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Record verdicts and settlements in the
following Texas counties:

SPORTS

Spring Hill splits with 
Longview, Pine Tree
The Lady Panthers defeat the 
Lady Lobos and fall to the Lady 
Pirates in a tri-match at the 
Pirate Center. Page 1B

TASTE

Can you cook a meal 
without using heat?
If it’s still too hot in the 
kitchen, there are a variety 
of methods to make a meal 
without turning on the oven or 
stove. Page 1C

Today’s weather

Partly cloudy.
High of 97.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for service
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DEATHS AT 
GREGG COUNTY 

RV PARK PROBED
EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A

BIG CONTRACT 
FOR COWBOY
Dallas extends the contract of breakout linebacker 
Jaylon Smith, giving him a five-year extension.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
5-4-4
Pick 3 day
9-6-2
Pick 3 evening
1-8-4
Pick 3 night
9-4-0

Cash Five
8-9-14-30-34
Mega Millions
8-14-25-51-63
MB: 4
Megaplier: 3

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

When students walk into Cody Dug-
ger’s U.S. history class today at Pine Tree 
Junior High School, they’ll find a first-
year teacher excited about his subject.

In high school, Dugger said he enjoyed 
the content of  his history classes, but felt 
like the teachers didn’t care about what 
they were presenting. In college, he said 
once he started having professors who 
were passionate about history, he knew 

what he wanted to do.
“That’s what the difference was,” he 

said. “We need more history teachers 
like that.”

So he said he’s trying to become one. 
When Pine Tree Junior High School stu-
dents walk into Cody Dugger’s U.S. histo-
ry class today as Pine Tree ISD opens the 
school year, they’ll find a teacher excited 
about his subject.

Pine Tree Junior High and other district 
campuses welcome back students today as 
Pine Tree opens the 2019-20 school year.

New Pine Tree history teacher
brings enthusiasm to classroom

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Cody Dugger will welcome students into his U.S. history classroom for 
the first time today at Pine Tree Junior High School.

District opens school year today

FROM STAFF REPORTS

A power outage Sunday 
that affected 85,000 East Tex-
as customers of  AEP South-
western Electric Power Co. 
was caused by an overload 
on part of  the power grid 
after vegetation came into 
contact with two major pow-
er lines between Longview 
and Hallsville, the utility 
said Tuesday evening.

“We’re continuing to in-
vestigate the sequence of  
events to better understand 
what happened,” said Mal-
colm Smoak, SWEPCO 
president and CEO. “We are 
inspecting power lines and 
clearing additional trees and 
other vegetation in problem 
areas along transmission 
rights-of-way, where exces-
sive rain this spring and 
summer has resulted in 
high vegetation growth.”

The Shreveport-based 
utility said initial reports 
from its investigation of  
the massive outage showed 
the first high-voltage power 
line came into contact with 
vegetation that had grown 
into it and caused a fault on 

Power
outage
blamed
on trees

FROM STAFF REPORTS

T
he second defendant in 
a September 2017 racing 
wreck in Longview that 
killed two teenage girls 

and seriously injured a woman 

pleaded guilty Tuesday to three 
charges and was sentenced to 12 
years in state prison.

Davin Blain Davis, 21, of  Halls-
ville pleaded guilty to two counts 
of  racing causing death and one 
count of  aggravated assault. Judge 

Alfonso Charles of  the 124th Dis-
trict Court sentenced Davis to 12 
years on each count to be served 
concurrently.

Davis and co-defendant Chad 
Palmer Malone, 21, of  Longview 
were charged in the September 
2017 wreck on U.S. 259 North/
Eastman Road. Two 17-year-old 

Hallsville man gets 12 years
in 2017 fatal racing wreck

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Davin Davis pleads guilty Tuesday in Gregg County’s 124th District Court in a 2017 racing wreck that killed two women.

SWEPCO: Overgrowth 
came into contact 
with major lines

Davin Davis, 21, is second defendant sentenced in 
deaths of two teenagers on Eastman Road in Longview

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Longview leaders might revisit the 
city’s billboard sign ordinances for 
the first time in 16 years.

Two members of the City Council 
hinted at reopening the discussion 

during a meeting Tuesday in which 
the Zoning Board of Adjustment de-
nied one variance and permanently 
tabled requests for two other vari-
ances to the ordinances.

Lamar Advertising needed the 
variances in order to convert three 
existing static billboard signs into 

new digital signs — and fulfill its 
part of an agreement that would seal 
a redevelopment deal to transform 
the vacant Waffle Shoppe restaurant 
at West Marshall Avenue and Spur 63 
into a Starbucks store.

It’s the first time the board has 
permanently tabled a variance re-
quest in at least 15 years, if  ever, said 
Development Services Director Mi-
chael Shirley.

Unlike a traditional tabling action 

that delays a board’s vote until a 
future meeting, the zoning board’s 
permanent tabling Tuesday leaves 
Lamar with effectively the same 
courses of action as the denial. For 
the board to consider the variance 
requests again, Lamar would have 
to resubmit its application, though it 
could appeal the denied request to a 
state district court.

Starbucks project remains stalled
Waffle Shoppe site to remain after variance request fails; 
Longview council could revisit billboard sign ordinance
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