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COURT TO RULE 
ON IMMIGRATION 

PROGRAM  
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

U.S. WOMEN 
BEAT FRANCE
The U.S. squad reaches semifinals of U.S. Women’s 
World Cup after defeating host France, 2-1.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Today’s weather

Scattered storms.
High of 85.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-9-9
Pick 3 day
8-5-4
Pick 3 evening
9-3-5
Pick 3 night
0-8-9

Cash Five
1-4-19-20-33
Mega Millions
2-35-49-53-63
MB: 1
Megaplier: 2

SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
What: Opening week of Texas 
Shakespeare Festival, with pro-
ductions of “Born Yesterday,” 
“Othello” and the musical “Into 
the Woods.”
When: 7:30 p.m. today and 
Sunday
Where: Van Cliburn Auditorium 
in the Anne Dean Turk Fine Arts 
Center at Kilgore College
Cost: Individual tickets are $33 
each, $28 for padded bench 
seats and $27 each for groups 
of 20 or more; go to texas 
shakespeare.com for ticket info

REPTILE AND PET SHOW
What: H.E.R.P.S. Exotic Reptile 
and Pet Show with almost 50 
vendors
When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. today 
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday
Where: Longview Exhibit Build-
ing, at 1123 Jaycee Drive
Cost: Tickets are $10 for a 
one-day pass for adults and $5 
for children ages 5 to 12 while 
a two-day pass is $15 for adults 
and $8 for children ages 5 to 
12; ages 4 and younger are 
admitted free

DOLLY’S TEA
What: Fundraiser for Gregg 
County Historical Museum 
with performance by Longview 
Ballet
When: 2 to 4 p.m. today
Where: The museum at 214 N. 
Fredonia St.
Cost: $40 for one to $225 for 
table of six and $20 for ages 
10 and younger; information at 
www.gregghistorical.org
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It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

AAON Inc. plans to create 
125 new jobs over five years 
and build a new facility in 
Longview as part of  a $28 
million capital investment ex-
pansion.

The premium HVAC equip-
ment manu-
facturer wants 
to relocate the 
manufacturing 
of  its SA Series 
self-contained 
unit product 
from Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, to 
its Longview facility on Gum 
Springs Road, where 422,000 
square feet of  manufacturing 
space will be added within the 
next three years.

AAON Marketing Manager 
Eric Taylor said the Longview 
facility already produces a 
smaller self-contained unit, 
but the SA Series is a larger 
product that will have its own 
dedicated assembly line.

Pay range for the jobs will 
be $15 to $18 an hour, Taylor 
said.

AAON President Gary 
Fields praised the East Texas 
workforce.

“We continue to strengthen 
our business with the expan-
sion of  our Longview opera-
tion. The exceptional work-
force in the East Texas area 
provides a great opportunity 
for us to grow the company 
and create value for our cus-
tomers and stockholders,” 
Fields said.

Longview Economic Devel-
opment Corp. made the an-
nouncement Friday after its 
board of  directors approved 

AAON 
to add 
jobs, 
expand
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■ LEDCO takes 
step toward 
possible 
move from 
headquarters. 
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A 
sign along U.S. 80 leading 
into Hawkins and that 
caused legal disputes 
between the city and a 

church congregation has been 
taken down.

Before sunrise Friday, city of  
Hawkins crews took down the 
sign, which read “Jesus Welcomes 
You to Hawkins,” Police Chief  
Manfred Gilow said.

A municipal street will be con-
structed at the site, Hawkins City 
Secretary Dona Jordan said.

“We are fixing to put a street in 
on our easement,” Jordan said. 
“That is our platted street.”

The sign had been a point of  
controversy since it was erected 
next to a Hawkins coffeehouse 
near the city’s eastern edge in 
early 2015. Members of  the Jesus 
Christ Open Altar Church and 
others stood watch from time to 
time, they said, to protect it.

Church members now have 
asked faith-based leaders and at-
torneys to take an interest in their 
cause, church trustee Mark Mc-
Donald said Friday.

“The city employees destroyed 
our church property, pulled up 
our crosses and destroyed every-

thing,” McDonald said. He said 
he was notified of  the action by 
police.

“We’re treating it like a hate 
crime of  religious discrimination 
that was conspired by the city. 

Area church vows fight 
after Jesus sign removed

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Mark McDonald, trustee of Jesus Christ Open Altar Church, carries a cross to lean against a light pole Friday along U.S. 
80 in Hawkins after city crews removed a controversial “Jesus Welcomes You to Hawkins” sign from the property, which 
McDonald contends the church owns. Hawkins officials say the sign, which has been involved in legal battles since 2015, 
was on city property and was removed so a street can be built.

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal File Photo

The “Jesus Welcomes You to Hawkins” sign is seen in October 2015 along U.S. 80 
in Hawkins. The sign had been a point of controversy since it was erected next to 
a Hawkins coffeehouse near the city’s eastern edge in early 2015.
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Ryan Carlisle was, above all else, a model 
husband and father, the Rev. Nathan Rogers, 
lead pastor at Longview Missionary Baptist 
Church said Friday — a day 
after the church lost its youth 
pastor.

“He was the kind of  man all 
men should watch and learn 
from the example he set,” 
Rogers said.

Carlisle died at age 37 
Thursday evening after go-
ing into cardiac arrest while 
working out at the Christus 
Good Shepherd Institute for Healthy Living. 
He was taken by ambulance to Longview Re-
gional Medical Center.

His funeral service is planned for 2 p.m. 
Monday at Mobberly Baptist Church in 
Longview. Rogers said the service will need 
to be at Mobberly because he does not believe 
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Fireworks sales began this 
week and will get hotter as 
the Fourth of  July holiday 
approaches, according to a 
Longview-area fireworks busi-
ness.

While sales had been slow 
as of  early Wednesday after-
noon, they are expected to 
rise steadily until stands close 
at midnight on the Fourth of  
July, said Bryan Maxwell, who 
works at the Fireworks Ex-
press stand on U.S. 80 east of  
Longview.

“We will be running con-
stantly through the last day,” 
he said.

Fireworks Express carries 
600 items ranging from fire-
crackers to fountains to ae-
rial displays and assortment 
packs, said Debra Kirby, who 
owns the business with hus-
band Frank and works out of  
their 5,000-square-foot ware-

house on U.S. 80.
Kirby and Maxwell said ar-

tilleries are the most popular 
fireworks among consumers 
because they shoot as high as 

100 feet into the air.
In business since 2004, Kir-

by said Fireworks Express 

Slow start, but area fireworks sales 
expected to heat up as Fourth nears
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Mason Odle, 11, buys fireworks Friday at E.T. Fireworks just outside 
Longview. Fireworks are banned inside the city limits.

Company to create 125 
positions in Longview 
as part of $28M project

Longview church 
mourns death of 
youth pastor, 37

Ryan Carlisle

Hawkins officials say area 
was cleared to build street
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