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EAST TEXAS/STATE

Family holds vigil  
for missing woman 
The family of a Gregg County 
woman whose disappearance 
law enforcement believes 
might involve criminal activity 
says they are working to keep 
the faith that she will come 
home safe. Page 5A

HOMEWORK

Spring Hill pre-K  
visits Ellis Pottery
Spring Hill’s 60 full-day pre-K 
students recently visited Ellis 
Pottery to decorate pumpkins, 
have story time and visit the 
pumpkin patch. Page 4C

Today’s weather

Mostly sunny.
High of 68.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News-Jour-
nal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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HEALTH CARE 

IN DEBATE
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

ASTROS TAKE 
2-1 SERIES LEAD 
Houston beats Yankees 4-1 in Game 3 of American League 
Championship Series. Nationals win National League title.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

news-journal.com

What’s inside

WEDNESDAY
October 16, 2019

Advice.......................................5C

Classifieds.................................6B

Comics.......................................6C

Leisure......................................5C

Markets.....................................7A

Obituaries.................................5B

Opinion ....................................4A

Taste..........................................1C

Tuesday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
7-2-1
Pick 3 day
9-1-2
Pick 3 evening
1-0-1
Pick 3 night
5-2-2

Cash Five
5-13-15-23-28
Mega Millions
4-12-14-35-70
MB: 2
Megaplier: 2

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Out with the old and in 
with the new.

Eastman Credit Union 
plans to build a three-story 
branch location for banking 
operations and offices at the 
site of  the former Home-
town Buffet restaurant in 
Longview.

Eastman, a banking firm 
based in Kingsport, Ten-
nessee, was granted a zon-
ing variance Tuesday by a 
unanimous vote of  the city 
of  Longview’s Zoning Board 

of  Adjustment.
Eastman needed the 

variance to meet its de-
sign plans, which call for a 
three-story building with a 
parapet — measuring a to-
tal of  55 feet, 4 inches high, 
architect Luther Kane said.

Located at 2026 W. Loop 
281 at the entrance to Pine 
Tree Junior High School, 
the former Hometown Buf-
fet exterior was remodeled 
to become a Wei Asian Buf-
fet, but it never opened.

Liang-Longview LLC has 

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

Nearly three dozen Longview Repub-
licans plan to attend a campaign rally 
Thursday for President Donald Trump 
in Dallas while a smaller number of  
Democrats plan to travel to a counter-
rally.

Twenty-nine to 35 Republicans from 
Longview plan to show up at the Keep 
America Great rally at 7 p.m. at the 
American Airlines Center, the chair-
man of the Republican Party of Gregg 
County, Tracy Vincent, said Tuesday. 

BY KRISTEN BARTON
kbarton@news-journal.com

S
pring Hill alumnus Michael 
Moody led his alma mater 
to a “superior” score at 

the University Interscholastic 
League marching band contest 
Tuesday.

The Spring Hill High School 
band received a 1, the highest 
rating at the contest, from all 
three judges at the Region 4 
contest.

Moody, who is in his first year 
leading the “Blue Brigade,” said 
the conferences alternate going 
to state every other year, de-
pending on whether they’re even 
numbered or odd numbered — 
1A-3A-5A or 2A-4A-6A.

So, the Spring Hill band, 
which comes from a 4A school, 
cannot compete for state this 
year, but it will compete Nov. 2 at 
the National Association of Mili-
tary Marching Bands at Stephen 
F. Austin State University.

“To come back to Spring 
Hill and to lead them to a first 

division has been really exciting, 
humbling and an experience not 
a lot of directors get to experi-
ence,” Moody said. “Coming 
back home made it much more 

unique, and I’m just really excit-
ed for these kids.”

When Moody was offered the 

Area GOP to 
attend Trump 
rally in Dallas 
Local Dems plan to go to 
counterrally in Grand Prairie

LONGVIEW’S LOOP 281

Special to the News-Journal

After winning a zoning variance Tuesday from Longview’s Zoning Board of Adjustment, the Eastman 
Credit Union plans to build a three-story branch location for banking operations and offices at 2026 
W. Loop 281, Longview, the site of the former Wei Asian Buffet.See BUILD, Page 3A

See RALLY, Page 8A

FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

What House Speaker Dennis Bon-
nen is heard saying on a secret re-
cording that was made public Tues-
day is “crazy,” a “horrible scandal” 
that should lead 
to his resignation, 
East Texas lawmak-
ers said Tuesday.

“The question 
everybody is still 
asking, why in the 
world? Why?” state 
Rep. Travis Clardy, 
a Nacogdoches Re-
publican, said after 
the tape of  the speaker’s private 
June 12 meeting with a conserva-
tive activist was released. “What did 
they hope to gain by it?”

The recording shows Bonnen, a 
Republican, sought help ousting 
Clardy and other fellow Republi-
cans in next year’s election, that 
he called a female lawmaker “vile” 
and said President Donald Trump is 

Local schools receive top scores at UIL regional marching band contest

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Drum major Valerie Ferrell and the Spring Hill High School marching band perform during the University Inter-
scholastic League Region 4 Marching Contest on Tuesday at Sam Parker Field in Mount Pleasant. The band earned 
a 1, the highest rating, for its performance. 

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

The Pine Tree High School marching band performs during the University 
Interscholastic League Region 4 Marching Contest on Tuesday at Sam 
Parker Field in Mount Pleasant. The band earned a 1, the highest rating, for 
its performance and will advance to the area contest. 

A WINNING BEAT

See BAND, Page 3A

Credit union to raze eatery, build new branch

RECORDING RELEASED

ET reps call 
for Bonnen 
resignation

Dennis Bonnen

See BONNEN, Page 3A


