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ENERGY BILLS 
SKY-ROCKET 
After unusual icy and snowy weather left millions of 
Texans without power, some are facing another crisis, 
and it comes in the form of a high-dollar electricity bill.
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AUSTIN — The number of  
deaths in Texas due to the ill-
ness caused by the coronavirus 
increased by more than 200 on 

Saturday while the number of  
people hospitalized with the virus 
declined, according to the Texas 
Department of  State Health Ser-
vices.

There were an additional 227 

COVID-19 deaths, more than 4,900 
new cases and 7,535 hospitaliza-
tions, a decline of  222 people hos-
pitalized, the department report-
ed.

Texas has had more than 2.5 mil-

lion coronavirus cases since the 
pandemic began, and more than 
42,000 deaths due to COVID-19, 
the third highest death count in 
the United States, according to 
Johns Hopkins University.

The seven-day rolling average 
of  new cases has fallen from near-
ly 18,980 per day to nearly 5,041 

and the average of  daily deaths 
had dropped from 305.7 per day to 
127.3, according to the Johns Hop-
kins data.

During the past two weeks, the 
rolling average of  daily new cases 
in Texas has fallen by 13,849.3, a 
decrease of  74.7%, according to 
the Johns Hopkins figures.

Texas coronavirus deaths rise by 200
Despite increase in deaths, state reports decline of hospitalizations

BY JOHN RABY 
Associated Press

The U.S. stood Sunday at the brink of  a 
once-unthinkable tally: 500,000 people lost to 
the coronavirus.

A year into the pandemic, the running total 
of  lives lost was about 498,000 — roughly the 
population of  Kansas City, Missouri, and just 
shy of  the size of  Atlanta. The figure compiled 
by Johns Hopkins University surpasses the 
number of  people who died in 2019 of  chron-
ic lower respiratory diseases, stroke, Alzhei-
mer’s, flu and pneumonia combined.

“It’s nothing like we have ever been through 
in the last 102 years, since the 1918 influenza 
pandemic,” the nation’s top infectious disease 
expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, said on CNN’s 
“State of  the Union.”

The U.S. virus death toll reached 400,000 on 
Jan. 19 in the waning hours in office for Pres-
ident Donald Trump, whose handling of  the 
crisis was judged by public health experts to 
be a singular failure.

The first known deaths from the virus in 
the U.S. happened in early February 2020, 
both of  them in Santa Clara County, Cali-
fornia. It took four months to reach the first 
100,000 dead. The toll hit 200,000 deaths in Sep-
tember and 300,000 in December. Then it took 
just over a month to go from 300,000 to 400,000 
and about two months to climb from 400,000 to 
the brink of  500,000.

Joyce Willis of  Las Vegas is among the 
countless Americans who lost family mem-
bers during the pandemic. Her husband, 
Anthony Willis, died Dec. 28, followed by her 
mother-in-law in early January.

There were anxious calls from the ICU 
when her husband was hospitalized. She was 
unable to see him before he died because she, 
too, had the virus and could not visit.

“They are gone. Your loved one is gone, but 
you are still alive,” Willis said. “It’s like you 
still have to get up every morning. You have 
to take care of  your kids and make a living. 
There is no way around it. You just have to 
move on.”

Then came a nightmare scenario of  caring 
for her father-in-law while dealing with grief, 
arranging funerals, paying bills, helping her 

Death toll 
approaches 
milestone 
of 500,000

COVID-19 IN THE U.S.

BY MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The last time 
Merrick Garland was nominated by 
the White House for a job, Republicans 
wouldn’t even meet with him.

Now, the once-snubbed Supreme 
Court pick will finally come before 
the Senate, this time as President Joe 
Biden’s choice for attorney general. 
Garland, an appeals court judge, is 
widely expected to sail through his con-
firmation process, which begins today 
before the Democratic-controlled Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee, with biparti-
san support.

“Judge Garland’s extensive legal ex-
perience makes him well-suited to lead 
the Department of  Justice, and I appre-
ciated his commitment to keep politics 

out of  the Justice Department,” Sen. 
John Cornyn, R-Texas, said in a state-
ment. “Unless I hear something new, I 
expect to support his nomination before 
the full Senate.”

Biden’s choice of  Garland reflects the 
president’s goal of  restoring the depart-
ment’s reputation as an independent 
body. During his four years as presi-
dent, Donald Trump had insisted that 
the attorney general must be loyal to 
him personally, a position that battered 
the department’s reputation. Garland’s 
high court nomination by President 
Barack Obama in 2016 died because the 
Republican-controlled Senate refused 
to hold a hearing.

Garland will inherit a Justice Depart-
ment that endured a tumultuous time 

Snubbed as Obama high court pick, Garland in line to be AG
In this Jan. 7 file photo Attorney 
General nominee Judge Merrick 
Garland speaks during an 
event with President-elect Joe 
Biden and Vice President-elect 
Kamala Harris at The Queen 
theater in Wilmington, Del. The 
once-snubbed Supreme Court 
pick will finally come before the 
Senate, this time as President 
Joe Biden’s choice for attorney 
general. Garland, an appeals 
court judge, is widely expected 
to sail through his confirma-
tion process, beginning today 
at a hearing, with bipartisan 
support.
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BY JUAN LOZANO, 
JONATHAN MATTISE 
AND ADRIAN SAINZ 

Associated Press

H
OUSTON — Hospitals 
across the South grappled 
with water shortages Sun-
day as the region carried on 

with recovery efforts in the wake of  
a devastating winter storm, and the 
weather offered a balmy respite — 
temperatures as high as the mid-60s.

At the height of  the storm, hospi-
tals were left scrambling to care for 
patients amid record cold, snow and 
ice that battered parts of  the country 

more accustomed to going through 
winter with light jackets and short 
sleeves. The icy blast ruptured water 
mains, knocked out power to millions 
of  utility customers and contributed 
to at least 76 deaths — half  of  which 
occurred in Texas. At least seven 
people died in Tennessee and four in 
Portland, Oregon.

A rural hospital in Anahuac, Texas, 
about 50 miles (80 kilometers) east of  
Houston, lost both water and power.

William Kiefer, CEO of  Chambers 
Health, which runs the hospital along 
with two clinics and a wellness center, 
said the facilities resorted to backup 
generators and water from a 275-gal-

lon storage tank. They refilled it three 
times using water from a swimming 
pool in the wellness center.

On Monday, when temperatures 
were in the teens, a woman about to 
give birth walked into the hospital 
after she could not make it through 
the ice and snow to her hospital in 
suburban Houston. Emergency room 
staff  delivered the baby safely, Kiefer 
said.

“It would have taken her another 
two hours to get to (the suburban 
Houston hospital) if  our facility 
wasn’t there,” he said. “We can 

Hospitals confront water shortages 
in wake of devastating winter storm
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Texans Cheerleaders and other volunteers pack food to distribute to hundreds of people picking up supplies from their cars after frigid 
temperatures left the Houston area depleted of resources Sunday in Houston. 
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