reached 
out to her friend and the pas-
tor’s wife, Rosemary McWil-
liams, who she said couldn’t 
think to do anything.

“[Rosemary] said she could 
not come back to this church 

Stay home or work sick? The Omicron dilemma

ONE YEAR LATER
Winona church gathers to honor late pastor after last year’s fatal shooting

Storms 
rage 
around 
Houston

State Financial Crimes Intelligence Center opens in East Texas

State and local 
officials cut 
the ribbon 
Thursday at the 
grand opening 
of the Financial 
Crimes Investi-
gation Center 
in Tyler.
Special to the Tyler 
Morning Telegraph
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Starrville Methodist Church members break ground to plant a tree in their late pastor’s honor.
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Starrville Methodist Church members gather for a memorial service Sunday 
in honor of their late pastor, Mark Allen McWilliams, who was fatally shot on 
the church’s grounds about a year ago.
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A drone photo shows the extensive 
damage from overnight storms Sunday 
in Humble.
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