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Ladycats, Barbers 
Hill to meet in semi
The Ladycats (27-6-1), who are 
in the tournament for their 
fourth time, will face Mont 
Belvieu Barbers Hill (40-2) in 
the Class 5A semifinals at 10 
a.m. on Friday. Page 1B

THE NATION

U.S. debates how to 
to share spare jabs
To President Joe Biden, the 
vaccine doses represent 
a modern-day “arsenal of 
democracy”, serving as the 
ultimate carrot for America’s 
partners abroad. Page 2A
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Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
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A SOMBER 
CENTENNIAL
National civil rights leaders offered prayers outside a church 
that was destroyed during the Tulsa massacre in 1921.
THE NATION, PAGE 2A
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
9-4-1
Pick 3 day
0-8-8
Pick 3 evening
5-9-2
Pick 3 night
7-7-8

Cash Five
6-13-20-21-33
Texas Two-Step
5-11-15-35
Bonus:29

Today’s weather

Humid, T-storm.
High of 80.
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Associated Press

AUSTIN — Midnight was coming 
fast. Any moment now, the Texas 
House of  Representatives would 

sign off  on one of  the most restric-
tive new voting laws in America.

It was 10:35 p.m. Suddenly, every 
Democrat still on the floor got a 
text message.

“Members, take your key and 
leave the chamber discreetly. Do 
not go to the gallery. Leave the 
building.”

The walkout was a go, and min-
utes later, Senate Bill 7 was dead. 
Left without enough House mem-

bers to conduct business under the 
rules before a midnight deadline 
Sunday, Texas Republicans were 
forced to abandon for now an elec-
tions overhaul they had crammed 
with previously unseen restric-
tions during closed-door negoti-
ations, including one prohibiting 
Sunday morning early voting — a 
time widely used by Black church-
goers in “souls to the polls” cam-
paigns.

It was a dramatic, last-ditch re-
volt: One by one, Democrats headed 
for the exits and disappeared down 
corridors. The voting machines on 
their abandoned desks were locked. 
In the unlikely event of  a “call of  
the House” — an extreme remedy to 
secure a quorum, mobilizing state 
troopers to forcibly bring absent 
members back — Democrats chose 
a hideout that was unmistakable in 

Texas walkout escalates voting battles
Action in state House 
blocked sweeping new 
voting restrictions

BY CALVIN WOODWARD
Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Va. — President Joe 
Biden honored America’s war dead at 
Arlington National Cemetery on Memo-
rial Day by laying a wreath at the hal-
lowed burial ground and extolling the 
sacrifices of  the fallen for the pursuit of  
democracy, “the soul of  America.”

Biden invoked the iconic battles of  his-
tory and joined them to the present as 
he implored Americans to rise above the 
divisions straining the union, which he 
described in stark terms.

The president was joined Monday by 
first lady Jill Biden, Vice President Ka-
mala Harris and second gentleman Doug 
Emhoff  in a somber ceremony at the Vir-
ginia cemetery’s Tomb of  the Unknown 
Soldier, which is dedicated to deceased 
service members whose remains have 
not been identified.

His face tight with emotion, Biden 
walked up to the wreath, cupping it in 
his hands in silent reflection, then mak-
ing the sign of  the cross. His eyes were 
wet. The gathered dignitaries and mili-
tary families were hushed and solemn; 
the chattering of  cicadas loud.

In remarks that followed, Biden called 
on Americans to commemorate their 
fallen heroes by remembering their fight 
for the nation’s ideals.

“This nation was built on an idea,” 
Biden said. “We were built on an idea, 
the idea of  liberty and opportunity for 
all. We’ve never fully realized that aspi-
ration of  our founders, but every gener-
ation has opened the door a little wider.”

He focused much of  his speech on 
the importance of  democracy, saying 
it thrives when citizens can vote, when 
there is a free press and when there are 
equal rights for all.

“Generation after generation of  Amer-
ican heroes are signed up to be part of  
the fight because they understand the 
truth that lives in every American heart: 
that liberation, opportunity, justice are 
far more likely to come to pass in a de-
mocracy than in an autocracy,” Biden 
said. “These Americans weren’t fight-
ing for dictators, they were fighting for 
democracy. They weren’t fighting to ex-
clude or to enslave, they were fighting to 
build and broaden and liberate.”

But he suggested these ideals are im-
periled.

“The soul of  America is animated by 

Biden shows 
respect for 
war dead 
at Arlington

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

The organization Veterans Assis-
tance Dogs of Texas is set to receive 
a $400 donation this month thanks to 
the work of Judson STEAM Acade-
my students.

The sixth-grade class at the 
Longview ISD school was challenged 
with graphing points on a plane to 
make a design inspired by a charity 
as part of a contest.

Students Cy Marsh and Kyleah 
LaBouve, who just completed sixth 
grade at Judson, said they chose Vet-
erans Assistance Dogs of Texas as 
their charity because they love dogs.

The organization raises service 
dogs for veterans. Keeping that in 
mind, Cy said his group’s design in-
cluded paw prints.

Math teacher Shea Powell said the 
teachers brainstormed for a good 
project that would wrap up the unit 

Students at middle school design shirts for veterans charity
Judson STEAM Academy 
students Cy Marsh, left, and 
Kyleah LaBouve, who just 
completed sixth grade, hold 
a T-shirt their math class 
designed as a community 
project to benefit the 
organization Veterans 
Assistance Dogs of Texas.
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BY LES HASSELL
lhessall@news-journal.com

A
s many area residents 
took advantage of  
temperate weather 

and a three-day weekend to 
enjoy outdoor activities like 
backyard cookouts and trips 
to the lake, about 100 veterans 
— active military and their 
families and friends — gath-
ered Monday at the Veterans 
Memorial at the Rusk County 
Courthouse to pay respect to 
those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for their country.

VFW Post 8535 commander 
Paul Johnson, Jr. said he was 
pleased with the weather and 
the turnout for the ceremony 
that included a 21-gun salute 
from members of the Hender-
son Police Department and 
Rusk County Sheriff’s Office 
Honor Guard as well as a 
performance of taps by recent 
Henderson High School grad-
uates Aaron Hill and Tucker 
Dorsey.

“It means a lot,” Johnson 
said.

“If  you look at this wall,” 
he said, motioning toward 
the black granite walls of  the 
county’s Veterans Monument 
that was built to honor the 
veterans — past and present — 
from Rusk County who served. 
“We have a lot of  veterans 

who died in combat, and that’s 

what Memorial Day is all 

about — to celebrate their lives 

but also pray for their loss.”

Johnson says Post 8535 has 

been closed because its build-

ing was recently sold, and they 

are looking for a new location. 

So, he said it was an important 

event for the post to take part 
in.

“It’s a big deal for us,” he 
said as patriotic march tunes 
played in the background. 
“Besides Veterans Day, this 
is number one for us because 
it’s celebrating those who 
served.”

Other ceremonies were 
planned in the region to honor 
Memorial Day, including an 
event Monday morning at 
Harris Street Veterans Park in 
Kilgore with speaker Marine 
Gunnery Sgt. Bradley Clark 
and a gathering at Veterans 
Memorial in Carthage.

Veterans, others gather in Henderson to honor those who gave all
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Guests join in prayer during VFW Post 8535 and Rusk County’s Memorial Day ceremony on Monday at the 
Rusk County Courthouse in Henderson.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Guests stand at attention and sing the National Anthem during VFW 
Post 8535 and Rusk County’s Memorial Day ceremony on Monday at the 
Rusk County Courthouse in Henderson. 
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■ Residents of Homestead gated 
community and veterans gathered 
at the flagpole Monday morning to 
honor those who have died serving 
the United States for Memorial Day. 
Page 5A


