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turkey give away

TUESDAY 11/23 @ 10:00 am

New Longview Office

3522 Fourth Street

Goudarzi & Young is committed to giving

back to our community and will be handing out

750 Bear Creek turkeys to families in need.

Turkeys will be handed out on a first-come, first-serve basis.
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LEANING ON 
THE DEFENSE
Mahomes, Chiefs overtake Prescott, Cowboys in 19-9 win
SEE SPORTS, PAGE 6A
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Today’s weather

Plenty of sunshine.
High of 65.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 4A
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A former staff  member for U.S. 
Rep. Louie Gohmert is seeking to 
represent the 1st Congressional 
District, which includes Tyler and 
Longview

Republican Aditya Atholi said 
that rather than being a lawyer or 
politician running for Congress, 
his time in the oilfield makes him 
a “roughneck for Congress.”

Gohmert, R-Tyler, recently an-

nounced he is considering chal-
lenging Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton in March’s Republi-
can primary.

Regardless of  if  Gohmert runs 
for reelection in Congress or not, 
Atholi said, “We’re 100% in the 
race either way.”

“This isn’t about winning an-
other office, but the direction the 
country is going in right now is 
unsustainable,” he said.

Having worked under Gohmert 
as a staff  assistant after college, 

Atholi said he has a good relation-
ship with Gohmert and respects 
him.

He added that there 
are, “some things I dis-
agree with in how he does 
things, but in general I 
like the way he votes — 
very conservative just 
like me.”

Some of  Atholi’s other 
political experiences in-
clude working in the Tex-
as Economic Development office 

under former Gov. Rick Perry.
Atholi grew up and graduat-

ed from high school in 
Center. He continued his 
education at Rice Uni-
versity, where he studied 
government and manage-
rial studies, earning his 
degree in 2009.

Toward the end of  his 
college career, he said 
he knew he wanted to go 
into the Marines. Before 

becoming a Marine, Atholi worked 

not only for Gohmert but also 
briefly in several blue collar jobs 
and in the oilfield as a roughneck 
for seven years.

Having worked in numerous 
different fields, Atholi said he “un-
derstands people.” These experi-
ences, especially in the oilfield, 
showed him there is a disconnect 
in the country, especially around 
those who attended big universi-
ties versus those who did not go to 

BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Workers and 
families with private health insur-
ance would reap savings on pre-
scription drugs from a little-no-
ticed provision in President Joe 
Biden’s sweeping social agenda 
bill. It’s meant to break the cycle 
of  annual price increases for wide-
ly used medicines.

That provision would require 
drug companies to pay rebates to 
Medicare if  they increase prices 
above the rate of  inflation. Drugs 

sold to private plans would count 
in calculating the penalty, like a 
tax on price increases. The issue 
is dividing business groups in a 
fierce lobbying battle.

Corporate groups focused on af-
fordable employee benefits want to 
keep the language as is so it would 
provide price-increase protection 
for companies and their workers 
and not just Medicare enrollees. 
Other groups such as the influen-
tial U.S. Chamber of  Commerce 
are backing the pharmaceutical 
industry’s drive to block restraints 
on pricing, including inflation 

caps, saying they would stifle in-
novation.

House Democrats passed the 
roughly $2 trillion social agenda 
legislation on Friday and sent it to 
the Senate. The bill resets national 
priorities on issues from climate 
to family life and faces more scru-
tiny in that evenly divided cham-
ber. Prescription drugs are but 
one component, and most of  the 
attention has focused on Medicare 
provisions to slash out-of-pock-
et costs for seniors and allow the 
program to negotiate prices for a 
limited number of  medicines.

But the inflation caps would 
have far-reaching impact for as 
many as 180 million Americans 
with private insurance.

“A lot of  people don’t realize that 
the bill applies to, and will help, 
privately insured people,” said 
Shawn Gremminger, health policy 
director at the Purchaser Business 
Group on Health. “But that isn’t a 
sure thing. As currently struc-
tured, that would be the case. But 
we have been worried and contin-
ue to be worried that will change.” 
His coalition represents nearly 40 
large employers that cover more 

than 15 million workers, retirees 
and their families.

Inflation caps would be a “game 
changer,” said James Gelfand, a 
vice president of  ERIC, a group 
that represents major national 
companies as providers of  em-
ployee benefits.

Earlier legislation would have 
based the “inflation rebates” on 
sales to Medicare plans, but the 
House-passed bill broadens the 
formula to include private plans.

“If  they raise prices in private 

BY ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Republi-
cans fighting President Joe Biden’s 
coronavirus vaccine mandates are 
wielding a new weapon against the 
White House rules: natural immu-
nity.

They contend that people who 
have recovered from the virus have 
enough immunity and antibodies 
to not need COVID-19 vaccines, 
and the concept has been invoked 
by Republicans as a sort of  stand-
in for vaccines.

Florida wrote natural immuni-
ty into state law this week as GOP 
lawmakers elsewhere are pushing 
similar measures to sidestep vac-
cine mandates. Lawsuits over the 
mandates have also begun leaning 
on the idea. Conservative federal 
lawmakers have implored regula-
tors to consider it when formulat-
ing mandates.

Scientists acknowledge that 
people previously infected with 
COVID-19 have some level of  im-
munity but that vaccines offer a 
more consistent level of  protection. 
Natural immunity is also far from 
a one-size-fits-all scenario, making 
it complicated to enact sweeping 
exemptions to vaccines.

That’s because how much im-
munity COVID-19 survivors have 
depends on how long ago they 
were infected, how sick they were, 
and if  the virus variant they had is 
different from mutants circulating 
now. For example, a person who 
had a minor case one year ago is 
much different than a person who 
had a severe case over the summer 

Former Gohmert staffer seeks 1st Congressional District seat

Longview community tree lighting kicks off holiday season

Randy Ferguson/News-Journal Photo

The 22-foot community Christmas tree is lit Sunday evening at Heritage Plaza in downtown Longview.

Amy Jones, 
19 months 
old, walks 
around the 
community 
Christmas 
tree Sun-
day after 
a lighting 
ceremony 
at Heritage 
Plaza in 
downtown 
Longview.
Yoleyne 
Romero/
News-Journal 
Photo

Yoleyne Romero/News-Journal Photo

Santa Flavious performs Sunday during the 
community Christmas tree lighting ceremony at 
Heritage Plaza in downtown Longview.

LIGHT IT UP
GOP views 
natural 
immunity 
as vaccine 
substitute

Cap on drug price hikes for privately insured sparks battle

See MEDICINE, Page 3A

See IMMUNITY, Page 3A

See ATHOLI, Page 3A

Aditya Atholi

FROM STAFF REPORTS

L
ongview’s 22-foot commu-
nity Christmas tree was lit 
Sunday evening during an 

event at Heritage Plaza in down-
town.

Despite showers that slightly 
delayed the ceremony, a large 
crowd gathered to celebrate the 
return of  the holiday season.

Santa Flavious performed a few 
songs before inviting children on 
stage to flip the switch and light 
the tree. Harvest Moon Coun-
trygrass then took to the stage 
after Santa left to pose for photos.

The event also featured car-
riage rides as well as a petting zoo 
and vendors.

The tree will remain lit 
throughout the holidays.

See more photos on 3A.


