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EAST TEXAS/STATE

Boy kind to neighbors, 
sanitation workers
Tyler 3-year-old spreads happi-
ness by cleaning up yards and 
by greeting the garbage truck 
that shows up on his street 
twice a week. Page 5A

TAKE TWO

Hospitals approaching 
capacity across U.S.
Hospitals rapidly approached 
capacity across the Sunbelt, and 
the Miami area closed restau-
rants and gyms again because 
of the surging coronavirus 
Monday, as the U.S. emerged 
from a Fourth of July weekend 
of picnics, pool parties and 
beach outings. Page 2A

Today’s weather

Afternoon storms.
High of 83.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections
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JUDGE ORDERS  
DAKOTA PIPELINE 
COME TO A HALT

NATION, PAGE 7A

SHOW PATRICK 
THE MONEY
Whitehouse graduate, Chiefs agree to biggest contract in 
sports history with 10-year extension worth up to $503 million.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
1-8-7
Pick 3 day
3-6-6
Pick 3 evening
7-4-9
Pick 3 night
5-6-4

Cash Five
2-3-15-24-35
Texas Two-Step
1-7-15-21
Bonus: 20

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

More than 46,000 Texans who 
lost their jobs in recent months, 
mostly because of  the COVID-19 
pandemic, initially were overpaid 
by the Texas Workforce Commis-
sion, which now wants $32 million 
in unemployment benefits back.

“State law requires TWC to re-
cover all unemployment benefits 

overpayments,” Cisco Gamez, 
spokesperson for the state agency, 
said in an email. “Overpayments 
stay on your record until repaid.”

It’s unclear how many of  those 
overpayments, first reported by 
the Houston Chronicle, are the 
result of  fraud and how many are 
the result of  TWC’s errors. The 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The number of calls the Longview Po-
lice Department received about fireworks 
on the Fourth of July was about 67% high-
er than the number received in 2019.

It’s illegal to set off  fireworks inside 
Longview city limits. Longview police 
spokesman Brandon Thornton said 
Monday that the department received 
104 calls about fireworks on Saturday, 
up from 62 in 2019. The department also 
received 17 shots-fired calls, compared 
with eight the previous year.

Those calls could have been from peo-
ple mistaking fireworks for gunshots, he 
said.

In many cases, officers could not locate 
the fireworks someone had complained 
about, but for nearly 30 of the calls, offi-
cers were able to stop and talk to people 
involved. Separately, two warnings were 
issued, Thornton said.

The Longview Fire Department also 
assists in responding to calls about 
fireworks. Assistant Fire Chief Steven 
Green reported nothing out of the ordi-
nary on Saturday.

Fireworks 
calls up 67% 
from 2019

BY CASSANDRA POLLOCK  
AND MEENA VENKATARAMANAN

The Texas Tribune

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner 
encouraged the Republican Party of  
Texas on Monday to cancel its in-per-
son convention in Houston next week 
and warned that should the event con-
tinue, health inspectors would have the 
authority to shut down the gathering if  
certain guidelines are not followed.

Turner said that he planned to send 
a letter to members of  the State Repub-
lican Executive Committee, the state 
party’s governing board, outlining con-
ditions the party must follow in order to 
hold the convention.

“I do not think it is wise or prudent to 

Houston 
mayor 
asks for  
shutdown

TEXAS GOP CONVENTION

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

W
hen Diana Monsivais 
heard U.S. Army Spc. 
Vanessa Guillén’s 

mother plead for her daughter 
to be found, she was moved to 
take action.

And her action caused about 
50 people to show up Monday 
evening and demand justice at 
a protest Monsivais organized 
for Guillén at Loop 281 and Jud-
son Road in Longview.

“When I heard her mom 
speak, that broke my heart, 
that made my heart move,” 
Monsivais said. “Especially 
having a girlfriend that’s in the 
military, it hits me hard. And 
you just want people to be safe, 
especially when they’re serv-
ing us to protect us.”

Guillén, 20, went missing 
from the Fort Hood military 
base in April, according to the 
Texas Tribune. The family said 
Guillén told them before she 
went missing that she was be-
ing sexually harassed on base.

Guillén’s remains were found 
over the weekend — about two 
months after she went missing 
— buried near the base, accord-
ing to the Tribune.

The key suspect in her death, 
Aaron Robinson — also a sol-
dier on the base and whom 

Guillén had said was harassing 
her — killed himself  when con-
fronted by the police.

The Tribune reported a 
criminal complaint alleged 
that Robinson, 20, admitted to 
another woman that he killed a 
female soldier by bludgeoning 
her with a hammer in April and 
then took her body to a remote 
spot in Bell County. The wom-
an, Cecily Aguilar, 22, faces a 
federal charge of  conspiracy to 
tamper with evidence. She’s ac-
cused of  helping mutilate and 
dispose of  Guillén’s body.

Several protests have sprung 
up in Texas cities demanding 
justice for the Mexican Ameri-
can soldier and for her family, 
including an investigation into 
the base.

Longview protesters chanted 
“Queremos? Justicia. Para qui-
en? Vanessa,” which translates 
to “What do we want? Justice. 
For whom? Vanessa.”

Other signs read, “No justice, 
no peace” and “Say her name, 
Vanessa.”

“We just want justice and for 

‘JUSTICE FOR VANESSA’
Longview protesters gather after Fort Hood soldier’s remains found buried

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photos

Deserre Dunn, 17, demands justice Monday at Loop 281 and Judson Road in Longview after the death of U.S. 
Army Spc. Vanessa Guillén. Guillén was a soldier who was missing from the Fort Hood base for two months 
before her remains were found buried. Before she went missing, she told her family she was being sexually 
harassed on base.

Laylani Espree, 4, joins with about 50 other people Monday at Loop 281 
and Judson Road in Longview to demand justice after the death of U.S. 
Army Spc. Vanessa Guillén. 

Texas seeks $32M from unemployed
State finds it overpaid 46K 
people, wants money back

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The lobby to the water util-
ities office inside Longview 
City Hall is temporarily closed, 
after two employees there test-
ed positive for COVID-19, and 
the Kilgore City Pool has been 
closed after two lifeguards 
tested positive.

Longview city spokesman 

Shawn Hara said a notification 
was not made to the general 
public because the chance of  
exposure was limited. Employ-
ees there who deal with the 
public are separated from cus-
tomers by glass partitions.

“You don’t have face-to-
face contact,” Hara said, and 

Longview closes water utilities lobby, Kilgore 
shuts down pool after positive COVID employees
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Inside
■ Smith County records 5th COVID-19 relat-
ed death, and Gregg County reports 21 new 
cases. Page 5A


