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THE NATION

No verdict yet in 
Rittenhouse trial
Rittenhouse, 18, faces life in 
prison if convicted for killing 
two men and wounding a third 
in 2020. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Testimony begins in 
Kilgore murder trial
Dwight Patrick Scott, of Gary, 
Indiana, is charged in the death 
of Tracy Lynn Reedy on New 
Year’s Eve 2017. Page 5A

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.
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2A STATE
TOURNAMENT

Preview today’s matches in the Class 2A  
volleyball state semifinals in Garland.

SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-0-9 FB: 3
Pick 3 day
6-5-1 FB: 9
Pick 3 evening
6-8-3 FB: 3
Pick 3 night
3-4-3 FB: 5
Daily 4 morning
8-1-7-4 FB: 8
Daily 4 day
6-8-4-7 FB: 7

Daily 4 evening
8-3-7-0 FB: 6
Daily 4 night
1-3-0-5 FB: 7
Cash Five
4-13-17-20-26
Mega Millions
6-22-44-53-65
MB: 3
Megaplier: 3

$1.00

Today’s weather

Windy, warm.
High of 83.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

The overall tax rate in-
crease from Longview’s 
2018 bond package will be 
less than expected, possibly 
by more than 3 cents.

The Longview City Coun-
cil this past week approved 

selling the second round 
of  debt associated with the 
$104.2 million bond pack-
age that voters approved to 
provide funding for a new 
police station and a number 
of  other public safety, road 
and parks projects.

The first round was is-
sued a couple of  years ago 
and provided more than 
$50 million in funding. The 
second round is for about 
$25 million but will provide 

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

A Longview man was sen-
tenced to 45 years in prison 
without parole Tuesday for 
continuous sexual abuse of  a 
child.

Joseph Mitchel Wright, 36, 
was found guilty on a charge 
of  sex abuse of  a child contin-

uous, victim younger than 14, 
by 124th District Court Judge 
Alfonso Charles in a two-day 
bench trial. Charles sentenced 
Wright to 45 years in prison, to 
be served day for day, with cred-
it for time served.

“I have to do what I believe 
is fair and just,” Charles said. 
“This sentence does give you 
hope that you will get out. You 

won’t be a young man.”
Gregg County Assistant 

District Attorney Catherine 
McQueen asked for 60 years 
imprisonment. Wright’s attor-
ney Brandon Winn asked for 30 
years.

On Tuesday, a now 13-year-
old girl testified to the abuse she 
said began when she was 6 and 
lasted until she was 11. During 

her testimony, Wright wrote on 
a legal pad and hardly looked at 
the child.

Charles said he hopes the 
sentence will give the girl and 
her family a measure of  justice. 
Charles also credited Wright 
with not making the child go 
through a jury trial.

Lower tax rate hike from bond likely
Property owners 
could pay less than 
originally estimated

Hal Sargent of BSW Archi-
tects, Chief Mike Bishop of the 
Longview Police Department, 
Mayor Andy Mack, District 2 
Councilwoman Nona Snoddy and 
Melynda Hensley of WRL General 
Contractors break ground in 
February to celebrate the start of 
construction on the new police 
department. The $33.4 million 
facility on South Street is funded 
as part of the 2018 bond package.
Michael Cavazos 
News-Journal File Photo
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C
ity of  Longview crews assem-
bled the community Christmas 
tree Tuesday in advance of  Sun-
day’s lighting ceremony.

This is the fourth year for the cere-
mony at Heritage Plaza at the corner 
of  Green and Methvin streets in down-
town, which is scheduled 4 to 7 p.m.

The lighting of  the 22-foot tree is 
set about 5:30 p.m. Sunday. The lights 
will remain on throughout the holiday 
season.

The free event will include music, 
carriage rides, petting zoo and an 
appearance by Santa Flavious, who 
will be available to take photos with 
children.

City crews assemble community Christmas tree for Sunday ceremony

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photos

City of Longview workers erect the community Christmas tree Tuesday in Heritage Plaza in advance of Sunday’s ceremony.

City of Longview spokesman Shawn Hara City helps assemble the 
community Christmas tree Tuesday in Heritage Plaza in advance of 
Sunday’s ceremony.

SPRUCING UP

Longview man gets 45 years in prison for child sex abuse

Joseph Mitchell 

Wright

See BOND, Page 3A

BY MATTHEW PERRONE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pfizer 
asked U.S. regulators Tues-
day to authorize its exper-
imental pill for COVID-19, 
setting the stage for a likely 
launch this winter of  a prom-
ising treatment that can be 
taken at home.

The company’s filing 
comes as new infections 
are rising once again in the 
United States, driven mainly 
by hot spots in states where 
colder weather is driving 
more Americans indoors.

Pfizer’s pill has been 
shown to significantly cut 
the rate of  hospitalizations 
and deaths among people 
with coronavirus infections. 
The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration is already reviewing 
a competing pill from Merck 
and several smaller drug-
makers are also expected to 
seek authorization for their 
own antiviral pills in the 
coming months.

“We are moving as quick-
ly as possible in our effort to 
get this potential treatment 
into the hands of  patients, 
and we look forward to work-
ing with the U.S. FDA on its 
review of  our application,” 
said Pfizer CEO Albert Bour-
la, in a statement.

Specifically, Pfizer wants 
the drug available for adults 
who have mild-to-moderate 
COVID-19 infections and are 
at risk of  becoming seriously 
ill. That’s similar to how oth-
er drugs are currently used 

Pfizer 
seeks 
OK on 
virus pill

See PILL, Page 1A

See PRISON, Page 3A


