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White Oak..............7
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Harleton High, Sen. 
Hughes honor vets
America’s freedoms that its 
military veterans fought for 
are under attack, state Sen. 
Bryan Hughes told students at 
Harleton High School’s Veterans 
Day program Thursday. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Sunny and clear.
High of 63.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 9A
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
8-3-6
Pick 3 day
5-0-0
Pick 3 evening
9-9-0
Pick 3 night
9-5-8

Cash Five
11-18-24-32-34
Mega Millions
3-4-10-39-58
MB: 14
Megaplier: 3

It is the policy of the News- 
Journal to correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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TAKE TWO

Trump tried hard to 
win Ukraine probe
There was no hinting around; 
it was a straight-out trade, two 
key White House officials told 
impeachment investigators. 
Page 2A

BY CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump on Friday dismissed a Chinese 
official’s assertion that his administra-
tion has agreed to roll back some of  the 
higher tariffs it’s imposed on Chinese 
goods.

The Chinese official said Thurs-
day that the two sides had agreed to 
a phased cancellation of  their tariff  
hikes as part of  an emerging agree-
ment.

Trump’s pushback suggested that 
negotiations haven’t progressed as far 
as hoped as the world’s two biggest 
economies struggle to negotiate an end 
to their trade war, which has hurt both 
economies.

“They’d like to have a rollback,” 
Trump told reporters at the White 
House, referring to the Chinese. “I ha-
ven’t agreed to anything.”

The two sides have been working 
on an initial “Phase 1” deal that was 

BY MIKE STOBBE 
Associated Press

NEW YORK — U.S. health 
officials announced a break-
through Friday into the 
cause of  a mysterious out-

break of  vaping illnesses, 
reporting they have a “very 
strong culprit.”

The same chemical com-
pound was found in fluid 
taken from the lungs of  29 
patients across the country, 

the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said. The 
compound — vitamin E ace-
tate — was previously found 
in liquid from electronic cig-
arettes and other vaping de-
vices used by many of  those 
who got sick.

But this is the first time 
they’ve found a common sus-
pect in the damaged lungs of  

patients, officials said.
“We are in a better place 

in terms of  having one very 
strong culprit,” said the 
CDC’s Dr. Anne Schuchat.

Agency officials cautioned 
they cannot rule out all oth-
er toxic substances, and it 
may take animal studies to 
clearly show vitamin E ace-
tate causes the lung damage 
that’s been seen.

More than 2,000 Ameri-
cans who vape have gotten 

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

Bring umbrellas to Veterans Day 
ceremonies Monday, and put on 
heavy coats to brave freezing tem-
peratures that night.

The National Weather Service in 
Shreveport forecasts a 90% chance 
of  rain during the day Monday with 
a high near 59 — and then the ther-
mometer will be dropping overnight 
to 29 degrees.

The mercury will plunge even low-
er to 24 degrees overnight Tuesday, 
said Lisa May, meteorological fore-
caster with the weather service. She 
described it as “pretty cold tempera-
tures this time of  the year for us.”

Organizers of  Gregg County’s Vet-
erans Day program, scheduled Mon-
day on the steps of  the Gregg County 
Courthouse, have said the event will 
move to the county’s covered parking 
area if  it’s raining.

The rain on Veterans Day and ex-
pected freezes are likely to follow 
sunny skies with a high of  63 and 
overnight low of  43 forecast for today 
and sunshine with a high of  69 and 
low of  53 on Sunday, according to the 
weather service.

In preparation for the freezing 
weather, the Atlanta District of  the 
Texas Department of  Transportation 
pretreated bridges with brine along 
state and federal highways within its 
jurisdiction Friday, spokesman Mar-
cus Sandifer said Friday afternoon.

The district covers Bowie, Camp, 
Cass, Harrison, Marion, Morris, Pa-
nola, Titus and Upshur counties, and 
includes U.S. 259, U.S. 80, U.S. 271 and 
U.S. 79, along with Interstates 20 and 
30.

“There is a possibility that we 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

W
hen someone asks Jordan Crayton 
what she wants to be when she grows 
up, she says a Dallas Cowboys cheer-

leader.
The Hallsville High School senior, who 

weighed 17 ounces when she was born, got to 
be a Bobcat cheerleader for the afternoon at the 
final pep rally for seniors Friday.

“She’s always teasing about being a Dallas 
Cowboy cheerleader when she grows up,” 

‘Very strong culprit’ in vaping illnesses identified by CDC
Vitamin E acetate found in fluid taken from 
damaged lungs of 29 patients across nation

Inside
Trump eyes higher legal age to 
buy e-cigarettes in U.S. Page 9A

Trump denies report of China tariff removal
TRADE WAR

President 
Donald Trump 
meets with 
Chinese Vice 
Premier Liu He 
on Oct. 11 in the 
Oval Office.
Andrew Harnik        
AP File Photo

Hallsville High School special needs student performs in senior pep rally

CHEERS FOR JORDAN

Kristen Barton/News-Journal Photos

Above: Makenzie Fulgham, 15, left, Jordan Crayton, 20, and Maci Denby, 15, pause a moment after performing Friday 
at the final Hallsville High School pep rally of the season. Jordan, born weighing 17 ounces, got to be a Bobcat cheer-
leader for the afternoon and perform at her last pep rally with the team. Below: Jordan joins her classmates on the 
floor of the coliseum for the school song at their final pep rally Friday.

See VAPING, Page 3A

See CHINA, Page 3A

See SENIOR, Page 3A

Veterans Day 
rain due, 
then freeze — 
maybe snow

See FREEZE, Page 3A


