
Your Health Can’t Wait

Learn howwe’re keeping patients safe. Visit LongviewRegional.com/covid-19.

We know you are concerned about your health.We are, too. That’s why we are taking extraordinarymeasures tomake our care

environments safe for every patient.Whether you have a chronic health condition that requires ongoingmedical care with a physician

or you are experiencing sudden symptoms of a serious, life-threatening condition, like heart attack or stroke, please don’t delay your

healthcare. Your life may depend on fast action.We’re here and ready to help you – now.

In an emergency, call 911.
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R/C CARS GO 
OFF-ROAD

Enthusiasts competed in a remote-controlled  
rock crawling event Saturday in Gilmer.
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-5-8
Pick 3 day
4-7-5
Pick 3 evening
9-5-3
Pick 3 night
9-6-1

Lotto Texas
13-14-18-20-44-52
Cash Five
3-4-9-11-20
Powerball
3-4-11-41-67
Powerball: 5
Power Play: 2

COMICS

Today’s funny pages 
delayed until Jan. 10
Due to a supplier delay, this 
week’s color comics section 
is unavailable. The missing 
section will be inserted in next 
Sunday’s edition. We’re sorry.

SPORTS

A&M tops Carolina  
in Orange Bowl
The fifth-ranked Aggies beat 
No. 14 North Carolina 41-27 in 
the Orange Bowl on Saturday 
night. Page 1C

Today’s weather

Brilliant sunshine.
High of 62.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

$2.00

BY LISA MASCARO  
AND MARY CLARE JALONICK

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A 
growing number of  Re-
publican lawmakers are 
joining President Don-
ald Trump’s extraordi-
nary effort to overturn 
the election, pledging to 
reject the results when 
Congress meets next 
week to count the Elec-

toral College votes and 
certify President-elect 
Joe Biden’s win.

Sen. Ted Cruz of  Texas 
on Saturday announced 
a coalition of  11 senators 
and senators-elect who 
have been enlisted for 
Trump’s effort to sub-
vert the will of  Ameri-
can voters.

This follows the dec-
laration from Sen. Josh 
Hawley of  Missouri, who 

was the first to buck Sen-
ate leadership by saying 
he would join with House 
Republicans in objecting 
to the state tallies during 
Wednesday’s joint ses-
sion of  Congress.

Trump’s refusal to 
accept his defeat is tear-
ing the party apart as 
Republicans are forced 
to make consequential 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal

COVID-19 vaccines are avail-
able in limited quantities, but 
as accessibility for the vaccine 
grows, East Tex-
as parents could 
be left wondering 
if  at some point 
their children 
will be required 
to get one to at-
tend school.

That call, how-
ever, is out of  the 
hands of  local 
education lead-
ers. Spring Hill 
ISD Superinten-
dent Wayne Guidry recently said 
vaccine requirements are decided 
by the state.

The Texas Legislature is set to 
begin session on Jan. 12. Guidry 
said requirements about the 
COVID-19 vaccine is something 
schools are looking to lawmakers 
to decide.

“There are multiple vaccines 
students already have to have; 
this wouldn’t be the first vaccine 
requirement,” he said. “But those 
were 10-year trials.”

Pine Tree ISD Superintendent 
Steve Clugston said the district 
has contracted with a company 
to get vaccines for the staff, which 
could be available Feb. 21-22 if  the 
company’s supply chain is not dis-
rupted.

Clugston said staff  will not be 
required to get the vaccine, but 
they can sign up to receive it.

“Staff  will have to sign up, and 
I foresee a vast majority of  staff  
signing up,” he said. “It’s just like 
the flu vaccine or anything else, 
we’re going to make it available to 
our staff, and we’ll do our best to 
make it available to our students.”

Districts also are keeping an eye 
on COVID-19 cases during the hol-
iday break.

White Oak ISD Superintendent 
Brian Gray said all the district’s 
COVID-19 mitigation policies still 
will be in effect.

He said the district has asked 
parents to report any cases to 
them and he and the campus prin-
cipals are staying up to date on 

BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

A 
new police de-
partment, new 
and improved 
fire stations, 

park upgrades and wider 
thoroughfares are on the 
horizon for Longview.

In 2020, the city laid 
a lot of  groundwork on 
projects approved in 
a 2018 bond election. 
In 2021, residents can 
expect to see much more 
progress as construction 
begins to soar vertically 
on many projects.

“We continue to work 
on these projects in the 
same diligent manner 
that we’ve worked on 
bond issuances in the 
past, and we will get it 
done,” Director of  Public 
Works Rolin McPhee 
said.

Longview voters in 
November 2018 over-
whelmingly gave their 
approval to borrowing 
more than $104 million 

in bonds to upgrade pub-
lic safety facilities, parks 
and streets.

Proposition A called 
for issuing $52.4 million 
in bonds for construct-
ing, renovating and 

equipping police and fire 
stations and relocating 
the fire and police train-
ing center and emergen-
cy operations center.

Proposition B called 
for issuing $27 million in 

bonds for street and road 
improvements and other 
related improvements.

And Proposition C 
called for issuing $24.7 
million in bonds for 
improvements and 
additions to city parks 
including trails, playing 
fields and other sports 
and recreational facili-
ties.

Public Safety  
Projects

Construction on 
Longview’s new police 
department is slated to 
begin soon. In 2020, the 
city demolished three 
houses on the property 
of  the new police station, 
which will be on West 
South Street near the 
existing police depart-
ment, and awarded the 
construction project to 
WRL General Contrac-
tors of  Flint. McPhee 
said a pre-construction 

New Year,New Year,
New Vaccination,
New Vaccination,
New You!New You!
Matching Competitors
Matching Competitors
Rates,Rates, Come Join Us!Come Join Us!

Growing old
is optional!

ParkviewOnHollybrook.com

Call today to learn more!
(430) 558-7516

601 Hollybrook Drive
Longview, TX 75605

Student 

vaccine 

rules not 

local call

Steve Clugston, 
Pine Tree ISD 

superintendent

Longview makes progress 
on bond projects in 2020
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Work begins Dec. 17 at McWhorter Park on improvements slated as part of a November 2018 bond election. The existing 
playground will be replaced, a new playground will be added, a new basketball court will be added and a sand volleyball 
court will be installed.
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Workers clear away the rubble at the former site of The 
Brewery June 9 to make way for a new police station.

Cruz, others join election fight
Sen. Ted Cruz, 
R-Texas, greets 
a crowd before 
he speaks at a 
campaign rally 
for Sen. Kelly 
Loeffler, R-Ga., 
on Saturday in 
Cumming, Ga.
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APSee FIGHT, Page 3A

See STUDENT, Page 3A

See BOND, Page 3A


