
Kilgore.................45
Chapel Hill...........38

White Oak............30
Sabine....................11

Palestine..............17
Henderson.............8

Tatum..................44
Atlanta.................20

Gilmer...................41
Pittsburg...............6

Waskom...............56
Queen City.............7

Carthage..............35
Jasper...................18

Union Hill.............46
Leverett’s Chapel..30
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Today’s weather

Plenty of sunshine.
High of 73.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 9A
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Opinion ...................................4A
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Friday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
7-2-1
Pick 3 day
4-1-6
Pick 3 evening
9-4-2
Pick 3 night
5-2-1

Cash Five
3-4-5-23-30
Mega Millions
27-32-50-52-57
MB: 12
Megaplier: 5

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or 
clarifications to Managing Editor 
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.

Corrections
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Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
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Log in through 
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NATION/WORLD

Trump courts voters 
in must-win states
President Donald Trump  
fought  to  energize  his  
sagging  reelection  bid  in  the  
nation’s  Sun  Belt. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/TEXAS

Tyler company uses 
litter from Hawaii
After 15-year search, a Tyler 
company has found a way to 
remove 1.2-million plastic bot-
tlecaps from Hawaii. Page 5A

ZAK WELLERMAN
zwellerman@tylerpaper.com

The first week of  early voting 
for the November election was 
strong in Gregg and Smith coun-
ties, with thousands of  residents 
casting ballots.

In the first four days, Gregg 
County had 15,009 voters come 
out across 10 polling sites. In the 
first three days of  early voting 
in Smith County, 17,844 ballots 
were cast at seven locations, ac-
cording to each elections office.

Gregg County Elections Ad-

ministrator Kathryn Nealy said 
turnout has held steady steady 
since the first day Tuesday, 
which saw 3,959 voters come 
to the polls. She added turnout 
dropped slightly Thursday and 
Friday.

A total of  3,899 Gregg Coun-
ty residents voted Wednesday; 
3,543 voted on Thursday; and 

Gregg early voting starts strong 
Voters wait in line 
Tuesday to cast 
their ballots on 
the first day of 
early voting at 
the Broughton 
Recreation Center 
in Longview.

Les Hassell 
News-Journal Photo

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

Rapid COVID-19 testing for con-
senting Longview ISD staff  members 
could begin as early as next week af-
ter the district was named part of  a 
state pilot program, a district spokes-
man said Friday.

Students at all campuses, with pa-
rental permission, also eventually 
will be screened.

On Wednesday, Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
announced a program between his 
office, the Texas Education Agency 
and the Texas Division of  Emergency 
Management that will provide virus 
testing to eight districts across the 
state.

According to a statement from the 
governor’s office, the program will 
help schools conduct rapid tests of  
district employees and students to 
mitigate the spread of  COVID-19 on 
campuses.

The Division of  Emergency Man-
agement will provide the districts 
with the rapid antigen tests to admin-
ister to those who choose to partici-
pate. The district also will receive nec-
essary personal protective equipment 
to administer the tests, which produce 
results in 15 minutes.

The testing program eventually will 
be open to all school systems, accord-
ing to the TEA. Longview ISD was 
chosen as part of  the pilot program 
after the state identified districts fo-
cused on bringing students back into 
the classroom environment who rep-
resent a range of  demographics and 
were willing and able to participate, 
the TEA said.

“The first thing that will need to be 
done is the proper training, followed 
by setting a plan for the testing and 
getting the equipment, which would 
be provided to us,” said district spokes-
man Francisco Rojas. “Longview ISD 
nurses, assistant nurses and other rel-
evant staff  will be administering the 
tests.”

He said the goal is to have testing 

LISD to 
start staff 
testing
District named part of state 
COVID-19 screening program

BY KRISTEN BARTON
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T
he COVID-19 pandemic 
and leadership chang-
es have forced the pri-
vate Crisman School in 

Longview to shut down Oct. 30 
for the rest of  the school year.

Crisman board member La-
tricia Malone said board mem-
bers decided to close the school 
because there was not enough 
income to keep it open.

The school serves students 
in prekindergarten through 
eighth grade who need special 
education services, she said. 
Some of  those needs could be 
attention deficit disorder, dys-
lexia or autism.

The hope is for the school 
to reopen in fall 2021 with new 

administration, branding and 
teachers, Malone said.

About 14 students were en-
rolled this year compared with 
about 40 in a typical year, she 

said. The nonprofit school re-
lies solely on tuition.

Some parents decided to 

Pandemic, more force  
Crisman School to close

Private school hopes 
to reopen next fall

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Students work on Halloween decorations Friday in Athena Mask’s art class at The Crisman School in Longview. 
The school will close Oct. 30 with a hope to reopen in fall 2021.

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Aurora Thrasher, 7, paints a picture of a jack-o-lantern as she and other 
students work on Halloween decorations Friday in Athena Mask’s art class 
at The Crisman School in Longview. 

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

The unemployment rate 
in the Longview metropoli-
tan statistical area of  Gregg, 
Rusk and Upshur counties 
increased to 9% in Septem-
ber, a 1.7% jump from Au-
gust. The local figure also 
exceeded the Texas unem-
ployment rate for Septem-
ber of  8.3%.

The state rate was a sharp 
increase from the August 
unemployment rate of  6.8%. 
The Longview MSA posted 
an unemployment rate of  
3.6% a year ago.

The statewide uptick, 
economists said, shows 
how some industries that 
had hoped to weather the 
coronavirus pandemic’s 
economic recession have 

not been able to do so and in-
stead have announced large 
numbers of  layoffs. The an-
nouncement also shows that 
a lot of  Texans are jobless 
seven months into the pan-
demic despite widespread 
business reopenings across 
the state.

Friday’s announcement 
provides what could be the 
clearest snapshot of  the 

Texas economy ahead of  the 
Nov. 3 election. Peter Rodri-
guez, dean of  the Jesse H. 
Jones Graduate School of  
Business at Rice Universi-
ty, called the increase “evi-
dence that we didn’t take the 
short route out of  the reces-
sion.”

“We’re going to be here for 
a little while,” he said.

The airline industry has 

been particularly hard hit 
in recent weeks. That sector 
laid off  tens of  thousands of  
people as the travel industry 
continues suffering during 
the prolonged pandemic, ac-
cording to The Washington 
Post.

American Airlines 
is based in Fort Worth, 

Area unemployment up to 9% in September, tops state 
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