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Putin says war will 
strengthen Russia
“I’m sure that we’ve lost nothing 
and won’t lose anything,” 
Russian President Vladmir Putin 
said Wednesday. “The main 
thing we’ll gain is strengthening 
our sovereignty.” Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Film students seek 
funds for contest
Longview High School film 
students have made it to the 
finals in the All American High 
School Film Festival in New 
York, but need to raise $18,000 
to afford the trip. Page 4A
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Wednesday’s lottery

Today’s weather
Mostly sunny.

High of 88.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 3B
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Daily 4 evening:
2-3-6-5 FB: 1
Daily 4 night:
7-1-5-5 FB: 8
Lotto Texas
2-25-35-41-45-49
Cash Five
9-13-19-20-30
Powerball
3-16-30-33-36
Powerball: 20
Power Play: 3

Pick 3 morning
8-0-2 FB: 9
Pick 3 day
7-1-2 FB: 7
Pick 3 evening
3-3-9 FB: 3
Pick 3 night
7-7-9 FB: 2
Daily 4 morning
5-3-5-2 FB: 6
Daily 4 day
2-5-5-8 FB: 4

It is the policy of the 
News-Journal to correct errors. 
Direct requests for corrections 
or clarifications to Editor Tim 
Thorsen at (903) 237-7759 or 
Managing Editor Randy 
Ferguson at (903) 237-7751. 
Sports corrections can be 
found in Scoreboard.
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The planned new home of  the 
Longview Museum of  Fine Arts is on 
its way to becoming a Local Historic 
Landmark.

The city’s Historical Landmark 
Commission on Monday gave its ap-
proval for naming what was originally 
the Longview National Bank Building 
at 213 N. Fredonia Street in down-
town Longview a local historic land-
mark. The designation also must be 
approved by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission during a meeting set for 
Sept. 20 and then the City Council on 
Oct. 13. That would complete the des-
ignation process, making the building 
the 11th local historic landmark.

There were two structures,” City 

Planner Angela Choy told the com-
mission. The original part of  the 
building was built in 1940. An expan-
sion was built between about 1958 and 
1960 that “kind of  encapsulated” the 
building, Choy said. The building was 
designed by B.W. Crain, a noted archi-
tect who was based in Longview, but 
whose work is known throughout the 
state. The building has an exterior of  
white Alabama Marble and gray gran-
ite panels. It also has a parking garage 
addition.

Local landmarks must meet at least 
one of  the requirements set for a local 
landmark in the city’s Unified Devel-
opment Code.

“This building actually meets a 
lot of  the requirements,” Choy said, 

LMFA seeks historical designation
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Members of the Longview Historic Preservation Committee in August tour 
the former bank building that is the future home of the Longview Museum 
of Fine Art.
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A
ctivity is picking up 
at Longview’s new-
est large commer-
cial development 

after COVID-19’s arrival in 
2020 put the brakes on prog-
ress at The Crossing at Main 
and Main.

The 42-acre project, which 
eventually will include 
everything from office space 
and restaurants to medical 
services and apartments, is 
at Eastman Road and Loop 
281 next to Mobberly Baptist 
Church. A new street, Nealy 
Way, provides access to the 
development from Loop 281.

“We had all the construc-
tion done, the road was 
built,” said Wade Johnson, 

who heads up the company 
behind the development, Fu-
ture Frontiers. In early 2020, 
two restaurants also were 
close to finalizing contracts 
to locate there. Everything 
stopped when COVID-19 
arrived and shut down a sig-
nificant portion of  business 
activity.

“Those restaurants both 
backed out. COVID put a 
hurt on us,” Johnson said, 
but now, momentum is re-
turning. Work Smart began 
offering shared office space 
in 2021, and Yukon Coffee 
opened this year.

Construction has started 
close to the development’s 
Nealy Way entrance on a new 
location for Jack’s Natural 

Commercial development in Longview — with restaurants, apartments, more — gains momentum
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A sign advertises the retail possibilities at The Crossing at Main and Main in Longview. The 42-acre project will include everything from office space and restaurants 
to medical services and apartments.
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Construction continues on a new business at The Crossing at Main and Main in Longview.
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Music will once again be among 
the trees in the garden tonight 
when the Longview Arboretum 
and Nature Center kicks off  a new 
season of  its “Roots in the Gar-
dens” fall concert series with a per-
formance by The Jazz Connection.

Executive Director Steven Cham-
blee said the idea for the concert 
series sprouted after a board mem-
ber’s visit to the Dallas Arboretum.

“They were having Thursday 

night concerts,” Chamblee said, 
“and all she could think about 
was, ‘We have got to do this in 
Longview.’”

The weekly concert series, a fund-
raiser for the arboretum, continues 
each Thursday through Sept. 29 on 
the stage at Water’s Edge.

Chamblee said the series is still 
in its seedling stage and features 
mostly regional acts. He hopes that 
over time it will grow to bring in 
even bigger name performers.

Fall concert series returns to Longview arboretum
Terry and Sheri 
Johnston enjoy 
a picnic as they 
and other guests 
listen to a musical 
performance May 
6, 2021, at the 
Longview Arbore-
tum and Nature 
Center’s spring 
concert series.
Les Hassell 
News-Journal File Photo

FULL SPEED AHEAD

LETOURNEAU WINS THRILLER IN ASC VOLLEYBALL OPENER / 1B

See MUSEUM, Page 3A
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