
TAKE TWO

Judge: Release 
Trump’s tax returns
A federal judge rules that New 
York City prosecutors can see 
President Donald Trump’s tax 
returns for an investigation 
into matters including the 
payment of hush money to 
adult film actress Stormy Dan-
iels and a Playboy centerfold. 
Page 2A

EAST TEXAS/STATE

Pine Tree opens 
‘Treasure Closet’
Pine Tree High School teacher 
Ashley Martell leads new 
program that provides free 
hygiene products to students 
in need. Page 5A

Today’s weather

Mostly sunny.
High of 80.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A

It is the policy of the  News- 
Journal to  correct errors. Direct 
requests for corrections or clarifi-
cations to Editor Richard Brack at 
(903) 237-7759. Sports corrections 
can be found in Scoreboard.
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JUDGE IN GUYGER 
TRIAL: I COULDN’T 

REFUSE A HUG
EAST TEXAS/STATE, PAGE 5A

RAYS POUND 
ASTROS, 10-3
Tampa Bay beats Houston to cut AL Division Series 
deficit to 2-1 with Game 4 set today in Florida.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
3-2-2
Pick 3 day
5-7-6
Pick 3 evening
6-7-2
Pick 3 night
7-7-9

Cash Five
4-11-25-28-31 
Texas Two-Step
10-12-23-32
Bonus: 16

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

Three local professionals 
have been nominated to serve 
on the Longview Economic De-
velopment Corp. board of  direc-
tors as nonvoting members.

Trinity School of  Texas’ Col-
lege Advising Director Ran-
jit Kodali, Eastman Chemical 
Co.-Texas Operations Learning 
Services Manager I.J. “Pete” 
Lamothe III, and Dollar General 

Corp. Senior Human Resources 
Manager Erin Ann Oakes will 
be considered Thursday by the 
Longview Council Appoint-
ments Committee and then the 
full City Council.

If  approved, they would re-
place Chairman Conner Cupit 
and non-voting members Frank 
“Penny” Edwards, who passed 
away earlier this year, and the 
Rev. D.J. Nelson.

“Nonvoting (members) are 
100% part of  every decision, 

(but) they just don’t vote,” Cupit 
said Monday. “Ideally, we want 
non-voting to be a segue into a 
voting seat.”

Cupit has rolled off  the board, 
saying that he is “now 100% re-
located to Dallas, so it made 
most sense for me to roll at the 
turn of  the fiscal year” on Oct. 1.

Meanwhile, nonvoting mem-
ber David Cowley is slated to 
become a voting member, and 

Three nominated for LEDCO board

BY ROBERT BURNS, LOLITA C. BALDOR 
 AND MATTHEW LEE

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Monday cast his 
decision to abandon Kurdish fight-
ers in Syria as fulfilling a campaign 
promise to withdraw from “endless 
war” in the Middle East, even as 
Republican critics and others said 
he was sacrificing a U.S. ally and 
undermining American credibility.

Trump declared U.S. troops 
would step aside for an expected 
Turkish attack on the Kurds, who 
have fought alongside Americans 
for years, but he then threatened to 
destroy the Turks’ economy if  they 
went too far.

Even Trump’s staunchest Re-
publican congressional allies ex-
pressed outrage at the prospect of  
abandoning Syrian Kurds who had 
fought the Islamic State group with 
American arms and advice. It was 
the latest example of  Trump’s ap-
proach to foreign policy that crit-
ics condemn as impulsive, that he 
sometimes reverses and that fre-
quently is untethered to the advice 
of  his national security aides.

“A catastrophic mistake,” said 

Trump
defends
decision 
on Syria

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Two weeks after fall officially be-
gan, the temperatures to go with it 
have arrived in the Longview area.

National Weather Service Mete-
orologist Mario Valverde said the 
cold front that moved in Sunday will 
keep high temps in the 80s today and 
Wednesday. Another front Friday 
that is expected to bring storms will 
drop temperatures again.

Today’s low will fall to the mid-50s 
with a high around 80, Valverde said. 
On Wednesday, the low will be in the 
mid-60s with a high in the mid-80s. 
Thursday morning is expected to be 
in the mid-60s and warm up to the 
upper 80s. Highs are expected in the 
lower 70s and mid-60s this weekend, 
with lows falling to the 40s Friday 
and Saturday.

Longview received about .2 inch-
es of rain Monday. For the year, 
Valverde said the city is above aver-
age for total rainfall at 34.91 inches, 
which is 5.94 inches above normal.

Finally, it 
feels like fall

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
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C
onsultants unveiled 
two concepts Mon-
day for a monument 
along a Longview 

entryway, with many res-
idents at a public meeting 
favoring what’s called the 
“Piney Portal” plan.

The Piney Portal, a 
16-foot-tall by 60-foot-long 
masonry wall with a 10-foot 
pedestrian portal and a lin-
ear grove of  trees, was one 
of  two monument concepts 
that received the biggest 
positive response from res-
idents at a similar public 
meeting two months ago.

“I like that!” Marie Ed-
wards said about the Piney 
Portal during presentations 
Monday at the second meet-
ing held by consultants and 
city staff  at LeTourneau 
University.

The Piney Portal and a 
“City Signs” concept, which 
calls for 20-foot-tall art mo-
tifs spelling out the city’s 
name, were the finalists from 
dozens of  potential picks for 
a monument planned at the 
convergence of  Estes Park-
way, High Street and Mob-
berly Avenue.

To meet a goal in the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan, city 
leaders intend to build an 
iconic monument along the 
major southern entryway 
into downtown Longview, 

Special to the News-Journal

From left, Ranjit Kodali, I.J. “Pete” Lamothe III and 
Erin Ann Oakes have been nominated for Longview 
Economic Development Corp.’s board of directors.

Withdrawal of U.S. troops 
draws widespread criticism

Forecast: Longview-area 
temps will keep dropping

Finalists for new city 
monument unveiled
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David Retzsch, right, with consulting firm Freese and Nichols, talks Monday with Longview police officer LaDarian 
Brown about a design for a new entryway monument during a public meeting at LeTourneau University.

Make your choice
Residents can view and vote on the two finalists for a new Longview entryway 

monument on the city’s website — www.longviewtexas.gov — as early as today.

tal’ or ‘City Signs’?: Finalists 

LONGVIEW BOND PACKAGE PROJECT

PINEY PORTAL DESIGN

CITY SIGNS DESIGN
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Longview residents are asked to provide input into which of these designs they 
prefer for a new entryway monument.

See LEDCO, Page 3A

See MONUMENT, Page 3A

See SYRIA, Page 3A


