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WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump pressed the lead-
er of  Ukraine to “look into” Joe 
Biden, Trump’s potential 2020 
reelection rival, as well as the 
president’s lingering grievances 
from the 2016 election, according 
to a rough 
transcript 
of  a sum-
mer phone 
call that 
is now at 
the center 
of  Demo-
crats’ im-
peachment 
probe.

T r u m p 
repeatedly 
p r o d d e d 
V o l o d y -
myr Zelenskiy, new president 
of  the East European nation, to 
work with U.S. Attorney General 
William Barr and Rudy Giuliani, 
Trump’s personal lawyer. At one 
point in the July conversation, 
Trump said, “I would like for you 
to do us a favor.”

The president’s request for 
such help from a foreign leader 
set the parameters for the major 
U.S. debate to come — just the 
fourth impeachment investiga-
tion of  an American president in 
the nation’s history. The initial 
response highlighted the deep 
divide between the two parties: 
Democrats said the call amount-
ed to a “shakedown” of  a foreign 
leader, while Trump — backed by 
the vast majority of  Republicans 
— dismissed it as a “nothing call.”
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Music with a purpose
Neal McCoy & Friends Benefit Concert takes the Belcher Center stage.

Read about it in @play, beginning on Page 4B

THE NATION

Asylum pact seals 
‘Northern Triangle’
The Trump administration 
signed a deal Wednesday 
with a third Central American 
country that would effectively 
seal off the region, preventing 
asylum-seekers traveling 
through from entering the 
United States. Page 7A

SPORTS

H.S. football: Tough 
district race on tap 
A combined 76 returning start-
ers and a grueling non-district 
schedule are two reasons why 
District 11-6A is the toughest 
in the state. Longview is set 
to open district play Friday 
against Rockwall. Page 1B

Today’s weather

Mostly sunny.
High of 93.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 9A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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Wednesday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
5-9-26-38-41-44
Cash Five
16-24-28-30-32
Powerball
37-43-44-45-53
Powerball: 25
Power Play: 3

Pick 3 morning
9-3-4
Pick 3 day
8-1-1
Pick 3 evening
2-9-5
Pick 3 night
7-2-1

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Kilgore council OKs 
deal for Dairy Queen
Developers who want to bring 
Dairy Queen back to Kilgore 
have entered an agreement 
to improve Lantrip Street 
adjacent to the proposed 
restaurant site. Kilgore hasn’t 
had a Dairy Queen in more 
than a decade. Page 5A
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School safety was on the 
minds of  area superinten-
dents Wednesday at the Tex-
as Public Schools Post 86th 
Legislative Summit hosted 
by Longview ISD.

In some cases, it’s always 
on their minds, said White 
Oak ISD Superintendent 
Mike Gilbert.

“Nobody’s more con-
cerned with safety than we 
are,” he said. “You can be 
consumed with that to the 

point that you don’t experi-
ence the joy this job is capa-
ble of  giving you.”

Gilbert, along with 
Mount Pleasant ISD Super-
intendent Judd Marshall, 
Lindale ISD Superintendent 
Stan Surratt, Texarkana 
ISD Superintendent Paul 
Norton and Tyler ISD Su-
perintendent Marty Craw-
ford, took part in a panel on 
reactions to the 86th legis-
lative session, which ended 
this spring. School board 
members and other admin-
istrators also participated.

Gilbert said the school fi-
nance bill, or House Bill 3, 
“was the most significant 
funding increase that I’ve 
ever experienced in 39 years 
in this business.” The leg-
islation injected billions of  
dollars into Texas public 
schools.

“It directly and immedi-
ately impacted our districts 
salaries to employees,” he 
said.

Gilbert said he does not 
refer to the salary increases 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

S
tudents at Longview schools 
started their day with prayer 
Wednesday during annual See 

You at the Pole gatherings.
See You at the Pole is a national 

rally where students meet at their 
schools’ flagpoles to pray.

Longview, Pine Tree and Spring 
Hills schools held rallies Wednes-
day morning, with the Rev. Brad 
Daugherty of  New Beginnings 
Baptist Church leading Spring Hill 
High School students in song.

See You at the Pole also was 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

The price tag for needed road 
projects in the Longview area 
during the next 25 years exceeds 
$415 million, according to road plan-
ning documents compiled earlier 
this year.

Transportation Planning Manag-
er Macie Wyers presented the Mo-
bility 2045 Plan on Wednesday at the 
Longview Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Policy Board meeting.

Mobility 2045 was a project in 
which the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization and other agencies 
gathered public input to determine 
the transportation needs of  res-
idents in Longview, Gladewater, 
White Oak and surrounding areas 
during the next quarter century.

Several projects identified in Mo-
bility 2045 were included in the 2020 
Unified Transportation Program 
that received approval for funding 
in August from the Texas Trans-
portation Commission. Among 

those projects is reconfiguring the 
Interstate 20-U.S. 259-Texas 31 in-
terchange that Wyers said includes 
widening the interstate from four 
lanes to six lanes. That project is es-
timated to be let for contractor bids 
in 2023.

“They’re all estimates at this 
point in time,” Wyers said. “It will 
depend on the development of  the 
project. Really, the (2020 Unified 
Transportation Program) was just 
adopted, so those let dates will get 
refined over time.”

Three projects selected for the 
Mobility 2045 list are on roads that 
have a history of  fatal crashes. Sev-

en projects are within a quarter 
mile of  a school campus, while 14 
projects are along designated truck 
routes.

The plan includes five Longview 
street projects that will receive 
$21.12 million in bond funding 
through 2022, including Fairmont 
Street reconstruction, Estes Park-
way reconfiguration, Cotton Street 
improvements, Reel Road widening 
and Mobberly Avenue reconstruc-
tion.

Mobility 2045 also includes eight 
highway projects totaling $533 mil-
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Cameron Wall, 14, Jimmy Dixon, 14, Matthew Martin, 14, and Austin Bonner, 14, pray during the See You at the Pole event 
Wednesday at Spring Hill High School.

SEE YOU AT THE POLE

Longview students gather at annual school prayer events
Olivia Saenz, 
8, partici-
pates in a 
prayer while 
attending 
the See 
You at the 
Pole event 
Wednesday 
at Pine 
Tree’s Birch 
Elementary 
School. 
Michael Cavazos  
News-Journal 
Photo

Long-range transportation plan costs to exceed $415M
Area road projects presented at MPO meeting

More inside
 ■ Whistleblower  
complaint is  
‘deeply disturbing’

 ■ AG Barr thrust 
by Trump into a 
political fray

 ■ How Ukraine call 
could violate 
campaign finance 
laws

See Page 8A

See PLAN, Page 3A

See POLE, Page 3A

School leaders discuss issues at summit

State Rep. Jay 
Dean attends 
the Texas 
Public Schools 
Post 86th 
Legislative 
Summit on 
Wednesday 
at the Hilton 
Garden Inn.
Michael Cavazos   
News-Journal Photo

Trump 
probe 
deepens 
divisions

See SUMMIT, Page 3A

See TRUMP, Page 3A


