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Minor leagues to 
begin season today
After over a year of empty 
ballparks, fans of minor league 
teams are finally getting 
baseball back. Page 1B

EAST TEXAS/STATE

CEO gives praise to 
local Eastman plant
Mark Costa thanked employees 
Monday for taking ‘proactive 
steps’ during February’s winter 
storm. Page 5A

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.
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EXPANDING THE 
THRESHOLD
Biden on Monday raised the U.S.’s cap on refugee admissions 
to 62,500 this year, after facing backlash for his delay in 
replacing the limit set by Donald Trump. THE NATION, PAGE 2A
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Monday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
2-1-0
Pick 3 day
0-3-4
Pick 3 evening
9-6-6
Pick 3 night
1-8-4

Cash Five
7-18-23-28-30
Texas Two-Step
1-11-12-27
Bonus:20

Morning T-storm.
High of 77.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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BY JO LEE FERGUSON
jferguson@news-journal.com

A bill before the Texas House 
of  Representatives hasn’t stopped 
plans for a new Gap Inc. e-com-
merce and distribution center in 
Longview.

Wayne Mansfiled, president and 
CEO of  the Longview Economic 

Development Corp., said this week 
that Gap is “still moving forward,” 
although not as fast as originally 
expected.

In February, LEDCO, city and 
council officials approved a set of  
incentives to help lure the com-
pany to Longview. The incentives 
are tied to requirements that 
Gap invests $140 million to build 

its 850,000 square foot center in 
Longview and employ a minimum 
average of  255 people in 2022 and 
ramping up to 1,222 by 2026.

House Bill 4072 was filed earlier 
this year to change how companies 
pay sales taxes for online sales. 
Should it become state law, the rev-
enues would go to the city where 
an item is delivered instead of  the 

city where the item was manufac-
tured and shipped. Some of  the in-
centives Gap would receive locally 
are tied to sales tax revenues.

Incentives also include LEDCO 
giving Gap about 142 acres where 
it will build the facility in the 
North Business Park at Judson 

Gap distribution center progress slow
LONGVIEW

BY CHRISTINA CAVAZOS
ccavazos@news-journal.com

Seven Longview cultural arts or-
ganizations could soon get a boost in 
funding that will help them bring vis-
itors to the city for a variety of  events 
planned this year.

“Through this funding we are able 
to continue our programming. This 
grant will help us continue our shows 
and our season,” ArtsView Children’s 
Theatre Executive Director Nathan-
iel Olson said. “With the grant, we 
will be able to do more advertising to 
reach more groups that we haven’t in 
the past. Part of  this grant will allow 
us to do ads outside of  the Longview 
area so we can reach further out into 
East Texas and bring more people into 
Longview.”

ArtsView Children’s Theatre is 
scheduled to receive $30,000 out of  a 

Grants to 
give boost 
to local 
arts groups

LONGVIEW
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A member of The Longview Symphony performs 
at a concert on Feb. 8, 2019 at Longview High 
School’s Mickey Melton Performing Arts Center. 
The symphony could receive the top amount of 
Hotel Occupancy Tax funding from the city of 
Longview going to cultural arts groups.

BY BOBBY CAINA CALVAN 
AND HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH

Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Air trav-
el in the U.S. hit its highest mark 
since COVID-19 took hold more 
than 13 months ago, while Europe-
an Union officials are proposing to 
ease restrictions on visitors to the 
continent as the vaccine sends new 
cases and deaths tumbling in more 

affluent countries.
The improving picture in many 

places contrasts with the worsening 
disaster in India.

In the U.S., the average number 
of  new cases per day fell below 
50,000 for the first time since Oc-
tober. And nearly 1.67 million peo-
ple were screened at U.S. airport 
checkpoints on Sunday, according 

U.S., Europe ease restrictions amid disaster in India
People ride an escalator 
along the Las Vegas Strip 
on April 24 in Las Vegas. Las 
Vegas is bustling again after 
casino capacity limits were 
raised Saturday to 80% and 
person-to-person distancing 
dropped to 3 feet.
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BY SCOTT BRUNNER
sbrunner@news-journal.com

O
ne of  the most famous 
screams from 1990s 
pop culture came 

from the pipes of  a man 
who grew up in Longview — 
and you’ve probably never 
heard of  him.

Kyle Wyatt was 4 when 
he and his family moved to 
Longview from the Dallas 
area in 1972. Roughly two 
decades later, he would 
show up at one of  his first 
acting gigs in New York City 
and scream “Mortal Kom-
bat!” to birth the franchise’s 
signature sound.

Wyatt, speaking via Zoom 
recently as the new “Mor-
tal Kombat” movie began 
playing in theaters, said it 
was maybe his fourth gig in 

NYC after abruptly packing 
up and moving out of  East 
Texas with few plans except 
to act. He said at the time, 
he had no idea what was 
going on.

“I remember we were 
being placed into groups,” 
Wyatt said. “We were part 
of  the background shot. 
That’s what we were told — 
the extras.”

He said the actor-hopefuls 
were told to run around the 
buildings in the Wall Street 
area of  New York, “just 
mob-like,” doing a chaotic 
scene.

Longview man is voice behind epic ‘Mortal Kombat’ scream

Special to the News-Journal

Longview native Kyle Wyatt poses for a photo. Wyatt is the actor behind the iconic Mortal Kombat yell that’s 
become synonymous with the franchise. He is still an actor, though he says acting is no longer what pays 
the bills for him and his family.

BEHIND THE SCREAM

“It was wild because 

when we would see 

these commercials come 

back, and I’d be with a 

buddy or something, I’d 

say, ‘You know that was 

me — I did that.”

Kyle Wyatt
Longview Native
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