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LOOKING
AHEAD

After Friday’s bi-district playoff win against Magnolia,  
the Lobos are ready to focus on Lancaster.

SPORTS, PAGE 1C
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-1-8 FB: 0
Pick 3 day
7-3-8 FB: 4
Pick 3 evening
1-5-5 FB: 9
Pick 3 night
8-2-2 FB: 1
Daily 4 morning
2-2-9-8 FB: 7
Daily 4 day
3-4-7-8 FB: 7

Daily 4 evening
0-9-0-3 FB: 3
Daily 4 night
4-4-6-3 FB: 2
Lotto Texas
5-25-28-37-44-52
Cash Five
4-5-8-9-20
Powerball
8-15-26-35-45
Powerball: 9
Power Play: 3

THE NATION

Bill would give local 
news ‘shot in arm’
Biden’s $1.85T bill includes a 
provision that, if it becomes 
law, would mark the first time 
the government has offered 
targeted support to local news 
outlets. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Arboretum marks 
second birthday
The Longview Arboretum and 
Nature Center celebrated its 
second birthday on Saturday 
with free admission for all, live 
music, games and art. 
Page 1B

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

Today’s weather

Mostly sunny.
High of 73.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B

WEATHER 
FORECAST 
BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

Texas has seen nearly the 
highest number of deaths in 
primary caregivers for chil-
dren due to COVID-19, accord-
ing to a recent study, and an 
official with Buckner Inter-
national says some of those 
children have been helped at 
its Longview facility.

Debbie Sceroler is Buck-
er’s senior director of  do-
mestic foster care and adop-
tion. She recently said that 
Buckner has seen families 
impacted by COVID-19 in 
East Texas and across the 
state.

“We have had some fami-
lies come through our (Buck-
ner Family) Hope Center (in 
Longview) where there has 
been a loss of  a parent, and 
the Hope Center has provid-
ed financial assistance and 
counseling,” Sceroler said.

Buckner Family Home 

Centers are “child-centered, 
family-focused places where 
families go to find hope, sup-
port and empowerment in 
their community to reach 
their fullest God-given po-
tential,” according to Buck-
ner’s website. Programs 
offered through the center 
utilize education, financial 
empowerment and child and 
youth development.

Though Sceroler could 
not provide specific num-
bers for how many families 

BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

The savory smells of  Thanks-
giving once more permeate the 
Greenberg Smoked Turkeys 
building on McMurrey Drive in 
Tyler.

The call center is staffed and 
bustling with activity, an elec-
tronic board at the front of  the 
room indicating when one of  
the workers is on the phone, tak-
ing an order. Smokers heat up 
each morning to cook that day’s 
batch of  turkeys and the busi-
ness’s usual UPS driver arrives 
before noon to pick up a batch 
of  turkeys for delivery, expertly 
backing up the truck to a new 
loading dock at the facility.

About a year after a fire dev-
astated the longtime Tyler com-
pany and brought a halt to its 
holiday turkey season, Green-
berg Smoked Turkeys is up and 
running, with a season that is 
breaking company records, said 
Jake Greenberg, son of  owner 
Sam Greenberg and assistant 
manager at the facility.

“We really did not know what 
to expect,” Greenberg said of  
production that restarted Sept. 
16, several weeks earlier than 
normal. The company didn’t 
know when it turned the smok-
ers back on whether customers 
had found another source for 
their holiday turkeys in the year 
the company has been closed.

“Since we started so much 
earlier, we’ve been hitting 
higher numbers earlier than 

(430) 204-1068
601 Hollybrook Drive
Longview, TX 75605ParkviewOnHollybrook.com

Oh the fun you will

have at Parkview;

Call Stacy Duncan
today to learn more!

Independent/Assisted/Memory Care

it is Amazing!

Nonprofit aids families with COVID losses 

News-Journal Photo

Buckner Children and Family Services in Longview has seen fam-
ilies impacted by COVID-19, according to its director of domestic 
foster care and adoption.

BY LES HASSELL
lhassell@news-journal.com

A
lmost two weeks be-
fore Thanksgiving and 
with many still trying 
to finish off  Hallow-

een leftovers, 
hundreds gath-
ered Saturday 
in downtown 
Kilgore to usher 
in the holiday 
season during 
the city’s 33rd 
annual “A Very Derrick Christ-
mas” celebration.

Jill McCartney, president 
and CEO of  the Kilgore Area 
Chamber of  Commerce, said the 
event is special because it draws 
so many visitors to downtown 
Kilgore and kicks off  Christmas 
in East Texas.

“It lets people know what we 
have downtown,” said McCa-
rtney. “All of  the unique busi-
nesses that we have have their 
storefronts lit up and are open for 
the public.”

Every Whiteley, 4, and other 
children had their photos taken 
as they visited with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. Whiteley said she 
asked the jolly elf  to bring her 
a remote-controlled unicorn for 

Christmas.
Others were entertained by lo-

cal musicians and dance groups 
as they visited the many vendor 
booths and shops in the down-
town area to get a jump on their 
holiday season gift-buying.

For the second year in a row 
and with the help of  his grand-
children, Darryl Gillcoat, a 

longtime member of  the Kilgore 
Historical Preservation Founda-
tion, flipped the switch to light 
the more than 20 derricks that 
make up the downtown skyline 
with Christmas lights.

Spectators then enjoyed a brief  
performance under the lights by 
the world-famous Kilgore College 
Rangerettes.

LET THERE BE LIGHTS

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

With the help of his grandchildren, Darryl Gillcoat, a longtime member of the Kilgore Historical Preservation Foundation, 
flips the switch to light the derricks Saturday during the A Very Derrick Christmas celebration in downtown Kilgore. 

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Morgan Webb, right, takes a selfie with her friends Miller and Charlotte Kerr 
while waiting for the derricks to be lit Saturday during the A Very Derrick Christ-
mas celebration in downtown Kilgore.

Kilgore kicks off holiday season with 33rd ‘A Very Derrick Christmas’

Primary car

Pandemic deaths mean 
many children losing 
primary caregivers

See COVID, Page 5A

Greenberg 
turkeys  
return for 
holidays
East Texas business back 
after 2020 facility fire 
suspended production

See TURKEYS, Page 6A

Inside
■ See more  
photos from “A 
Very Derrick 
Christmas.”  
Page 5A
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Smoked turkeys hang on racks while 
cooling down Tuesday, at Greenberg 
Smoked Turkeys, Inc. in Tyler. 


