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LOBOS DOMINATE 
IN MESQUITE
Longview scored early and often, and recorded 492 offensive 
yards in Thursday’s 56-28 district-opening win against West 
Mesquite, improving to 4-1 on the season. SPORTS, PAGE 3B

THE NATION

Gunman opens fire in 
Tennessee grocery
The shooter attacked a Kroger 
in an upscale neighborhood, 
killing one and injuring 12, 
authorities said. Page 2A

THE NATION

Booster jabs OK’d for 
elderly, vulnerable
Government advisers Thursday 
recommended a third dose of 
Pfizer’s vaccine for older and 
vulnerable Americans. Page 2A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
4-5-1 FB:9
Pick 3 day
1-5-5 FB:1
Pick 3 evening
8-3-3 FB:9
Pick 3 night
1-4-4 FB:6
Daily 4 morning
5-7-8-9 FB:8
Daily 4 day
6-0-7-4 FB:1

Daily 4 evening
1-3-0-9 FB:8
Daily 4 night
0-8-9-4 FB:6 
Cash Five
2-12-14-19-27
Texas Two-Step
4-21-26-34
Bonus:26

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

news-journal.com
$1.00

Today’s weather
Partly sunny.
High of 84.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 8A
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The rate of  COVID-19 
spread in Gregg County re-
mains about half  of  what it 
was in early September.

The Northeast Texas Pub-
lic Health District, known 
as NET Health, reported 
Thursday that Gregg Coun-
ty’s seven-day rolling rate of  
infection remained the same 
as Monday at 74.11. That rate 
still is more than double NET 
Health’s threshold for “sub-
stantial” community spread. 
However, it’s lower than the 
week of  Sept. 3 through 9, 
when the seven-day rolling 
rate reached 142.92.

The level of  communi-
ty spread is determined by 
taking the average number 
of  all COVID-19 positive cas-
es from the previous seven 
days. That number is then 
divided by the population of  
the county and multiplied 
by 100,000. A county reach-
es “substantial” community 
spread when its seven-day 
rolling rate is at or more than 
35 cases. Substantial com-
munity spread represents 

County 
virus 
spread 
steady

COVID-19 IN EAST TEXAS

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Seats are still available for 
Saturday’s 27th Annual Neal 
McCoy and Friends Benefit 
Concert in Longview.

Two-time Grammy nominee 
and county music star Jo Dee 
Messina is set to join Longview’s 
Neal McCoy as part of  the line-
up at LeTourneau University’s 
Belcher Center.

The concert benefits The East 
Texas Angel Network, which is 
a nonprofit organization found-
ed in 1995 by McCoy and his 
wife, Melinda, to financially as-
sist families who have children 
with serious illnesses and/or 
disabilities.

Messina visited the fundrais-
er’s sponsor dinner in 2013, but 
this will be her first year to per-
form as part of  the concert.

Tickets can be purchased 
through the Belcher Center 
website and at easttexasangel-
network.com/events/ .

Doors open at 6 p.m., and the 
concert begins at 7.

The annual fall fundraiser in-

cludes a golf  tournament, spon-
sor dinner, the concert and a 
meet and greet for the “angels” 
who benefit from the fundraiser 
and their families.

The golf  tournament sched-
uled for today at Wood Hollow 

Tickets still available for 
Saturday’s East Texas 
Angel Network concert
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Neal McCoy performs in September 
2018 at the East Texas Angel Network 
concert at the Belcher Center in 
Longview.

BY MARÍA VERZA 
AND JUAN LOZANO

Associated Press

DEL RIO — Haitian 
migrants milled around 
makeshift shelters held 
up with giant reeds, as 
wind blew dust through 
the camp littered with 
plastic bottles and over-
flowing trash bags. 
Some migrants sat on 
plastic paint cans or the 
ground while others 
hung clothes to dry on 
the bamboo-like carrizo 
cane.

All waited to learn 
their fate at a dramati-
cally diminished Texas 
border encampment 
where almost 15,000 mi-
grants had gathered just 
days ago under a bridge 
between Del Rio, Texas, 
and Ciudad Acuña, Mex-
ico.

About 4,000 remained 
on Thursday, Depart-
ment of Homeland Se-
curity officials said. The 

number had peaked on 
Saturday, as migrants 
driven by confusion over 
the Biden administra-
tion’s policies and mis-
information on social 
media converged at the 
crossing.

But the United States 
and Mexico appeared 
eager to end the increas-
ingly politicized human-
itarian situation that 

prompted the resigna-
tion of the U.S. special 
envoy to Haiti and fresh 
condemnation from civ-
il rights leader Rev. Al 
Sharpton and UNICEF.

DHS officials said 
about 1,400 migrants had 
been sent to Haiti on 13 
flights, rapidly expelled 
under the pandemic 

Migrant camp shrinks 
as removals ramp up
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Migrants, many from Haiti, play soccer at an improvised 
refugee camp in Ciudad Acuña, Mexico, Wednesday.

LONGVIEW SOUTHERN BORDER

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

A 
fire early Thursday at 
Oak Forest Country Club 
in Longview caused dam-

age throughout the building but 
resulted in no injuries and left 
the facility’s golf  course un-
scathed.

The parking lot at the club 
was full of  emergency vehicles 
early Thursday as smoke sur-
rounded the property.

Fire Marshal Kevin May said 
the call came in just before 
7:30 a.m. Thursday for smoke 
and an “electrical smell” at the 
country club, also known as 
The Challenge at Oak Forest, 

off  East Loop 281 and between 
Bill Owens Parkway and Haw-
kins Parkway.

As the first vehicles arrived, 
heavy smoke could be seen from 
the loop, and the fire was raised 
to a second alarm as the build-
ing was evacuated, May said.

Longview country club 
fire closes building

Courtney Stern/News-Journal Photo

A Longview fire truck is seen early Thursday at Oak Forest Country Club in response to a blaze inside the building.
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