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Biden scales back 
‘build back’ plans
The president is focusing on 
climate and families in his 
trimmed $2 trillion government 
overhaul package. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Testimony begins       
in murder trial
Kenneth Earl Thomas Jr. is 
accused in the death of 
Kimberly Wallace, a Longview 
mother of three. The trial 
began Tuesday. Page 5A

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.
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SHOWING 
APPRECIATION
Keep Longview Beautiful members gathered Tuesday 

at The Green for an annual appreciation lunch.
EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-6-5 FB: 8
Pick 3 day
5-9-2 FB: 3
Pick 3 evening
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Pick 3 night
5-2-9 FB: 5
Daily 4 morning
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Today’s weather
Partly sunny.
High of 86.
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BY ZAK WELLERMAN
zwellerman@tylerpaper.com

T
YLER — A Smith County 
jury found a former East 
Texas nurse guilty of  capi-

tal murder Tuesday in connec-
tion with the deaths of  four pa-
tients at a Tyler hospital.

The jury in the capital mur-
der trial of  William George 
Davis, 37, of  Hallsville, delib-
erated for about an hour after 
roughly two weeks of  hearing 
witness testimony and evi-
dence.

Davis was found guilty of  
injecting air into patients’ ar-
terial systems while he was 
a nurse at Christus Trinity 
Mother Frances Louis and 
Peaches Owen Heart Hospital 
in Tyler, causing their deaths, 
according to 2018 and 2021 in-
dictments. He is accused of  
killing John Lafferty, Ronald 
Clark, Christopher Greenaway 
and Joseph Kalina.

After about two hours of  
closing statements Tuesday, 
the jury of  12 Smith County 
residents left the 114th District 

Court just before noon to re-
view the evidence and reach a 
verdict. They returned about 
1 p.m. 

Davis’ trial began Sept. 28, 
and the prosecution presented 
evidence for 11 days while the 

defense put on four witnesses 
over two days.

The jury heard testimony 
from a Tyler police detective, 
who said Davis deflected police 

BY ACACIA CORONADO 
AND PAUL J. WEBER

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Texas Republicans ap-
proved redrawn U.S. House maps that 
favor incumbents and decrease politi-
cal representation for growing minori-
ty communities.

The maps were approved Monday 
night following outcry from Democrats 
over what they claimed was a rushed 
redistricting process crammed into 
a 30-day session, and one which gave 
little time for public input. They also 
denounced the reduction of  minori-
ty opportunity districts — Texas will 
now have seven House districts where 
Latino residents hold a majority, down 
from eight — despite the state’s chang-
ing demographics.

“What we are doing in passing this 

BY ANA CONEJO
aconejo@tylerpaper.com

U.S. News & World Report has ranked 
an Longview ISD campus among the 
top five elementary schools in Texas.

Out of  a total 4,446 elementary 
schools in the state, Hudson PEP Ele-
mentary is ranked fifth and is the only 
campus in the top 10 in a largely eco-
nomically-disadvantaged community. 
Additionally, it ranked as the No. 2 
magnet elementary school in the state.

U.S News & World Report cited 95% 
of  Hudson PEP students scoring at 
or above the proficient level for math 
and 89% scoring at or above that level 
for reading as key components to the 
school’s overall score.

Sue Wilson, Hudson PEP principal, 

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

The Women’s Center of  
East Texas will join local law 
enforcement and the Gregg 
County District Attorney’s 
Office this week for Purple 
Thursday to increase do-
mestic violence awareness.

Pct. 2 Justice of  the Peace 
Tim Bryan, who is on the 

Women’s Center board, is 
scheduled to speak, and 
the groups will gather for 
a photo at about 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday on the Gregg 
County Courthouse for the 
Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month event.

According to the National 
Network to End Domestic 
Violence, people wear pur-
ple on Purple Thursday in 

part to show support for 
ending domestic violence.

Women’s Center of  East 
Texas Executive Director 
Hollie Bruce said the goal 
for the Thursday event is to 
gather participating orga-
nizations together to bring 
awareness about domestic 
violence, to support survi-
vors and to honor victims.

“What we believe — and 

what has been a national 
trend through the pandemic 
— is that challenge of  seek-
ing help when you might be 
isolated with your abuser,” 
Bruce said. “We all certainly 
know that we are not exactly 
through the pandemic.”

Domestic violence histori-
cally has been a taboo topic, 
Bruce said.

“Domestic violence is not 

just physical violence,” she 
said. “It’s sexual violence, 
threats, emotional abuse 
and other forms of  control. 
So, the frequency and sever-
ity really varies.”

The National Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence 
reports that one in four 
women and one in nine men 

Women’s center aims to raise domestic violence awareness
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mapsHallsville man convicted of capital murder in deaths at Tyler hospital

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

District Attorney Jacob Putman makes his final statements in the trial of 
William George Davis on trial for the death of four patients at Christus 
Trinity Mother Frances in Tyler, on Tuesday in the 114th District Court at 
the Smith County Courthouse. 

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Charged with capital murder William George Davis listens to closing arguments as he stands on trial for the 
death of four patients at Christus Trinity Mother Frances in Tyler, on Tuesday in the 114th District Court at the 
Smith County Courthouse.

Former nurse 
guilty of murder
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