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Longview Economic Develop-
ment Corp. is pursuing a marketing 
tool it hopes could attract more and 
bigger commercial development op-
portunities to East Texas Regional 
Airport.

LEDCO President/CEO Wayne 
Mansfield, Airport Director Roy 
Miller, AEP SWEPCO Economic 
and Business Development Manag-
er Eric Basinger and Gregg County 
Judge Bill Stoudt are part of  “an in-

formal group” interested in attain-
ing a certification Mansfield says 
has paid dividends for other com-
munities.

It’s an idea officials are enthusias-
tic about.

“There’s no question that the 
time is now, and I think going for-
ward it’s going to be time,” Stoudt 
said. “We’ve got 900 acres of  pretty 
pristine land out there to develop.”

Said Mansfield: “We’ve got the 
pieces of  the puzzle. We just need 
someone to help us put the puzzle 
together, and that’s what this pro-

gram hopefully will do.”
Known as AEROready, the certi-

fication was developed to help aero-
space prospects identify potential 
locations.

An AEROready-certified com-
munity, region or site is considered 
ready for an aerospace industry, 

having undergone a deep analysis 
that makes sure the community has 
a supply of  labor, opportunity and 
necessary infrastructure.

According to information on the 
aeroready.us website, the certifica-
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OU MAINTAINS LEAD 
IN WIN OVER TEXAS
Oklahoma’s Jalen Hurts threw 3 TD passes to CeeDee Lamb, The Sooner’s           
defense sacked Sam Ehlinger 9 times and never trailed in a 34-27 victory.
SPORTS, PAGE 1D
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Saturday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-5-0
Pick 3 day
0-3-3
Pick 3 evening
6-7-4
Pick 3 night
5-3-0

Lotto Texas
3-11-15-29-44-49
Cash Five
3-9-11-17-30
Powerball
12-29-34-53-65
Powerball: 23
Power Play: 2

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Junior League hosts 
annual Monster Dash
It was a chilly start Saturday 
for the Junior League of 
Longview’s annual Monster 
Dash 5K/10K race. All funds 
raised through the event sup-
port League projects. Page 1B

LIFESTYLE

Pets of the Week
Cookie, a female 3-year-old rat 
terrier/border collie mix is one 
of several featured dogs in the 
Longview area that are in need 
of forever homes.  Page 5C

Today’s weather

Mostly cloudy.
High of 70.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 5B
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Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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After three of four planned town 
hall-style meetings about converting 
the rest of Longview ISD’s campus-
es to a private charter school sys-
tem, two things have become clear: 
Longview ISD has learned parents 
and others still have confusion and 
concerns about the idea, and patrons 
have learned there are still questions 
the district can’t answer.

Parents’ concerns include what 
some see as a loss of choice if  the dis-
trict converts all its campuses to of-
fer the same programs, continues its 
Montessori-only preschool and Kin-
dergarten plan, and doesn’t increase 
transportation opportunities.

Among questions the district has 
struggled to answer is what beyond 
additional state funding the change 
will bring, how that additional fund-

BY DEB RIECHMANN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — There were 
dozens of ears listening to President 
Donald Trump’s 30-minute phone call 
with the leader of Ukraine that is at 
the center of a House impeachment 
inquiry, and as many eyes that saw 
what he said.

White House staffers, working in the 
secure, soundproof Situation Room 
in the West Wing basement, listened 
in and chronicled the conversation. 
National Security Council personnel 
edited a memo written about the call. 
White House lawyers, according to 
a government whistleblower, direct-
ed that the memo be uploaded into a 
highly restricted classified computer 
network. And there were the staffers 
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M
ARSHALL — It was all ants on deck 
Saturday in Marshall for the 37th 
annual FireAnt Festival.

Picture-perfect weather helped draw a 
bigger crowd to the all-day affair than was 
seen a year ago.

“We couldn’t ask for better timing, it’s 
beautiful and people are able to come out 
and enjoy it any time of the day,” said Stacia 
Runnells, director of  the Marshall Area 
Chamber of  Commerce, which throws the 
annual festival.

It didn’t hurt that events were planned for 
all ages throughout the event, which con-
tinued into the evening around the square 
in front of  the Harrison County Historic 
Courthouse.

The festival aims to make something fun 

IMPEACHMENT PROBE

A closer look at 
Trump’s phone 
call to Ukraine

Q&A

LISD hopes 
meetings 
clarify plans 
for charters

‘Time is now’ for airport development
Economic development officials seek certification 
to raise visibility of assets at East Texas Regional

See CHARTER, Page 4A

See AIRPORT, Page 4A

See CALL, Page 5A

Wayne Mansfield Bill StoudtRoy Miller Eric Basinger

Perfect weather credited with 
boosting crowd for Marshall’s 
annual downtown festival

FIREANT 
INVASION

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photos

Top: The Marshall fire ants participate in the Geico Pest Control Parade during the 37th annual FireAnt Festival on 
Saturday in downtown Marshall. Above: Summer Furgurson, 7, spends her morning making giant bubbles during 
the 37th annual FireAnt Festival. Below: Shrona Carter of Longview dances during the festival.

See FIREANT, Page 4A


