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Navy medic shoots  
2 sailors, is killed
Authorities said they had 
yet to determine what drove 
38-year-old Fantahun Girma 
Woldesenbet to open fire 
at the military facility in             
Frederick, Maryland. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS

Tunesdays are back 
in downtown Kilgore
A series of lunchtime concerts 
kicked off Tuesday at the 
World’s Richest Acre Park in 
downtown Kilgore with a live 
performance by Covenant 
Olatunde. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Thunderstorms.
High of 75.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections
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PAVING THE WAY
Becoming a national champion was a far-fetched dream when 
Scott Drew first uttered that possibility after taking over the 
Baylor program nearly 18 years ago, yet a title felt reachable 
for guards Jared Butler, MaCio Teague and Davion Mitchell.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-8-8
Pick 3 day
8-0-0
Pick 3 evening
7-1-8
Pick 3 night
2-9-9

Cash Five
3-15-16-22-32
Mega Millions
1-19-20-32-42
MB: 17
Megaplier: 3

$1.00

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Online STAAR testing was 
abandoned within the first 
hours Tuesday after students 
across the state and in the 
Longview area experienced 
technical issues preventing 
them from completing the ex-
ams.

The Texas Education Agency 
released a statement that said 
districts experienced connectiv-
ity issues with the online stan-
dardized testing program. At 
10:17 a.m., the agency advised 
districts having issues to stop 
testing for the day while the 
vendor works on the problems.

Online testing is set to resume 
today.

“We posted updates to the 
STAAR Assessment Manage-
ment System dashboard every 
10 minutes to keep districts ap-
prised of  the progress in resolv-
ing the issue,” the TEA said in 
its statement. “The three STA-
AR tests affected were grade 
four writing, grade seven writ-
ing, and English I. This was the 
first of  five days that students 
were eligible to take one of  these 
three tests online.”

The agency said there are 
four issues students could have 

Online 
issues 
hamper 
STAAR
Testing stopped in 
schools across state, 
in Longview area

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

U.S. Rep. Louie Gohmert says he 
believes reining in the national debt 
as well as improving infrastructure 
shouldn’t be partisan or even polit-
ical issues.

Gohmert, R-Tyler, spoke Tuesday 
during the Longview Rotary Club 
meeting at Pinecrest Country Club.

“It’s great to be back here and, 
actually, it’s good to be anywhere,” 
he said, referencing being able to at-
tend events in-person.

Gohmert said he would avoid 
getting “too political” during his 
presentation, telling attendees that 
“our debt” must be addressed.

“We haven’t done a whole lot with 
the debt,” he said, adding that he 
wants more investment in the coun-
try rather than “bailouts.”

“That opened the door to this out-
of-control spending, and it has con-
sequences,” Gohmert said.

He also criticized the approval of  

bailouts by leadership before the 
Trump Administration.

Gohmert urges bipartisan approach to 
rein in debt, improve infrastructure
Republican congressman 
speaks to Rotary Club
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U.S. Rep. Louie Gohmert, R-Tyler, speaks Tuesday to the Rotary Club of Longview at 
Pinecrest Country Club.

BY REESE OXNER
The Texas Tribune

Gov. Greg Abbott said Tues-
day that he banned state agen-
cies, political subdivisions and 
organizations receiving public 
funds from creating “vaccine 
passports” or otherwise requir-
ing someone to provide proof  of  
a COVID-19 vaccine in order to 
receive services.

This comes as vaccine creden-
tials, often referred to as vac-
cine passports, are being devel-
oped around the world as a way 
to quickly prove someone’s vac-
cination status. It has become a 
fierce debate, with Republicans 
largely opposing the move, say-
ing it is an infringement on in-
dividual freedoms and privacy. 
Supporters, including a number 
of  private companies, point to 
the passports as a way to confi-
dently return to activities and 
ensure safety at workplaces.

A handful of  GOP-backed 
bills have been introduced in 
states across the U.S. aiming to 
restrict entities from requiring 
vaccines for their employees, 
including in Texas. Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis also prohibited 

Abbott bans 
mandated 
‘vaccine 
passports’

BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

A
ttracting, retaining 
and re-developing 
businesses, workforce 
development programs, 

improving transportation and 
infrastructure. These are the 
goals of  candidates seeking seats 
on the Longview City Council.

The Longview Chamber of  
Commerce partnered with the 
News-Journal and Longview-Kil-
gore Cable TV to host a City 
Council candidate forum Tues-
day. 

District 1 council candidates 
are Temple Carpenter III and 
Jeremiah Hunter. John Sims, 
whose name will appear on the 
May 1 ballot, withdrew from the 
race Tuesday. Carpenter and 
Hunter are seeking to fill a posi-
tion that will be left vacant as in-
cumbent Councilman Ed Moore 
chose not to seek re-election.

District 2 council candidates 
are incumbent Councilwoman 
Nona Snoddy and challenger 
Marisa Ward. Snoddy will com-
plete her second three-year term 
of  office in May and is seeking 
re-election to a third and final 

three-year term.

District 1
In District 1, which encom-

passes much of  Pine Tree in 
West Longview, Carpenter said 
he would work with Longview 
Economic Development Corp. 
(LEDCO) and the Chamber of  
Commerce to attract potential 
businesses. He noted there are 
hundreds of  acres, mostly resi-
dential, in District 1 that could be 
developed through a “concentrat-
ed effort.” Hunter echoed those 

See STAAR, Page 3A

See PASSPORTS, Page 3ASee GOHMERT, Page 3A

Candidates make their 

cases at council forum

Longview council candidates talk economic development, more

See FORUM, Page 8A
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Longview City Council District 2 candidate Marisa R. Ward, top left, and incumbent Nona Snoddy, top right, participate in 
a City Council candidate forum, along with Longview City Council District 1 candidates Jeremiah Hunter, above left, and 
Temple Carpenter III, above right, Tuesday at the Longview Chamber of Commerce.


