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Iran leader: Trump 
meeting not for sure
Iran’s president back-pedals on 
possible talks with President 
Donald Trump, saying the U.S. 
must first lift sanctions im-
posed on Tehran, or otherwise 
a meeting between the two 
would be a mere photo op. 
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Longview library 
expands music class
A $2,000 grant allowed the 
Longview Public Library to pur-
chase new instruments for its 
upcoming Music and Movement 
program. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Showers, storms.
High of 89.
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It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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MARCHING BANDS 
IN THE SPOTLIGHT

The latest issue of View magazine profiles Longview-area 
high schools’ marching band members and their directors.
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
5-3-3
Pick 3 day
0-1-6
Pick 3 evening
5-0-6
Pick 3 night
5-8-7

Cash Five
4-18-24-31-34
Mega Millions
8-12-23-39-43
MB: 6
Megaplier: 2

BY MARIA VERZA
Associated Press

PLAYA BAGDAD, Mexico — At the 
very eastern end of the U.S.-Mexico 
border there’s a long strip of sand 
where the Rio Grande meets the sea. 
It is called Playa Bagdad — or ‘Bag-
dad Beach.’

Unlike the Tijuana-Imperial Beach 
border on the western end, here there 

are no steel pilings marching out to 
sea to stop migrants from swimming, 
wading or paddling across to the 
United States.

In Playa Bagdad, which is spelled 
‘Playa Baghdad’ by the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, it’s apparently unnec-
essary: This is a beach for drugs and 
crime, not migrants.

As attention focuses on the mi-
grant crisis along the border that has 
drawn harsh rhetoric and actions 
from President Donald Trump, Playa 
Bagdad seems to have escaped notice.

Mexico’s Playa Bagdad: Sun, 
sand and drug trafficking
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A vendor pushes his cart with inflatable pool toys and fruit cups earlier this month 
along the shoreline of Playa Bagdad near the border city of Matamoros, Mexico. 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

A city board is being asked 
to reconsider its decision not 
to allow zoning variances 
that would lead to a new Star-
bucks at a busy Longview in-

tersection.
Meanwhile, developers for 

the project and city officials 
are at odds over how the plan 
has failed to gain traction.

Developers and the bill-
board company, Lamar, want 
the Zoning Board of Adjust-

ment to vote again on vari-
ances they say would practi-
cally seal a deal to build the 
Starbucks at the former Waf-
fle Shoppe site at the inter-
section of West Marshall Av-
enue and Spur 63. The board 
voted Aug. 20 not to approve 

the vari-
ances that  
would al-
low Lamar 
to convert 
three ex-
isting bill-
board signs 
from static 
to digital.

A special meeting is set at 
1 p.m. Friday inside council 

chambers at City Hall.
Longview Mayor Andy 

Mack says he hasn’t been in-
volved in the now-two-year 
courtship by developers to 
redevelop the lot, but he said 
city leadership has tried to 
help make the deal happen. 
He said offers to help prepare 
the site ready for Starbucks 

Last gasp for Starbucks project?

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

The city of Longview and 
attorneys for the owner of  
an Estes Parkway motel are 
trying to resolve a dispute 
that would enable the owner 
to reopen, according to the 
attorneys.

Development Services Di-
rector Michael Shirley said 
Express Inn owner Bob Patel 
recently hired Tyler attor-
ney Steve Mason. The city 
also pulled a hearing from a 
municipal court docket that 
would determine the motel’s 
fate “so we can work through 
the administrative process.”

Shirley said a month ago 
that he planned to pursue a 
case in municipal court for 
a substandard building after 
the city issued two fire code 
citations at the motel. He also 
said the city judge could or-
der repairs at the 121-room 
hotel or order it to be vacated, 
demolished or boarded up.

A follow-up inspection 
July 22 by city staff  deter-
mined a number of rooms 

Motel
seeks
way to
reopen

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

C
hristus Good Shepherd 
Medical Center-Longview 
is set to open a 24-hour 
obstetric-designated emer-

gency department today to im-

prove the quality of  maternal care.
The OB emergency department, 

which is next to the labor and de-
livery unit, will be staffed by a 
team of  four full-time hospitalists, 
Christus said. 

They all are board-certified OB/
GYN doctors, and one OB/GYN 

doctor will be on duty per shift, 
along with nurses, medical assis-
tants “and a variety of  other peo-
ple,” said Mark Anderson, chief  
medical officer of  Christus Good 
Shepherd Health System.
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The Rev. Xavier Pappu from Saint Matthew’s Catholic Church blesses the staff and new obstetrics emergency department 
Tuesday at Christus Good Shepherd Medical Center-Longview. The department is set to open today.

Longview zoning board asked to reconsider developers’ request amid 
disagreements on what city has, hasn’t done to bring plan to fruition

Longview business 
faces fire code and 
other city violations

Area where Rio Grande 
meets sea has no border 
walls, no law enforcement

Longview hospital opens
OB emergency department

CHRISTUS GOOD SHEPHERD MEDICAL CENTER-LONGVIEW

Andy Mack

See PROJECT, Page 3A

See OB, Page 3A

See MOTEL, Page 3A

See BEACH, Page 3A


