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THE NATION

62 border workers 
under investigation
Sixty-two current and eight for-
mer Border Patrol employees 
are under internal investi-
gation after revelations of a 
secret Facebook group that 
mocked lawmakers, including 
U.S. Rep. Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., 
and migrants. Page 3A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Seniors make gifts 
for foster children
Residents at Buckner West-
minster Place in Longview 
make jump-ropes by braiding 
old T-shirts of different colors 
together to give to foster chil-
dren at Buckner Children and 
Family Services. Page 5A

SPORTS

Lady Lobos get new 
basketball coach
Clay Busby becomes the fourth 
head coach in the Longview 
High School program’s history, 
coming from Liberty-Eylau ISD. 
Page 1B

Today’s weather
Partly cloudy.

High of 93.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
7-0-5
Pick 3 day
3-2-6
Pick 3 evening
3-3-2
Pick 3 night
4-4-5

Cash Five
3-8-16-23-32
Texas Two-Step
5-8-30-31
Bonus: 2

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Homeowners in Longview 
ISD could see lower taxes af-
ter the school board agreed 
to a proposed rate at its 
Monday meeting,

And encouraging a 
healthy lifestyle seemed 
to be a theme, with a new 
high school after-school 
program founded by actor 
and Longview High School 
graduate Matthew McCo-
naughey and nearly $500,000 

approved for compost accel-
erators at all campuses.

The proposed tax rate of  
$1.443 per $100 valuation is 
a reduction from the 2018-19 
rate of  $1.513 per $100 valu-
ation.

Districts are lowering tax 

rates after House Bill 3, also 
known as the school finance 
bill, was passed in the last 
legislative session.

The proposed tax rate is 
97 cents for maintenance 
and operations and 47.3 
cents for the interest and 
sinking fund, making the to-
tal $1.443.

The rate would mean a 

$1,443 tax bill on a home 
valued at $100,000 with no 
exemptions claimed — a 
savings of  $70 a year.

Superintendent James 
Wilcox said he is glad the 
district is able to provide a 
lower tax rate for its taxpay-
ers.

BY ABBY LIVINGSTON
The Texas Tribune

WASHINGTON — U.S. 
Rep. Will Hurd called Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s tweets 
“racist and xenophobic.” 
Pete Olson and Chip Roy 
were also critical, with Ol-
son say-
ing the 
president 
s h o u l d 
“ d i s avo w 
his com-
ments.”

But the 
bulk of  the 
Texas GOP 
delegation 
has re-
mained silent after Trump 
said four Democratic wom-
en of  color in Congress 
“who originally came from 
countries whose govern-
ments are a complete and to-
tal catastrophe” should “go 
back” to the “broken and 
crime infested places from 
which they came.”

However, lawmakers 

Texans
decry
Trump
tweets

BY NICK MIROFF, ARELIS R. 
HERNÁNDEZ AND KEVIN SIEFF

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration de-
creed sweeping changes to 
U.S. asylum policies Monday, 
a move aimed at slowing the 
influx of Central Americans 
who are crossing the Mexico 
border seeking refuge.

U.S. authorities will sharp-
ly restrict access to the U.S. 
asylum system for anyone 
who did not seek protection 
from other countries as they 
moved northward toward 
the United States, according 
to a joint statement from the 
Department of  Homeland 
Security and the Depart-
ment of  Justice. The poli-
cy shift could result in the 

Asylum
access
at border
restricted

U.S. Rep.  
Will Hurd

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

A
n East Texas ministry 
was visited Monday by 
an adviser to President 
Donald Trump.

Anne Hazlett, senior adviser for 
rural affairs for the White House 
Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, toured House of Disciples 
facilities in Longview and Panola 
County.

“A lot of times, people that are 
struggling with addiction are like 
many of the rest of us who might 
have pieces in our lives that we need 
to learn to live in a new way,” Ha-
zlett said, “and the faith-based path 
often, I think, looks at somebody as 

a whole person, and not just what 
they’re struggling with from a be-
havioral standpoint but what are 
some of those other pieces.”

House of  Disciples, a division of  
Wiseman Ministries, has provided 
Christian faith-based rehabilita-
tion to men with problems such 

as substance abuse and homeless-
ness for more than 10 years. The 
ministry offers a 12-month disci-
pleship program targeted at but 
not exclusive to the homeless or 
those struggling with addiction.

Dignitary from D.C. learns 
about East Texas ministry

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal  Photo

Anne Hazlett, senior adviser for rural affairs for the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, takes a tour Monday 
of the House of Disciples facility in Longview. The tour was the result of a meeting with Wiseman Ministries founder Tim 
Wiseman earlier this summer in Washington, D.C.

Tim Wise-
man, right, 
takes White 
House ad-
viser Anne 
Hazlett on a 
tour Monday 
of Isaiah 
58 Farms 
in Horton 
in Panola 
County.
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Several Republican 
lawmakers from state 
speak out; most silent

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

The Republican Party of Tex-
as is getting back to basics as it 
eyes 2020 after the losses it took 
down the ballot from the all-too-
close Senate bid by Democrat 
Beto O’Rourke in 2018.

Texas GOP Chairman James 
Dickey — who was in Longview 
on Monday — said he does not 
believe November’s loss of a 
dozen Republican-held seats 
in the Texas House was the re-

sult of the hard-right turn the 
Legislature took in 2017. That 
session was highlighted by the 
so-called bathroom bill and in-
ternal tussles between the rig-
idly conservative Senate and 
more moderate House.

“The (2018) election results 
don’t indicate that the losses 
were ideological at all,” Dick-
ey said during a one-day drive 
up from GOP headquarters in 
Austin.

State GOP chairman: 
Party rebuilding for ’20
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Republican Party of Texas Chairman James Dickey says 
he does not believe November’s loss of a dozen Repub-
lican-held seats in the Texas House was the result of 
the hard-right turn the Legislature took in 2017. 

White House drug policy 
adviser tours Wiseman 
Ministries facilities in 
Longview, Panola County

Longview ISD OKs lower tax rate
Board members also approve new after-school program at high school
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