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CDC CAUTIONS U.S.
OF VIRUS SURGE
The warnings came as Biden laid out new steps to expand
COVID-19 vaccinations to all adults over the next 5 weeks.
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PANOLA COUNTY

Disaster declaration issued after tornadoes
BY MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
mshamburger@panolawatchman.com

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Student work shown
at local art museum
Longview Museum of Fine Arts
is holding its 61st Student Invitational until April 3. On display
at the exhibit is artwork submitted by 206 students from 14
East Texas schools. Page 5A

Panola County’s top administrator
on Monday issued a disaster declaration after severe storms this past weekend spawned tornadoes that caused
widespread damage and killed one
person.
The declaration, issued by County
Judge LeeAnn Jones, proclaims a local
state of disaster in place for seven days,
unless renewed by the Panola County
Commissioners Court.

Saturday’s storms produced five tornadoes in the region, including two tornadoes with ratings of EF-2 in Panola
County, the National Weather Service
said in a preliminary report issued
Sunday night.
The tornadoes in Panola County
traveled on the ground for more than
15 miles and reached winds above 115
mph, resulting in the death of one
person, injuries to several others and
widespread damage throughout the

Widespread damage was reported
in Panola County
after a tornado
and storms hit the
southern part of
the county Saturday from Dotson
to Deadwood.

See DISASTER, Page 3A
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SOLES & BOARDS
Local artists prepare for return of Longview’s downtown ArtWalk
SPORTS

Houston wins, moves
ahead to Final Four

Associated Press

Today’s weather
Afternoon t-storm.
High of 79.
SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

What’s inside

Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-3-6
Pick 3 day
6-0-0
Pick 3 evening
2-2-6
Pick 3 night
6-7-9

Cash Five
18-19-21-22-29
Texas Two-Step
16-19-24-26
Bonus: 28

Corrections
It is the policy of the NewsJournal to correct errors. Direct
requests for corrections or
clarifications to Managing Editor
Randy Ferguson at (903) 237-7751.
Sports corrections can be found in
Scoreboard.

Join the conversation
Log in through
your Facebook
account and then
comment on almost every local
story at news-journal.com.

Cargo ship
freed from
Suez Canal
BY ISABEL DEBRE AND SAMY MAGDY

This is the university’s first
semi-final match since coach
Guy Lewis led the Cougars to
the 1984 title game, where
they lost to Patrick Ewing and
Georgetown. Page 1B
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Erin Jeffers speaks about her custom painted shoes and her company LOW Shoes on Wednesday. Shoes painted by
Jeffers will be on display and available for purchase during the upcoming ArtWalk in downtown Longview.
BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

A

s Longview native
Erin Jeffers creates
inspired artwork on
shoes, her goal is to help other
single parents like herself by
providing them with financial
assistance.
Jeffers is the founder of
LOW Soles, her freelance
business in which she makes
custom artwork on name
brand sneakers for customers.
Her plan is to use proceeds
from LOW Soles to give back
to single parents in need.
“I really just want to help
everyone I can help. Hopefully
he (her son, Liam) will catch

Lakey Hinson
speaks about
painting custom designs
on skateboards on
Wednesday.
Boards painted by Hinson
will be on
display and
available for
purchase at
Ollie’s Skate
Shop during
the upcoming
ArtWalk in
downtown
Longview.

See ARTISTS, Page 3A

Inside
■ Hundreds of students from across
East Texas have their work displayed at
Longview Museum of Fine Arts. Page 5A

SUEZ, Egypt — Salvage teams
on Monday finally freed the colossal container ship stuck for nearly
a week in the Suez Canal, ending a
crisis that had clogged one of the
world’s most vital waterways and
halted billions of dollars a day in
maritime commerce.
A flotilla of tugboats, helped by
the tides, wrenched the bulbous
bow of the skyscraper-sized Ever
Given from the canal’s sandy bank,
where it had been firmly lodged
since March 23.
The tugs blared their horns in
jubilation as they guided the Ever
Given through the water after days
of futility that had captivated the
world, drawing scrutiny and social
media ridicule.
“We pulled it off !” said Peter Berdowski, CEO of Boskalis, the salvage firm hired to extract the Ever
Given. “I am excited to announce
that our team of experts, working
in close collaboration with the Suez
Canal Authority, successfully refloated the Ever Given … thereby
making free passage through the
Suez Canal possible again.”
Navigation in the canal resumed
at 6 p.m. local time (1600 GMT, noon
EDT) said Lt. Gen. Osama Rabei,
head of the Suez Canal Authority,
adding that the first ships that were
moving carried livestock. From the
city of Suez, ships stacked with containers could be seen exiting the canal into the Red Sea.
At least 113 of over 420 vessels
that had waited for Ever Given to be
freed are expected to cross the canal
by Tuesday morning, Rabei added
at a news conference.
Analysts expect it could take at
least another 10 days to clear the
backlog on either end.
The Ever Given sailed to the Great
Bitter Lake, a wide stretch of water halfway between the north and
south ends of the canal, for inspection, said Evergreen Marine Corp.,
a Taiwan-based shipping company
that operates the ship.
See CANAL, Page 3A
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Hallsville ISD trustees name lone superintendent finalist
BRIDGET ORTIGO
bortigo@marshallnewsmessenger.com

HALLSVILLE — The Hallsville
ISD Board of Trustees on Monday
named district Assistant Superintendent of Central Administration John Martin the lone finalist
for superintendent to replace outgoing Superintendent Jeff Collum.
The mandatory 21-day waiting
period begins today, and the trustees are set to meet again on April
19 to offer Martin the superintendent position.

“John Martin
has served Hallsville ISD for many
years and has
done a great job
for the district,”
Board President
Jay Nelson said
Monday.
“His
John Martin
experience will
be valuable in
the future, and he is a Bobcat at
heart.”
Martin, who is in his 13th year
at Hallsville ISD, graduated from
Hallsville High School in 1997.

“I’ve served as assistant superintendent for five years and
before that, assistant principal at
Hallsville High School for three
years, then principal at Hallsville
High School for five years,” Martin said. “I’m thrilled and honored to be named lone finalist.
This district means a lot to me. I
want to continue to give back to
the district, students and staff
that have given so much to me.”
Martin is the father to two
Hallsville High School grads and
a Hallsville Junior High School
student.

Martin will work with Collum
as he transitions into the superintendent role. Collum’s resignation is effective May 31 as he
leaves to serve as superintendent
of Conway Public Schools in Conway, Arkansas.
Nelson said the district used Arrow Educational Services to conduct its superintendent search.
Collum came to Hallsville ISD
in 2016 from Arkansas where he
was serving as Benton ISD superintendent. Collum replaced
then-retiring Hallsville ISD Superintendent Jim Dunlap.

