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Rep’s gun comments 
provoke nation
State Rep. Matt Schaefer 
gained national attention after 
saying on Twitter that he would 
not support changing gun 
laws after a mass shooting in 
Odessa. Page 5A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Nursing students 
help at free clinic
Level 4 nursing students at the 
UT Tyler Longview University 
Center volunteer with the Ref-
uge International Clinic as part 
of a partnership.  Page 5A

Today’s weather

Hot and sunny.
High of 100.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 9A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Wednesday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
4-26-36-37-45-50
Cash Five
14-16-21-26-35
Powerball
4-8-30-52-59
Powerball: 2
Power Play: 10

Pick 3 morning
2-4-7
Pick 3 day
1-8-5
Pick 3 evening
9-5-0
Pick 3 night
7-8-8

Superb symphonies
East Texas has music for everyone in the coming week.

Read about it in @play, Page 4B

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Gregg County on Wednesday morning 
joined a growing list of  area counties that 
have issued a burn ban.

The order for the burn ban was signed by 
Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt.

According to the order, the normal danger 
of  fire in the county has been greatly en-
hanced by drought, and anyone who violates 
the burn ban could be fined up to $500.

At least four chiefs of  fire departments 
in Gregg County had reached out to Fire 
Marshal Mark Moore asking when a burn 
ban would be called, Stoudt said. Chiefs for 
Gladewater and Sabine fire departments 
were among them.

“We’ve had some major fires out there this 
week,” Stoudt said.

Soils in Gregg County are averaging 675 
on the Keetch-Byrum Drought Index, a sys-
tem from the Texas A&M Forest Service that 
measures drought conditions on a scale of  
0-800, with 0 representing a saturated soil, 
and 800 an absolutely dry soil.

Any score between 600 and 800 is often as-
sociated with more severe drought with an 
increased occurrence of  wildfires, according 
to the index.

According to an interactive map, Gregg 
County soils range as high as 733, particu-
larly in the areas south of  U.S. 80 and into 
Rusk County.

“The Keetch-Byrum index has been rapid-
ly moving up 10-15 points a day. It’s way past 
what we normally pull the trigger, so we 
wanted to get it done,” Stoudt said.

The burn ban in Gregg County comes on 
the heels of  two other Northeast Texas coun-
ties that issued burn bans on Tuesday, along 
with one municipality.

Harrison and Marion counties Tuesday 
morning issued burn bans for residents. The 
city of  Daingerfield also issued a burn ban 

Burn ban 
in effect 
for Gregg 
County

BY CASSANDRA POLLOCK  
AND CHASE KARACOSTAS

The Texas Tribune

Democrats in the Texas 
House are calling on Gov. 
Greg Abbott to convene a 
special legislative session 
to address gun violence — 
a move designed to place 
even more pressure on 
the state’s top GOP official 
to act in the wake of  two 
deadly mass shootings just 
weeks apart.

A letter to Abbott was 
delivered Wednesday 
morning, hours before the 
House Democratic Caucus 

hosted five news confer-
ences across the state to 
discuss “protecting Texans 
from gun violence.” The 
letter, which also included 
several gun-related legisla-
tive proposals, was signed 
by 63 of  the 66 members in 
the caucus.

The caucus requested 
Abbott include issues such 
as “closing the background 
check loopholes” and “ban-
ning the sale of  high-capac-
ity magazines” in a special 
session agenda, along with 
“enacting extreme risk 
protective order laws and 
closing existing loopholes 

in current protective order 
laws,” “limiting the open 
carry of  certain semi-au-
tomatic long guns” and 
“requiring stolen guns be 
reported to law enforce-
ment.”

The request comes days 
after a gunman killed sev-
en people and injured 22 
others while on a rampage 
in Odessa and Midland. 
That shooting happened 
four weeks after a massa-
cre in El Paso left 22 dead 
and more than two dozen 
wounded.

The Legislature does 
not convene again until 

2021. Abbott, who has the 
sole authority to call both 
chambers back to the Cap-
itol before then, tweeted 
Wednesday afternoon that 
he planned to announce 
“legislative considerations 
next week & executive ac-
tion this week.” He added: 
“Legislators can be part of  
the process or part of  the 
problem.”

Democrats said Wednes-
day that waiting another 
year and a half  to address 
gun violence in the state 
will endanger Texans.

“This is the kind of  thing 
our constituents are telling 

us they want us to tackle, 
and they want us to tackle 
it now,” state Rep. Donna 
Howard, D-Austin, said at 
a news conference at the 
Texas Capitol. “We should 
not sacrifice any more Tex-
as lives simply to accom-
modate a legislative calen-
dar.”

On top of  that, Howard 
said, the next session will 
be bogged down with fights 
over redistricting, further 
polarizing the state and 
reducing the chance for 
consensus on gun safety 

See BAN, Page 3A

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

A 
committee tasked 
with organizing cri-
teria that celebrates 

well-known or unsung he-
roes in Longview held its 
first meeting Wednesday.

Members of  the Walk 
of  Stars Task Force met 
for a working lunch at the 
Longview Public Library 
to give their early thoughts 
on how to honor people 
from Longview who have 
made significant contri-
butions on a local, state, 
national or global stage.

Their charge is to 
develop recommendations 
for a commemorative 
walk of  stars in downtown 

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Longview Walk of Stars Task Force Chairman Tim Patrick speaks during 
the first meeting of the task force Wednesday at the Longview Public 
Library.

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Longview Walk of Stars Task Force members listen during the first meeting of the task force Wednesday at 
the Longview Public Library. 

See STARS, Page 3A

Texas Dems ask Abbott to call special session

See SESSION, Page 3A

ELLIOTT SIGNS $90 MILLION EXTENSION WITH COWBOYS / SPORTS, 1B

TAKE TWO

Hurricane Dorian 
creeps toward coast
Though the hurricane has 
weakened from a Category 5 
storm to a Category 2, local of-
ficials told residents of Georgia 
and the Carolinas to evacuate 
their homes. Page 2A

BY ERIN MANSFIELD 
emansfield@tylerpaper.com

TYLER — Nearly 1,000 
workers will be hired in 
Gregg County to work on the 
2020 U.S. Census — and thou-
sands more across East Tex-
as, the U.S. Census Bureau 
says.

The U.S. Census Bureau 
is planning to open a region-
al headquarters in Tyler to 
serve 33 Northeast Texas 
counties.

In Gregg County, the Cen-
sus Bureau says it will need 
at least 970 workers, and at 
least 1,518 workers in Smith 
County.

Dennis Johnson, the dep-
uty regional director for the 
Denver/Dallas region, said 
those numbers are mini-
mums, and the bureau will 

try to recruit more.
The Tyler office will em-

ploy 40 to 50 people who han-
dle administrative tasks like 
payroll. Thousands more 
will serve Northeast Texas 
and report to the Tyler office 
during the peak of census 
season.

“We’ll be doing (recruit-
ing) starting December or 
January, and a lot of  those 
folks will work on some of  
our operations to work with 
households that haven’t re-

sponded, to make sure we 
have a complete count of ev-
eryone,” Johnson said.

“Some of our workers will 
be going to places like nurs-
ing homes and correction-
al institutions and places 
where people live in a con-
gregate situation and assist-
ing those organizations to 
get a complete count of their 
residents,” he said.

The U.S. Constitution re-
quires the census survey to 
be taken every 10 years. The 

results help determine fed-
eral funding for areas across 
the country, and help offi-
cials draw election districts 
ranging from City Council to 
U.S. Congress.

Households will receive re-
minder cards about the cen-
sus survey in March and will 
be able to fill out the census 
survey online, by mail or by 
phone. The phone survey will 
be available in 12 languages 

Census to create at least 970 jobs
Thousands in ET to  
get short-term work  
for 2020 headcount

See CENSUS, Page 3A

WALKING WITH STARS
Task force begins talks on how to honor famous Longview people


