
SPORTS

Baseball’s black 
pioneers honored
Four former U.S. presidents and 
a host of prominent civil rights 
leaders, entertainers and sports 
greats join in a virtual salute to 
the 100-year anniversary of the 
founding of baseball’s Negro 
Leagues. Page 1B

TAKE TWO

Lawmakers urge 
action after briefing
Eight Republican lawmakers 
attended a White House 
briefing Monday about explo-
sive allegations that Russia 
secretly offered bounties to 
Taliban-linked militants for 
killing American troops in 
Afghanistan — intelligence 
the White House insisted the 
president himself had not been 
fully read in on. Page 2A

Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 94.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.
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Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and then 
comment on al-
most every local 
story at news-journal.com.
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AREA SCHOOLS 
SHUT DOWN 
WORKOUTS

SPORTS, PAGE 1B

ONE FINAL 
CELEBRATION
YesterLand Farm’s summer days event to end this weekend 
with Independence Day celebrations on Friday and Saturday.
EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
2-4-4
Pick 3 day
0-3-9
Pick 3 evening
8-6-4
Pick 3 night
2-9-4

Cash Five
4-14-15-27-35
Texas Two-Step
14-17-18-24
Bonus: 13

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

The U.S. Supreme Court struck down 
a Louisiana law Monday that would 
have curtailed access to abortions in the 
state and that was nearly identical to a 
measure the court overturned in Texas 
in 2016.

The ruling is a win for advocates of  
abortion access, who feared the case 
could quickly pave the way for states to 
impose greater restrictions on the pro-
cedure. But legal and legislative battles 
over the procedure are sure to contin-
ue, including in Texas, where there are 
more than 6 million women of  repro-
ductive age. More than 53,800 abortions 
were performed in Texas in 2017, in-
cluding 1,1,74 for out-of-state residents, 
according to government data.

Chief  Justice John G. Roberts Jr. 
joined the liberal justices in a 5-4 deci-
sion that struck down a Louisiana law 
that would have required doctors who 
perform abortions to have admitting 
privileges at a nearby hospital. Roberts 
had dissented in the 2016 decision that 
found Texas’ restrictions placed an un-
due burden on a woman’s constitution-
al right to an abortion. He did not agree 
with the liberal justices’ reasoning 
Monday, instead citing the precedent 
set by the previous case.

“The result in this case is controlled 
by our decision four years ago invalidat-
ing a nearly identical Texas law,” Rob-
erts wrote.

The Waskom City Council near Tex-

Abortion 

law struck 

down in 

close rule
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Anti-abortion protesters wait outside the 
U.S. Supreme Court for a decision Monday in 
Washington on the Louisiana case, Russo v. 
June Medical Services LLC. The court struck 
down the law that would have curtailed 
access to abortions in Louisiana and that 
was nearly identical to a measure the court 
overturned in Texas in 2016.

SUPREME COURT

BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

N
o clear next step 
emerged Monday to an-
swer the question about 

whether a monument to Con-
federate soldiers will remain 
on the Gregg County Court-
house lawn.

About two dozen people 
addressed the Gregg County 
Commissioners Court on Mon-
day, most in opposition to a pe-
tition presented by Longview 
resident and college student 
Chelsea Laury calling for the 
statue to be relocated.

Gregg County Judge Bill 
Stoudt said after the meeting 
that he would let the commis-
sioners decide what to do next 
with this issue, but also said 
that “he might very well” bring 
the monument’s future to the 
court to decide.

“Right now, I’m taking it in 
review,” he said, and said he 
would continue to “listen” to 
the public and think about the 
next step.

Laury’s online petition, 
which says the monument be-
longs in a museum, had about 
3,800 signatures on Monday, 
with some of  those signing 
from outside Gregg County. 
At least one petition has been 
started in support of  keeping 
the monument in its place. 
That petition, which shows to 
have been started about two 
weeks ago by Joe Reynolds, 
had about 1,300 signatures on 
Monday, but it has not been 

presented to the commission-
ers court. None of  the petitions 
have the power to legally force 
commissioners to take action 
on the monument.

The local R.B. Levy Chap-
ter of  the United Daughters of  
the Confederacy dedicated the 
monument in 1911 in what was 
known as Bodie Park, located 
about where the Glover-Crim 
building is in downtown 
Longview at Tyler and Fredo-
nia streets. The monument was 
moved to the courthouse lawn 
in 1940 after the park property 
was sold to make way for the 
Glover-Crim building.

People who spoke against 
the statue’s removal include 
the current and former chair-
men of  the Gregg County Re-

publican Party — Gary Nice 
and Tracy Vincent, respective-
ly — Longview residents and 
some people who live in Ore 
City, Tyler, Carthage and Rusk 
County, though some of  them 
said they previously lived in 
Gregg County. A couple identi-
fied themselves as members of  
the local Sons of  Confederate 
Veterans.

Many of  the speakers argued 
against removing what they 
described as history.

“Our history, I think we 
need to honor the history that 
is there, good or bad,” said 
Keith Lloyd of  Longview. He 
said people need to “grow up 
a little” and realize people will 

‘Taking It in Review’
Gregg commissioners hear speakers against, for removing statue
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Those in attendance join in prayer Monday before the start of a meeting of the Gregg County Commissioners 
Court meeting at the Gregg County Courthouse.
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Zac Calloway speaks Monday during a meeting of the Gregg County Com-
missioners Court meeting in support of the removal of the Confederate 
soldiers monument in front of the Gregg County Courthouse.

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

A small ballot and a pandemic added 
up to low turnout for the first day of  early 
voting in Gregg County.

Election Administrator Kathryn Nealy 
said 68 people voted 
in the first day of  
the primary runoff  
early voting.

“Gregg County 
does not have any 
local races, and we 
realize that’s why 
there has not been a 
lot of  interest,” she 
said. “But every-
body is involved in 
the Democrat state 
railroad commissioner and United States 
senator, so that’s a very important office. 

We need our voters to be aware that is a 
reason to get out and vote.”

The Democratic candidates for senator 
are Royce West and 
Mary “MJ” Hegar. 
The winner of  the 
runoff  will face Re-
publican incumbent 
Sen. John Cornyn in 
November.

The Democratic 
railroad commis-
sioner candidates 
are Roberto R. 
“Beto” Alonzo and 
Chrysta Castañeda. 

The runoff  winner will face Republican 

Gregg County turnout low 
in first day of early voting

BY CASSANDRA POLLIOCK AND 
JUAN PABLO GRAHAM

The Texas Tribune

As Texas grapples with 
soaring coronavirus cases 
and hospitalizations, local 
elected officials in some of  
the state’s most populous 
counties are asking Gov. 
Greg Abbott to roll back 
business reopenings and 
allow them to reinstate stay-
at-home orders for their 
communities in an effort to 
curb the spread of  the virus.

Officials in Harris, Bexar, 
Dallas and Travis counties 
have either called on or 
reached out to the governor 
in recent days, expressing 

a desire to implement local 
restrictions for their regions 
and, in some cases, stress-
ing concerns about hospital 
capacity.

Local governments across 
the state implemented 
stay-at-home orders, which 
generally direct businesses 
deemed nonessential to shut 
down, to varying degrees in 
March before the governor 
issued a statewide directive 
at the beginning of  April. 

Some officials ask for 
power to issue orders

STAY-AT-HOME ORDERS

“Gregg County does not have any 
local races, and we realize that’s why 

there has not been a lot of interest., but 
everybody is involved in the Democrat 

state railroad commissioner and United 
States senator, so that’s a very important 

office. We need our voters to be aware 
that is a reason to get out and vote.”

Kathryn Nealy, Gregg County elections administrator

Louisiana law overturned to be 
in line with past decisions on 
Texas law, Chief Justice says
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■ The rest of the state continues early voting, 
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■ Smith County virus cases up by 
67. Gregg, Harrison counties also 
see increases, Page 5A


