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DORIAN 
HITS EAST 

COAST HARD  
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

LONGVIEW TAKES 
ON MARSHALL
Check out a preview of the big rivalry game and many more 
throughout East Texas in The Zone.
SPORTS, SECTION B

EAST TEXAS/ STATE

LETU develops robot 
for tech competition
A group  of LeTourneau  
University students designed 
and built a robot for a  
competition in Silicon Valley 
to test whose design can keep 
geese off golf courses. Page 
5A
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EAST TEXAS/STATE

Former deputy denies 
rape during transport
A former Harrison County sher-
iff’s deputy accused of raping 
a woman during a transport in 
March has denied allegations 
in response to a civil rights 
lawsuit. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Hot and sunny.
High of 102.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 11A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
2-4-5
Pick 3 day
8-0-5
Pick 3 evening
0-0-2
Pick 3 night
7-2-6

Cash Five
1-7-12-13-18
Texas Two-Step
4-6-31-33
Bonus: 30

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

City wins cultural arts designation
BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC

jisaac@news-journal.com

State grant access, com-
munitywide focus and 
greater collaboration are 
coming to Longview after 
a state panel’s unanimous 
decision to designate the 
Arts!Longview Cultural 
District.

On Thursday morning, 
the Texas Commission on 
the Arts picked Longview, 
Denton and Beaumont to 
join 40 other cultural dis-
tricts in the state.

Cultural districts are 
special zones that har-
ness the power of  cultural 

resources to stimulate eco-
nomic development and 
community revitalization, 
and they can become focal 
points for generating busi-
nesses, attracting tourists, 
stimulating cultural de-
velopment and fostering 
civic pride, according to 
www.arts.texas.gov .

Longview scored 968 of  
a possible 1,000 points on 
its application, making it 
the highest score among 
all six applicants this sum-
mer, Arts!Longview board 
chairwoman Nancy Mur-
ray said from Austin.

“I was sitting in the 
room when they vot-

ed,” Murray said. “I am 
thrilled. Longview is run-
ning on all cylinders right 
now, and the arts are tak-
ing the lead.”

As for scoring a 968, 
“We’re very proud of  that 
score,” she said.

The designation culmi-
nates more than 17 months 
of  planning, petitioning 
and putting pieces in place 
first to tell the state com-
mission of  Longview’s in-
tent to apply for the desig-
nation and then to submit 
the application in June.

“The winners here are 

BY ERIN MANSFIELD
emansfield@tylerpaper.com

TYLER — A man who served six terms as 
mayor of White Oak, has been chairman of the 
Gregg County Republican Party and chaired 
the board of trustees for Longview Regional 
Medical Center was sentenced Thursday to a 
year in federal prison for forging his wife’s sig-
nature on loan documents.

Tim Vaughn had pleaded guilty in May to 
making false statements to a bank — false state-
ments that a federal judge 
said got the former East Texas 
politico a loan on which he lat-
er defaulted.

Judge Jeremy Kernodle 
declared on Thursday that 
Vaughn will spend 12 months 
and 1 day in federal prison 
and forfeit $145,100 plus pro-
ceeds and interest as part of a 
plea deal.

Vaughn’s federal public de-
fender Matt Millslagle requested that his client 
be sentenced to the prison in Texarkana, and 
Kernodle agreed to make the request.

After Vaughn’s imprisonment, he will face 
five years of supervised release.

Vaughn pleaded guilty to one of four counts 
on which a federal grand jury indicted him on 
Feb. 20 under his legal name of Timmy Lynn 
Vaughn. The prosecution agreed to dismiss the 
other three counts — a second count of false 
statement to the bank and two counts of aggra-
vated identity theft.

Each false statement offense carried up to 30 
years in prison, a fine of up to $1 million and five 
years of supervised release. Each identity theft 
count carried a minimum of two years in pris-
on, a fine of up to $250,000 and up to one year of  
supervised release and would have to be served 
consecutively.

The sentencing took place in the Tyler court-

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

A public school teacher and 
cattleman hopes to bring a focus 
on infrastructure, free education 
and health care to Washington in 
a campaign to unseat eight-term 
U.S. Rep. Louie Gohmert.

Democrat Hank Gilbert an-
nounced his bid for his par-
ty’s nomination Thursday in 
Longview, Tyler and Nacogdo-
ches. The cattleman and retired 
teacher, who lives near the Gregg/

Smith county line, said East Tex-
ans grew up being taught values 
from their parents and churches.

“Unfortunately, we have a con-
gressman who grew up in the 
same area but has lost those val-
ues,” Gilbert, 59, told five or six 
supporters on the Gregg County 
Courthouse lawn. “We have got a 
representative now that’s in his 
15th year (in Congress) that be-
lieves more in representing what 
the president and millionaires 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

T
he Gregg County Fair 
kicks off  its 70th year 
of entertaining East 

Texans at 6 p.m. today.
Slated nightly through Sept. 

14, the fair features rides, 
exhibits, stage entertainment, 
contests, pony races, the 

Miss Gregg County Pageant, 
food and a petting zoo and is 
sponsored by the Longview 
Jaycees.

Gates open at 6 p.m. on 
weekdays and 4 p.m. on week-
ends at the Longview Fair-
grounds and Exhibit Building, 
1123 Jaycee Drive.

Admission is $6 and free for 

children 3 and younger, senior 
citizens and military mem-
bers and their families with 
proper identification.

Armbands cost $20 Monday 
through Thursday and $25 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

For information, go to  
greggcountyfair.com or call 
(903) 753-4478.

Gregg County Fair to kick off today

If you go
 ■ What: Gregg County Fair
 ■ When: 6 p.m. to midnight today, 4 p.m. to midnight Saturday, 4 to 10 p.m. Sunday, 6 to 10 p.m. Monday, 6 to 
10 p.m. Tuesday, 6 to 10 p.m. Wednesday, 6 to 11 p.m. Thursday, 6 p.m. to midnight Sept. 13, 4 p.m. to midnight 
Sept. 14

 ■ Cost: General admission $6; free for children 3 and younger, seniors ages 60 and older, and military and 
family. Armbands and ride coupons available.

 ■ Information: greggcountyfair.com

70 YEARS AND THE LIGHTS

STILL SHINE

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Santiago Pasos and Saturnino Canela set up rides Thursday to get ready for today’s opening of the 70th 
annual Gregg County Fair at the Longview Fairgrounds.

Vaughn 
gets year 
in jail for 
forgery

Tim Vaughn

See VAUGHN, Page 3A

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Cultural groups in 
Longview are awaiting 
word on a pot of  city 
grant funding that in-
creased 3.6% this year 
because of  rising hotel/
motel tax revenues.

As with every year, 
the pot falls short of  the 
total request from the 
arts groups by nearly 
$200,000, but big news 

from Austin could make 
up that shortfall with 
state grants, officials 
said.

On Thursday morning, 
the Arts!Longview Cul-
tural District was named 
a Texas Cultural District 
by unanimous vote of  the 
Texas Commission on 
the Arts.

The designation makes 
Longview’s nine cultural 

See ARTS, Page 3A

Democrat Gilbert hopes to challenge Gohmert

Tyler Democrat Hank 
Gilbert announces 
his campaign on 
Thursday to seek 
the Democratic 
nomination for the 
congressional seat 
occupied by U.S. 
Rep. Louie Gohmert, 
R-Tyler.
Michael Cavazos 
News-Journal PhotoSee GILBERT, Page 3A

Groups vie for city aid; 
state funding soon

See FUNDING, Page 3A


