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Military families struggle with food insecurity
BY ASHRAF KHALIL
Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — It’s a hidden crisis that has existed
for years inside one of the
most well-funded institutions on the planet and has
only worsened during the
coronavirus pandemic. As
many as 160,000 active-duty
military members are having trouble feeding their
families.
That estimate by Feeding America, which coordi-

nates the work of more than
200 food banks around the
country, underscores how
long-term food insecurity
has extended into every
aspect of American life, including the military.
The exact scope of the
problem is a topic of debate, due to a lack of formal study. But activists say
it has existed for years and
primarily affects junior-level enlisted service members
— ranks E1 to E4 in military
parlance — with children.

“It’s a shocking truth
that’s known to many food
banks across the United
States,” said Vince Hall,
Feeding America’s government relations officer. “This
should be the cause of deep
embarrassment.”
The group estimates that
29% of troops in the most
junior enlisted ranks faced
food insecurity during the
previous year.
“It is what it is,” said
James Bohannon, 34, a
See MILITARY, Page 3A

Brooklyn Pittman talks as she
sits in her car with her dogs
after receiving food from an
Armed Services YMCA food
distribution, Oct. 28, in San
Diego. As many of 160,000
active duty military members
are having trouble feeding
their families, according
to Feeding America, which
coordinates the work of more
than 200 food banks around
the country.
Gregory Bull/AP Photo

TOKEN OF GRATITUDE
Scout donated flag drop box to Longview for Eagle project
BY YOLEYNE ROMERO
yromero@news-journal.com

A

Longview Boy Scout on
Veterans Day paid tribute
to his country by unveiling his Eagle Scout project — a
box for retired American flags
placed outside the city’s police
station.
Joseph Egbe Jr., 17, led a
group that included city and
scout officials gathered for the
ceremony in the Boy Scout Oath
as the first flags were placed in
the box that was made in a partnership with Keep Longview
Beautiful. The flags will remain
in the box until they can be
properly retired.
The Longview High School
senior and senior patrol leader
with Troop 613 said he decided
to take on the task to introduce
a new service to the Longview
community.
“I’ve noticed lately, or at least
in my later years of scouting,
that I’ve seen U.S. flags that
have been tattered, stripped
down or just unused in trash
bins or even recycle bins for
that matter,” Egbe said. “I feel
like the U.S. flag, it represents
America as well as my morals,
so I feel like it deserves a more
proper way to retire them.”
Egbe said his decision to
donate the drop box to the city is
“a small token of my gratitude
for what this beautiful city represents to me and my family.”
Egbe was born in Memphis,
Tennessee, and later moved to
Beaumont, though he said he
loves Longview.
“I’d say around first grade,
See SCOUT, Page 3A

WHITE HOUSE

Biden’s bill
likely to
pass House
this week
BY HOPE YEN
Associated Press

ABOVE: Joseph Egbe Jr. on

Thursday places a flag in a
U.S. flag retirement dropbox
outside the Longview police
station following an unveiling ceremony. The box is
Egbe’s Eagle Scout project.
LEFT: Joseph Egbe Jr. on

Thursday leads a group in
the Boy Scout Oath before
the unveiling of a flag retirement dropbox outside the
Longview police and courts
building on Cotton Street.
Yoleyne Romero/
News-Journal Photos

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden’s top economic adviser
expressed confidence Sunday that
the White House’s $1.85 trillion domestic policy package will quickly
pass the House this week and said
approval couldn’t come at a more
urgent time as prices of consumer
goods spike.
“Inflation is high right now. And
it is affecting consumers in their
pocketbook and also in their outlook for the economy,” said Brian
Deese, director of the National
Economic Council.
“This, more than anything, will
go at the costs that Americans
face,” he said, before adding that
the House will consider the legislation this coming week. “It will
get a vote, it will pass.”
The House has been moving
toward approval of the massive
Democrat-only-backed bill even as
the measure faces bigger challenges in the Senate, where Sens. Joe
Manchin, D-W.Va., and Kyrsten
Sinema, D-Ariz., have insisted on
reducing its size.
In a letter Sunday to Democratic colleagues, Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., counseled
“time and patience” for working
through a bill of this size.
Consumer prices have soared
6.2% over the last year, the biggest
12-month jump since 1990. Deese
acknowledged that prices may not
See BILL, Page 3A

U.K.’s Johnson: Climate deal sounds ‘death knell’ for coal
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON — British Prime Minister Boris Johnson hailed the U.N.
climate summit as a “game-changing agreement” that sounded the
“death knell for coal power” on
Sunday — although he added that
his delight at the progress on fighting climate change was “tinged
with disappointment.”
Johnson said it was “beyond
question” that the deal coming
out of the Glasgow conference
marks an important moment
in the use of coal because most

of western Europe and North
America have agreed to pull the
plug on financial support for all
overseas fossil fuel projects by
this time next year.
But in a major shift demanded by coal-dependent India and
China, the Glasgow Climate pact
used watered-down language
about “phasing down” the use
of coal instead of “phasing out”
coal. Johnson, however, said the
compromise did not make “that
much of a difference.”
Ending coal is seen as the key
to reducing greenhouse gas emis-

sions, which cause the Earth
to warm up and produce rising
seas and more extreme weather
including droughts, storms and
wildfires.
“It’s an immense thing to get a
commitment from 190 countries
to phase down or phase out coal,”
Johnson told a press conference.
“The direction of travel is pretty
much the same.”
Still, he acknowledged that
some countries did not live up
to the ambition of the summit.
He accepted that the Glasgow
See CLIMATE, Page 3A

turkey give away
TUESDAY 11/23 @ 10:00 am
New Longview Office
3522 Fourth Street
Goudarzi & Young is committed to giving
back to our community and will be handing out
750 Bear Creek turkeys to families in need.
Turkeys will be handed out on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Longview | Gilmer | goudarziyounglaw.com | 903-843-2544

Britain’s
Prime Minister
Boris Johnson
during a press
conference
in Downing
Street, London, Sunday,
about the
Cop26 climate
summit.
Daniel Leal/
AP Photo

