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MUELLER: REPORT 
DIDN’T EXONERATE  

PRESIDENT 
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

BASEBALL PLAYOFFS 
GET UNDERWAY
Kilgore built a 2-0 lead over Benbrook before weather moved in. Har-
mony and Linden-Kildare begin their regional final series today.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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EAST TEXAS/STATE

Lobo track field 
gets upgrade
Workers hit the field Wednes-
day as renovations began at 
Lobo Stadium in Longview. 
Page 5A

STATE 
Minors buying cough 
meds to be outlawed 
Starting in September, Texans 
under 18 years old will no 
longer be able to buy popular 
over-the-counter cough 
medicines like NyQuil and 
Robitussin under a bill Gov. 
Greg Abbott signed earlier this 
month. Page 7A

Today’s weather

Partly sunny, humid.
High of 86

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Wednesday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
8-12-26-28-43-52
Cash Five
3-8-10-12-20
Powerball
3-32-34-42-61
Powerball: 7
Power Play: 2

Pick 3 morning
2-0-2
Pick 3 day
0-6-9
Pick 3 evening
5-6-3
Pick 3 night
8-6-0

Ready to ride
Gladewater Round-up Rodeo promises lots of riding and roping.

Read about it in @play, inserted inside today’s News-Journal

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY LOUANNA CAMPBELL
Tyler Morning Telegraph

TYLER — U.S. Sen. John Cornyn said the biggest 
challenge in America is the demand for opioids. He 
stressed the urgent need to halt the demand and pro-
vide support for officials and specialty courts that 
provide supervision to help people break the habit.

“As long as people keep buying these drugs, the 
cartels will continue to get rich,” Cornyn, R-Texas, 
said Wednesday. “They don’t care about people. It’s 
part of  a larger problem, but anything we can do 
with the demand side will strike a blow.”

Cornyn was in Tyler for a roundtable discussion 
at the University of  Texas at Tyler’s Fisch College 
of  Pharmacy, where he heard from local leaders 
about the work being done in East Texas to combat 
the opioid addiction, misuse and overdose problems 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Longview employer Nucor Steel 
plans nearly $2 million in improve-
ments to its mill on Southwest Loop 
281.

The mill, officially known as Nu-
cor Steel Longview LLC, wants to 
build a new access drive into the 
plant from Loop 281, along with a 
guardhouse and temporary parking 
and a building for lockers and ad-
ministrative offices.

Laney Newman, with Johnson 
and Pace engineering firm, submit-
ted a site review application to the 
city’s Development Services division 
Tuesday. The company is seeking 
variances to city ordinances to begin 
the projects later this year.

The total estimated value of  the 
project at 5400 W. Loop 281 is $1.9 
million, according to the application.

Currently, Nucor employees park 
on property owned by neighbor-
ing manufacturer Komatsu Mining 
Corp., City Planner Angela Choy 
said.

Nucor’s proposal calls for a tem-
porary parking area of  229 spaces 
and a locker room facility. A guard 
house and an access driveway also 
would be built.

Development Services Manager 
Vance Wyly said the company plans 
to use the temporary facilities for 
about two to three years. Future 
plans call for more than 1,000 park-
ing spaces potentially to be added; 
the company owns 144.45 acres of  
land.

Newman will go before the city’s 
Zoning Board of  Adjustment on 
June 11 to seek multiple variances.

One variance is to a city require-
ment that off-street parking spaces 
are to be surfaced with concrete or 
asphalt paving. Nucor has proposed 
a gravel pavement because of  the 
parking lot’s temporary use.

The company also wants a vari-
ance on the required number of  
parking spaces. With the temporary 
lot, Nucor would provide 231 park-
ing spaces, but city ordinance would 
require at least 416 spaces because 
of  the steel mill’s 415,179-square-foot 
size.

The city requires one space for ev-
ery 1,000 square feet of  building.

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

W
hen it begins today, a downtown 
Longview church’s annual garage sale 
will be three times larger than it was a 

year ago, contain items from the donated estates 
of  three people and tens of  thousands of  other 
items.

“We’ve probably got 20,000 items,” said Chris 
Shelton, co-chairman of  the First Christian 
Church garage sale, now in its 34th year and 
literally overflowing the church’s gymnasium, 
with more items to display as room allows.

In addition to receiving the contents from 
the cleaned-out estates, the sale includes the 

BY AUGUSTA ROBINSON
 AND ERIN MANSFIELD

augustarobinson@tylerpaper.com 

emansfield@tylerpaper.com

East Texans braced Wednes-
day as storms ripped through 
the area, starting west of  Van 
Zandt County and continuing 
into Wood County.

Van Zandt County appeared 
to be the hardest hit, after first 
responders radioed with one 
another about a tornado touch-
ing down around 3 p.m. and 
moving northeast.

A tornado caused major dam-
age in Canton, particularly in 
the downtown area, according 
to News-Journal news partner 
CBS19. The storm also forced 
the closure of  some roads in 
the Canton area, including Tex-
as 64 at Texas 19, the television 
station reported.

Damage was reported on 
U.S. 175 at FM 1391 south of  
Kemp, according to CBS19, and 
U.S. 175 was closed because of  
storm debris.

Damage also was reported at 

Briarwood and Splitrail drives 
in the Cedar Creek Country 
Club area near Kemp.

According to the National 
Weather Service, at 3:32 p.m. 
a tornado was located over 
Grand Saline, or 10 miles west 
of  Mineola, moving northeast 
at 50 mph.

The Grand Saline Police 
Department reported a fun-
nel cloud on the ground in the 
area. However, the NWS did not 

■ A story on Page 1A 
Wednesday about the death of 
community booster Ruby Floyd 
incorrectly reported the day of 
her death. It was Monday.

Steel firm 
proposing
expansion
project
Nucor Steel submits $1.9M 
plan for temporary parking,  
guardhouse, locker room

ET ROUNDTABLE

Cornyn: Opioid demand biggest test in U.S.
Experts cite regional efforts against drug

Sarah A. Miller/Tyler Morning Telegraph

University of Texas at Tyler’s Fisch College of Pharmacy 2019 
valedictorian Ngoc Nguyen, left; Fisch Dean Lane Brunner; 
U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas; and UT-Tyler President 
Michael Tidwell tour the pharmacy lab after Cornyn hosted a 
roundtable discussion at the school Wednesday about opioid 
addiction.

EVERYTHING MUST GO

Downtown’s First Christian Church 
slates three-day garage sale

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photos

ABOVE: Julia Van Burkleo organizes the clothing racks Wednesday while helping prepare for the First Christian 
Church annual garage sale. The sale opens today and will continue through Saturday. BELOW:  Bobbie Roberts and 
Freddie Wood place price tags on items for the sale.

Tornado damages downtown Canton, prompts road closures
Tornadoes were 
reported in East 
Texas on Wednes-
day, including 
this one that was 
photographed 
near Mabank 
High School, 
about 28 miles 
southwest of 
Canton.
Heather Boatright 
Special to the Tyler 
Morning TelegraphSee TORNADO, Page 3A

See NUCOR, Page 3A

See CORNYN, Page 3A

See SALE, Page 3A


