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THE NATION

Biden challenges 
Senate on voting
The president urged changing 
Senate rules to pass legislation 
Republicans are blocking from 
debate and votes. Page 2A

SPORTS

Lobos rally late to 
stun Pirates 71-65
Longview faced a 13-point third 
quarter deficit, but saved its 
best for last in a come-from-
behind district win. Page 5A

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.
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HALLSVILLE’S
‘CITY KITTY’

A tomcat has called Hallsville City Hall home since a night 
shift officer discovered him in April on the edge of town.

EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
7-7-3 FB: 3
Pick 3 day
9-0-1 FB: 6
Pick 3 evening
5-2-6 FB: 4
Pick 3 night
1-7-2 FB: 6
Daily 4 morning
8-5-7-3 FB: 2
Daily 4 day
5-1-6-4 FB: 7

Daily 4 evening
9-8-8-9 FB: 7
Daily 4 night
3-0-2-0 FB: 4
Cash Five
1-8-19-20-28
Mega Millions
2-3-19-52-58
MB: 16
Megaplier: 2

$1.00

Today’s weather
Clouds then sun.

High of 63.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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Amtrak has gained 
needed support for possi-
ble expansion of  passen-

ger rail service between 
Dallas and Meridian, 
Mississippi, which would 
include the Texas Eagle 
route through Longview 
and Marshall.

The Canadian Pacific 
freight railway company 
recently announced it is 
backing the expansion.

The announcement also 
conveyed Amtrak’s sup-
port of  Canadian Pacific’s 

proposed merger with 
Kansas City Southern 
railways.

“Given CP’s consistent 
record as an Amtrak host, 
we support CP’s proposal 
to expand its network,” 
Amtrak President Ste-
phen J. Gardner said in 
the announcement. “This 
is exactly what Congress 

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

Longview public safety 
organizations are hoping to 
fill open positions through 
a hiring event Thursday at 
the Longview Convention 
Complex.

The event will be host-
ed by the Longview Public 
Safety Communications 
Division, Longview Police 
Department and Longview 
Fire Department. Dispatch-
ers are needed, according to 
representatives.

Longview police spokes-
man Brandon Thornton 
said the city is looking to fill 
11 dispatcher positions.

“Our 911 dispatch opera-
tors are often the first point 
of  communication between 
residents and Longview 
public safety operations,” 
Public Safety Commu-
nications Manager Matt 
Ainsworth said in a state-
ment. “Dispatchers provide 
coordination and support 
for police, fire, and EMS op-
erations. Applicants don’t 
need prior 911 dispatch ex-
perience to apply, and if  
hired, they will receive paid, 
on-the-job training.”

Thornton said the police 
department is allotted 175 
sworn officers and currently 
employs 160.

“All agencies in our 
area and across Texas are 
struggling to find qualified 
candidates for the job,” 
Thornton said. “These are 

BY MARIA CHENG 
AND CARLA K. JOHNSON

 Associated Press

Scientists are seeing sig-
nals that COVID-19’s alarm-
ing omicron wave may have 
peaked in Britain and is 
about to do the same in the 
U.S., at which point cases 
may start dropping off  dra-

matically.
The reason: The variant 

has proved so wildly conta-
gious that it may already be 
running out of  people to in-
fect, just a month and a half  
after it was first detected in 
South Africa.

“It’s going to come down 
as fast as it went up,” said 
Ali Mokdad, a professor of  

health metrics sciences at 
the University of  Washing-
ton in Seattle.

At the same time, ex-
perts warn that much is 
still uncertain about how 
the next phase of  the pan-
demic might unfold. The 
plateauing or ebbing in the 
two countries is not hap-
pening everywhere at the 

same time or at the same 
pace. And weeks or months 
of  misery still lie ahead for 
patients and overwhelmed 
hospitals even if  the drop-
off  comes to pass.

“There are still a lot of  
people who will get infect-
ed as we descend the slope 
on the backside,” said Lau-
ren Ancel Meyers, director 

of  the University of  Texas 
COVID-19 Modeling Consor-
tium, which predicts that re-
ported cases will peak with-
in the week.

The University of  Wash-
ington’s own highly influen-
tial model projects that the 
number of  daily reported 

BY ANA CONEJO
aconejo@tylerpaper.com

A 
piece of  Longview’s history is coming 
back to life, thanks to Longview High 
School’s Art Club.

On Tuesday, students in the club started 
the journey of  restoring the historic Roller-
cade skating car.

The skate-shaped auto was once on top of  
a pole at the former Rollercade skating rink 
in Longview that was located at Eastman’s 
intersection of  Tryon Road and Eden Drive.

Jeffrey Hull, ceramics and sculpture art 
teacher and art club sponsor at Longview 
High School, is excited about the resto-
ration process. As someone who grew up in 

Amtrak looks to expand service
Project includes 
destinations from 
Longview to Atlanta, 
East Coast

The 
Texas Eagle 
arrives in 
June 2020 
at the 
Longview 
Amtrak 
depot.
Les Hassell 
News-Journal 
File Photo

Public 
safety 
jobs
open

Omicron may be headed for a rapid drop in U.S., Britain

See OMICRON, Page 3A

Hiring event Thursday

See JOBS, Page 3A

‘RESTORING AN ICON’
Longview High School Art Club restores historic Rollercade skating car

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photos

Longview High School senior Art students Harrison Taylor and Chloe Hamilton color sand, removing layers of paint to reveal 
the “Skate Car’s” original finish Tuesday in the school’s sculpture department. 

Longview High 
School Art 
teacher Jeff 
Hull displays 
an old photo 
of the vehicle 
as he talks 
about work 
being done 
to reveal the 
“Skate Car’s” 
original finish 
Tuesday in 
the school’s 
sculpture 
department.

See AMTRAK, Page 3A

See SKATE, Page 3A


