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Longview firefighters 
teach water safety
Children at the Longview Swim 
Center learn about helping 
someone who’s drowning and 
also learn about hot car safety. 
Page 5A

TASTE

Chicken salad gets 
few modern touches
Use low-fat yogurt to replace 
most of the mayo and add 
turmeric and black pepper 
for a healthier chicken salad 
sandwich with a kick. Page 1C

Today’s weather

Chance of storms.
High of 87.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and then 
comment on al-
most every local 
story at news-journal.com.
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MAN SENTENCED 
IN LONGVIEW 

WOMAN’S DEATH
EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A

U.S. WOMEN 
IN FINAL
U.S. squad edges England, 2-1, and will face winner of 
Netherlands and Sweden in World Cup championship.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
6-4-3
Pick 3 day
5-2-0
Pick 3 evening
7-7-5
Pick 3 night
5-1-4

Cash Five
11-17-20-31-35
Mega Millions
3-25-37-40-55
MB: 13
Megaplier: 2

BY GLENN EVANS
gevans@news-journal.com

A
bout two dozen con-
stituents delivered let-
ters Tuesday to U.S. 
Rep. Louie Gohmert’s 

Longview office protesting “dis-
graceful” conditions at migrant 
detention centers on the border.

“He needs to 
spend some time 
there personally 
and know that his 
constituents are 
concerned about 
this humanitari-
an crisis,” Lauren 
Land said, shortly 
before the group 
passed through 
security at the 
Gregg County 
Courthouse to 
hand Gohmert 
Field Representa-

tive Shannon Crisp their written 
protests.

Land said Tuesday had been 
declared Close the Camps Day 
across the nation.

“These things are going on all 

over the country,” she said. “The 
goal is to talk to your local rep-
resentative if  he or she is in the 
office.”

Local event organizer Geff  
Grimes was not optimistic 
Gohmert, the Republican repre-
senting Northeast Texas in the 
U.S. House, will be influenced by 
the notes.

Gohmert, he said, “supports 

everything the Trump adminis-
tration is doing. He’s carried wa-
ter for the Trump administration 
even before there was a Trump 
administration.”

Noting he had not seen the 
letters, Gohmert indicated later 
Tuesday by email that he is rely-
ing on federal agents on the bor-

Letters to lawmaker 
protest border shelters
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Amanda Veasy, back center, and her children, Jayden, 8, Gavin, 10, Jaryn, 3, and Keiton, 13, hand letters Tuesday protest-
ing conditions at border immigrant detention centers to U.S. Rep. Louie Gohmert Field Representative Shannon Crisp at 
Gohmert’s office at the Gregg County Courthouse. The letters were delivered as part of Close the Camps events nationwide.
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Melissa Al-Ahmadi looks over a letter Tuesday that expresses her concerns 
about immigration detention centers. Her letter and others from U.S. Rep. 
Louie Gohmert’s Longview constituents were delivered to Gohmert’s office at 
the Gregg County Courthouse. BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC

jisaac@news-journal.com

Heritage Tower’s transforma-
tion from office building to senior 
living complex will add almost 
two dozen new windows and oth-
er cosmetic changes.

Four Corners Development, 
which will begin renovations 
next month to the 84-year-old 
structure at 208 N. Green St. in 
downtown Longview, detailed its 
plans Tuesday to the city’s His-
toric Preservation Commission.

The commission unanimously 
granted a certificate of  appropri-
ateness that allows Four Corners 
to make changes to what was 
originally called the McWilliams 
Furniture Co. Building but later 
held other monikers, including 

Longview 
housing 
project gets 
better views

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The battle over access to abor-
tion services is heating up in East 
Texas.

A reproductive equality group 
that works toward providing 
women with equal access to abor-
tion has erected two billboards 
in response to the Waskom City 
Council’s recent decision to ban 
abortion and declare the town a 
“sanctuary city for the unborn.”

The Lilith Fund for Reproduc-
tive Equity says it has put up the 
billboards that read “Abortion 
is Freedom” along Interstate 20 
near Waskom to let city leaders 
there know that abortion is still 
legal in Waskom and throughout 
the country.

A post on the organization’s 
Facebook called the move by 
Waskom’s council a publicity 
stunt that was intended to intim-
idate organizations such as the 
Lilith Fund.

“They tried us, but we’re clap-
ping back,” the post read in part.

The Lilith Fund, which has 
an Austin address, states on its 
website that it provides finan-
cial assistance for women seek-
ing to terminate an unwanted 

BY LISA MASCARO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Texas congressman 
says he released video and photos of  migrant 
women being held at a border facility in his 
state so the public could better understand 
“awful” conditions under President Donald 
Trump’s policies.

Democratic Rep. Joaquin Castro said in 
an interview that he had no second thoughts 
about taking and sharing the images after of-
ficials had asked the lawmakers on a facility 
tour to leave their cellphones behind. He post-
ed the images after visiting a station in El Paso.

“There’s a reason these conditions are kept se-
cret because (they) are awful,” said Castro, chair-
man of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.

Video details ‘awful’ shelter conditions
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U.S. Rep. Joaquin Castro of Texas speaks alongside members 
of the Hispanic Caucus on Monday after touring inside of the 
Border Patrol station in Clint on the Texas-Mexico border.

Abortion
signs go
up near
Waskom
Group erects ‘Abortion 
is Freedom’ billboards in 
response to town’s ban

Other downtown 
Longview housing

The Heritage Tower project is 
one of two underway to bring more 
housing to downtown Longview.

Renovations of the historical 
Petroleum Building on Whaley Street 
into 45 apartment homes could be 
completed as early as November, 
representatives of Saigebrook Devel-
opment of Austin said in May.

Saigebrook and a Kansas contrac-
tor are converting the former parking 
garage and office building into apart-
ment homes called Alton Plaza.

More, new windows planned

IMMIGRATION

Residents visit Gohmert’s 
Longview office, seek 
changes at migrant 
detention facilities

Inside
■ Federal 
report warns 
that border fa-
cilities require 
“immediate 
attention.” 
Page 8A
■ Central 
Americans 
awaiting 
asylum in U.S. 
bused home. 
Page 5B

Texas congressman releases images
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