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Time for a Spring Tune-Up
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FEWER TEXANS 
SHOWING UP 
FOR VACCINE

EAST TEXAS, PAGE 5A

SPECIAL
 SECTION
        Say goodbye to winter and hello to spring 
           in East Texas with this home and garden guide.
                SECTION C

THE NATION

Biden teases changes 
to Senate rules
President Joe Biden left the 
door open Thursday to chang-
es in Senate procedure to push 
his agenda. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Country association 
opens Carthage spot
The Texas Country Music 
Association has come home to 
Carthage, with President Linda 
Wilson and her husband, Rich-
ard, taking over a lease at the 
old Alamo Bar and renaming 
the venue. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Mostly sunny.
High of 78.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 11A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
7-9-4
Pick 3 day
3-7-3
Pick 3 evening
0-9-4
Pick 3 night
3-3-3

Cash Five
4-9-10-20-26  
Texas Two-Step
17-20-25-27
Bonus: 29

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to  correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.
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Gov. Greg Abbott has 
named Longview Fire Chief  
J.P. Steelman as chairman 
of  the Texas Commission 
on Fire Protection.

“I was surprised,” Steel-
man said Thursday. “To get 
a phone call like that, it’s 
surprising to say the least. 

Certainly humbling.”
He has been involved 

with the state fire commis-
sion since 2006 when he 
served on a committee.

“I served for about 10 
years, and then in 2017, I 
was appointed to serve as 
a commissioner,” Steelman 
said.

The commission devel-
ops and enforces statewide 

fire service standards and 
provides education and 
assistance to the industry. 
As chairman, he will be 
in charge of  meetings and 
helping the commission 
work through issues as they 
arise.

“We set the standards 
and make sure we have 

BY PAUL J. WEBER  
AND JAMIE STENGLE

Associated Press

AUSTIN — Texas offi-
cials on Thursday raised the 
death toll from February’s 
winter storm and blackouts 
to at least 111 people — near-
ly doubling the state’s initial 
tally following one of  the 
worst power outages in U.S. 
history.

The majority of  the 
deaths are associated with 
hypothermia, according to 
the Texas Department of  
State Health Services. And 
the dramatic number of  new 
victims is still a potential 
undercount, as officials con-
tinue investigating deaths 
that happened around the 
time the storm knocked out 
power to more than 4 mil-
lion customers in Texas.

Many homes went with-
out power or drinkable wa-
ter for days after subfreez-
ing temperatures, failing 
power plants and record 
demand for heat pushed 
Texas’ electric grid to the 
breaking point.

Texas officials earlier this 
month put the initial tally of  
deaths at 57 but warned it 
would increase. The toll now 
officially exceeds Hurricane 

 ■ A story on Page 1A 
Thursday about a former 
Sabine ISD teacher’s aide 
being sentenced after pleading 
guilty to improper relationship 
between an educator and a 
student misidentified Gregg 
County assistant district attor-
neys Todd Smith and Megan 
Pepper.

Storm 
death 
toll 
rises
Texas officials almost 
double count of  
fatalities during  
winter weather

Fire chief named chair of state commission
Longview Fire Chief J.P. 
Steelman speaks in Sep-
tember 2019 at St. Mat-
thew’s Catholic Church. 
Steelman has been 
appointed chairman of 
the Texas Commission 
on Fire Protection.
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Longview Mayor Andy 
Mack on Thursday evening 
credited the more than 
40,000 COVID-19 vaccine 
shots administered at the 
city’s hub with reducing 
hospitalizations locally to 

the lowest point in a “long, 
long time.”

Speaking during the City 
Council’s scheduled meet-
ing, Mack said 25,460 first 
vaccines have been given at 
the hub, which is a partner-
ship between the city, Chris-
tus Good Shepherd Health 

System and Gregg County. 
He said 14,635 second vac-
cines have been adminis-
tered for a total of  more 
than 40,000 shots.

“I’m glad to see the high 
number of  vaccinations tak-
ing place in our community, 
which has to correlate with 

the low number of  hospital-
izations that we have right 
now,” Mack said.

“We’re down lower than 
we’ve been in a long, long 
time, and that’s great news 
for not only the citizens but 
our hospital workers and 
first responders that have 

had to battle this for over a 
year now,” he said. “I’m glad 
we’re to this point, and I 
hope that it continues to spi-
ral downward instead of  spi-
ral upward like we’ve been 
fighting for so many, many 

COVID-19 IN EAST TEXAS

Mayor: More than 40,000 shots given at city vaccine hub

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

H
uman trafficking has 
many myths. A quick 
search of  social media 
will lead to posts about 

the topic, some created to stoke 
fear.

FBI Special Agent Kimberly 
Granich, a Longview native, spoke 
Thursday to the Zonta Club of  
Longview for a presentation at 
Holiday Inn North called “Myth-
busters: Human Trafficking Edi-
tion” aimed at educating the public 
on common trafficking myths and 
how to combat them.

While human trafficking is a 
real threat, it’s not always like in 
movies or television.

“Most of  trafficking is not like 
the movie ‘Taken,’ ” Granich said. 

“That’s not what we normally see.”
She said preconceived notions 

about human trafficking can be 
harmful to victims, as well.

“Stranger kidnappings are 
not the norm,” Granich said. 

NOT LIKE IN THE MOVIES
Speaking to Zonta Club of Longview, FBI agent dispels myths about human trafficking
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Longview native and FBI Special Agent Kimberly Granich speaks Thursday to the Zonta Club of Longview about myths of human 
trafficking during a presentation at the Holiday Inn North.

Priscilla Beckham 
asks questions 
Thursday as 
FBI Special 
Agent Kimberly 
Granich speaks 
Thursday to the 
Zonta Club of 
Longview about 
myths of human 
trafficking at 
the Holiday Inn 
North.
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