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Record verdicts and settlements in the
following Texas counties:

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Longtime educator 
earns Rotary honor
Kay Ray, a longtime Longview 
ISD educator who directs the 
district’s Education Foundation 
and coordinates scholarships, 
is named Citizen of the Year by 
the Rotary Club of Longview. 
Page 5A

TASTE

Craft brewers 
aim for attention
The U.S. craft brewery industry 
has grown by more than 90 
percent since 2014, and that 
crowded field brings the need 
to stand out with signature 
flavors. Page 1C

Today’s weather

Storms possible.
High of 81.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections
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GOP SENATORS 
VOICE OPPOSITION 

TO MEXICO TARIFFS
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

BULLDOG 
SEND-OFF
Kilgore High School’s baseball team takes 
on Sweeny today in the state tournament.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-4-2
Pick 3 day
9-3-6
Pick 3 evening
0-3-1
Pick 3 night
4-0-9

Cash Five
7-18-19-20-27
Mega Millions
25-37-46-48-68
MB: 8
Megaplier: 2

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

At least 30 Longview resi-
dents and municipal staff  at-
tended a neighborhood meet-
ing Tuesday about upcoming 
improvements to Lois Jackson 
Park.

It was the first of six meet-
ings during the next five weeks 
in which city staff  will gather 
input on how to spend $7.4 mil-
lion in bonds at several parks 
around town.

“It’s our tax money,” 
Longview parent Phillip Fos-
ter said, “so if  we have the op-
portunity to kind of persuade 
one way or another, it could 
help.”

City staff  is collecting public 
input that will be used, along 
with studies, engineering and 
surveying, to put together a 
final plan of improvements for 
Lois Jackson, Stamper/Wom-
ack, Spring Creek, Patterson 
and McWhorter parks, Parks 
and Recreation Director Scott 
Caron said. Those parks were 
identified for improvements in 
the $24.71 million parks bond 
proposition that voters ap-
proved in November.

He expects the final plan to 
be complete around Thanks-
giving and for construction 
to take a year to 18 months 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

When Rose LaBay starts her 
senior year in the fall, it will be 
in a country she’s never been to, 
surrounded by people speaking a 
language she doesn’t know.

And she could not be more ex-
cited.

The Pine Tree student will 
spend her senior year studying 
abroad in Bosnia, an Eastern 
European country. LaBay will be 
on a scholarship from the YES 
Abroad program, sponsored by 
the U.S. State Department.

“Only 65 kids get it, so I knew 
it was a slim chance,” she said. 
“But it’s a full-paid scholarship 
to study abroad. I was really 
lucky to get it.”

LaBay wants to study inter-
national relations in college and 

Bosnia bound: Pine Tree senior to spend year abroad

Pine Tree High 
School senior 
Rose LaBay 
speaks Tuesday  
about preparing 
to spend her 
senior year 
studying in Bosnia 
through a U.S. 
State Department 
scholarship.
Michael Cavazos 
News-Journal Photo

She’s one of 65 students 
in nation selected for 
scholarship program

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Gov. Greg Abbott said Tues-
day that he can keep Texas’ 
plumbing board alive without 
calling a special legislative ses-
sion, as he reassured plumbers 

who were worried their profes-
sion will no longer be subject to 
state regulations.

“TEXAS PLUMBERS: We’ve 
got this,” Abbott said on Twit-
ter. “The Legislature has given 
the Governor many tools in 

my toolbox to extend the State 
Board of  Plumbing Examiners 
for two years without needing 
to call a special session. We will 
let you know very soon. Don’t 
worry.”

It was not immediately clear 

how Abbott could 
rescue the Texas 
Board of  Plumbing 
Examiners, a state 
agency that licens-
es plumbers and regulates the 
industry.

The board is set to wind down 

Abbott: Plumbing board fix coming

Gov. Greg Abbott

Governor says he can keep regulating board operating without special session

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

J
essica Mitchell has known she wants 
to go into law enforcement since she 
was about 10 years old. As a sergeant 
in the Longview Police Explorer pro-

gram, she is on the right track.
Now 20 and getting ready to start studying 

criminal justice at LeTourneau University 
in the fall, Mitchell said she wants to get a 
bachelor’s degree so she can move higher up 
the law enforcement ladder.

“You can become an officer with just a 
GED, but you can’t become anything more 
than just a regular patrol officer,” she said. 
“I would like to be a game warden or some-
thing else further in law enforcement.”

Mitchell is one of  the Longview Police 
Explorer sergeants attending this week’s 
Police Explorer Summer Camp. Students 

HANDS-ON TRAINING

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photo

Jessica Mitchell, left, leads a group of fellow Police Explorers in exercises Tuesday while participating in the Longview 
Police Explorer Summer Camp at Spring Hill Junior High School. Mitchell plans a career in law enforcement.

Kristen Barton/News-Journal Photo

Longview police Officer Josh Marrs talks with Police Explorer Jessi-
ca Mitchell before a traffic stop simulation Tuesday at the Longview 
Police Explorer Summer Camp at Spring Hill Junior High School. 

Longview Police Explorer Camp teaches students about law enforcement

See BOARD, Page 3A

See STUDENT, Page 3A

See CAMP, Page 3A
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Backers
of skate
park get
vocal
Residents attend first 
in series of meetings on 
Longview park upgrades

See PARKS, Page 3A


