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WITH NEW AID, 
SCHOOLS SEEK 

SOLUTIONS
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CHAMPS AGAIN 
AFTER 29 YEARS
After nearly 3 decades, Stanford has earned a NCAA women’s 
basketball championship title again. The Cardinal won 54-53.
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DALLAS — The count of  peo-
ple hospitalized with COVID-19 
in Texas has continued to de-
cline, even as state health official 
reported more than 1,600 new 
cases of  the disease caused by 

the novel coronavirus Sunday.
The Texas Department of  

State Health Services reported 
21 new fatalities from COVID-19 
Sunday along with 1,465 con-
firmed cases of  the virus and 219 
probable cases.

There were 2,817 people in 

state hospitals with the disease 
Saturday, the most recent day for 
which data is available. That’s 
fewest since June of  last year.

The lower hospitalization 
count comes as more than 15% 
of  Texans have been fully vacci-
nated, according to Johns Hop-

kins University data. The feder-
al Centers for Disease Control 
reports 27% of  the state’s popu-
lation has received at least one 
dose

Around one in twenty corona-
virus tests administered in Tex-
as over the last week have come 

back positive, according to the 
university data.

Texas is set to receive 2.5 mil-
lion more doses of  coronavirus 
vaccines this week, according to 
state health officials. All Texans 
16 and older are eligible to re-
ceive the vaccine.

Hospitalizations continue to decline
COVID-19 IN TEXAS

BY FARNOUSH AMIRI 
Associated Press/Report for America

The officer who Cassandra Quinto-Collins says 
kneeled on her son’s neck for over four minutes 
assured her it was standard protocol for sedating 
a person experiencing a mental breakdown.

“I was there watching it the whole time,” Quin-
to-Collins told The Associated Press. “I just trust-
ed that they knew what they were doing.”

Angelo Quinto’s sister had called 911 for help 
calming him down during an episode of  paranoia 
on Dec. 23. His family says Quinto didn’t resist the 
Antioch, California, officers — one who pushed 
his knee on the back of  his neck, and another 
who restrained his legs — and the only noise he 
made was when he twice cried out, “Please don’t 
kill me.”

The officers replied, “We’re not going to kill 
you,” the family said. Police deny putting pres-
sure on his neck. Three days later, the 30-year-old 
Navy veteran and Filipino immigrant died at a 
hospital.

It is the latest stark example of  the perils of  
policing people with mental health issues. In re-
sponse to several high-profile deaths of  people 
with mental health issues in police custody, law-
makers in at least eight states are introducing 
legislation to change how law enforcement agen-
cies respond to those in crisis.

The proposals lean heavily on additional train-
ing for officers on how to interact with people 
with mental health problems. It’s a common re-
sponse when lawmakers face widespread outcry 
over police brutality like the U.S. saw last year fol-
lowing the death of  George Floyd in Minneapolis. 
But none of  the proposals appear to address the 
root question: Should police be the ones respond-
ing when someone is mentally ill?

In California, lawmakers introduced legisla-
tion on Feb. 11 that, among other things, would 
require prospective officers to complete college 
courses that address mental health, social ser-
vices and psychology, without requiring a degree.

In New York, lawmakers in January proposed 
an effort to require law enforcement to complete 
a minimum of  32 credit hours of  training that 
would include techniques on de-escalation and 
interacting with people who have mental health 
issues.

The proposal came nearly a year after Roch-
ester, New York, officers put a spit hood over 
Daniel Prude’s head and pressed his naked body 
against the street until he stopped breathing. The 

States push 
mental health 
training for 
police officers

BY JIM SALTER 
Associated Press

Viewers watching the trial of  a former 
Minneapolis officer charged with murder 
in George Floyd ‘s death may be struck by 
the array of  prosecutors taking turns pre-
senting their case. The choice of  who does 
what is no accident.

While Derek Chauvin ‘s attorney, Eric 
Nelson, works alone, the prosecution 
is being handled by two assistant attor-
neys general, Matthew Frank and Erin 
Eldridge, and two outside lawyers, Jerry 
Blackwell and Steve Schleicher. Ten more 
are working behind the scenes, many for 
free.

Experts agree the roles played by pros-
ecutors are based on the skill sets each 
brings, but appearances matter, too.

Why did Blackwell give                

the opening statement?
The undercurrent of  racial tension — a 

white police officer accused of  killing a 
Black man — can’t be ignored. Blackwell 
is a prominent Black civil rights attorney 
and one of  the founders of  the Minnesota 
Association of  Black Lawyers. Last year, 
he won a posthumous pardon for a Black 
man wrongly convicted of  rape before the 
infamous Duluth lynchings of  1920.

But law professors following the case 
said it’s Blackwell’s unique ability to 
translate complicated legal jargon into 
information jurors can understand that 
made him the obvious pick to lay out the 
prosecution’s case.

Explainer: Legion of Chauvin prosecutors, each with own role
In this image from video, 
prosecutor Jerry Black-
well, left, speaks while 
defense attorney Eric 
Nelson, right, listens, as 
Hennepin County Judge 
Peter Cahill presides 
during opening state-
ments March 29 in the 
trial of former Minneap-
olis police officer Derek 
Chauvin in the May 25, 
2020, death of George 
Floyd at the Hennepin 
County Courthouse in 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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BY FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press

V
ATICAN CITY — Christian-
ity’s most joyous feast day 
was celebrated worldwide 
with the faithful spaced 

apart in pews and singing choruses of  
“Hallelujah” through face coverings 
on a second Easter Sunday marked by 
pandemic precautions.

From vast Roman Catholic ca-
thedrals to Protestant churches, 
worshippers followed regulations on 
the coronavirus. In some European 
countries, citizens lined up on Easter 
for their turn to receive a COVID-19 
vaccine.

In the Lombardy region of  Italy, 
where the pandemic first erupted in 
the West, a hospital gave a traditional 
dove-shaped Easter cake symbolizing 
peace to each person waiting to get 

HYMNS THROUGH MASKS

Christians mark another pandemic Easter Sunday

AP Photo

Priests participate in the Easter Sunday Mass led by the Latin Patriarch at the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, where many Christians believe Jesus was crucified, buried and rose 
from the dead, in the Old City of Jerusalem on Sunday.
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Parishioners gather on a beach for an Easter Sunday service at sunrise hosted by Hope Community Church of Manasquan on Sunday in 
Manasquan, N.J. 
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