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GETTING 
THEIR DUE
Spring Hill volleyball stars earn a share            
of 16-4A All-District team’s top honors.
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NATION

Biden signs $1T 
infrastructure deal
President Joe Biden signed his 
hard-fought $1 trillion infra-
structure deal into law before a 
bipartisan, celebratory crowd, 
declaring it a “change for 
the better” for the American 
people. Page 2A

EAST TEXAS

Mission brings back 
Gobble Wobble event
Newgate Mission’s 17th annual 
Gobble Wobble fundraiser is 
fast approaching. The Nov. 20 
event, consisting of a 1-mile fun 
run, 5k and 10k, begins at the 
Loop 281 entrance of the Paul 
G. Boorman Trail. Page 5A

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to  correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports  
corrections can be found in 
Scoreboard.
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Monday’s lottery

Today’s weather

Partly sunny.
High of 80.
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The more than 80-year-old 
Longview Community Center will 
soon be under new management 
and reopen for public use in the 
coming months.

Gregg County Commission-
ers on Monday approved a lease 
and management agreement for 
the facility with Arts!Longview. 
Arts!Longview is the nonprofit 
organization charged with shep-
herding the goals of  the 320-acre 
state-designated Arts!Longview 
Cultural District. The dis-
trict stretches from downtown 
Longview south down Mobberly 

Avenue to LeTourneau University 
and includes the area where the 
Longview Community Center is lo-
cated at Methvin and Whaley.

Arts!Longview Board President 
Jon Cromer said the community 
center has been closed since the 
pandemic began.

“We think this partnership will 
be a great thing, not only for the 
district but for the county as a 
whole, because we plan to make 
the building available for people 
around the community to rent at 
reasonable rates for events, perfor-
mances, meetings...” Cromer said.

It also will continue to be used as 

BY PATRICK SVITEK
The Texas Tribune

Four years ago, a little-known Dem-
ocratic congressman from El Paso 
named Beto O’Rourke announced he 
was running for U.S. Senate, challeng-
ing Republican incumbent Ted Cruz.

O’Rourke got started early, launch-
ing more than a year and a half  before 
the general election. At the time, a 
majority of  voters told pollsters they 
were unfamiliar with him. And per-
haps for that reason, the incumbent 
virtually ignored him for 11 months, 
as O’Rourke began to tour all 254 
counties in Texas, built an electrify-
ing campaign that captured the na-
tion’s attention and ultimately came 
within 3 percentage points of  Cruz.

He had the wind at his back as 
the country delivered a blue wave in 
rebellion against President Donald 
Trump’s first two years in office.

And in the process, O’Rourke be-
came the new star of  a Texas Demo-
cratic Party that desperately needed 
one, smashing fundraising records, 
energizing young people and attract-
ing a healthy amount of  GOP defec-
tors. Even his defeat was treated as a 
kind of  victory by Democrats as the 
“Beto wave” swept their other candi-
dates into office down the ballot.

This time, O’Rourke’s statewide 
campaign is starting in a completely 
different place.

His run against Gov. Greg Abbott, 
which he announced Monday, is start-
ing 229 days later than his U.S. Sen-
ate campaign did in 2017. O’Rourke 
is now well known statewide — and 
polls show more Texas voters have a 
negative view of  him than a positive 
one. And Abbott’s not giving him a 
pass, regularly rallying Republicans 

O’Rourke 
to run for 
governor
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Beto O’Rourke speaks at a campaign stop at 
Liberty Missionary Baptist Church in Tyler 
on Oct. 25, 2018. O’Rourke announced his run 
for Texas governor on Monday.

Dem enters 2022
a weaker candidate
with a harder race

ANALYSIS

BY YOLEYNE ROMERO
yromero@news-journal.com

A
fter suffering an injury 
this past year, the name-
sake of  Carmela’s Mag-

ical Santa Land says the mas-
sive holiday attraction north of  
Longview has returned for the 
season with some new features.

Carmela Davis said a house 
from the movie “Frozen” along 
with characters from the film 
have been added to the sprawl-
ing Christmas holiday light dis-
play north of  town that opened 
on Nov. 5.

Santa Land, at 6085 U.S. 
259 north of  the Judson Road 
intersection, is open 5:30 p.m. to 
10 p.m. Sunday through Thurs-
day and 5:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays until 
Jan. 5. Admission is free, but 
donations are appreciated.

The drive-thru Santa Land 
runs a little more than a mile 
and includes about a quar-
ter-mile walking trail and a gift 
shop. The trail and shop have 
added decorations this year, 
according to Davis, and there 
are other additions new this 
season. The display includes 
“Whoville” houses to make 
the village more complete, and 
there are some Ninja Turtles 
along with many more light 
displays.

Davis said signs have been 
added in the cancer area of  the 
display to raise awareness of  
various issues like post-trau-
matic stress disorder, Alzhei-
mer’s, autism, muscular dys-
trophy and multiple sclerosis.

She said one of  the signs 
came as a suggestion. When 

people involved in Santa Land 
added the sign, they started to 
look at other issues.

After she was injured in an 
accident this past year, Davis 
said she now suffers from 
PTSD in some areas of  her life.

“I’m still going through it. 
I still walk with a gait. I just 
got rid of  the cane in August,” 

Davis said. “I still can’t run 
like I used to, and then I broke 
my arm out there a couple 
weeks ago in a couple different 
places.”

Davis said she got tangled 
in some net lights and injured 
her arm when she tried to walk 

Community center under new management
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The Longview Community Center is shown Monday. 

Santa Land returns to Longview with added holiday features

Les Hassell/News-Journal Photos

ALL: Visitors to Carmela’s Magical Santa Land drive through the massive holiday display on Wednesday. 
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