
FRIDAY
February 14, 2020

LONGVIEW, TEXAS

A family-owned newspaperr

SENATE LIMITS 
TRUMP ON USE 

OF MILITARY
TAKE TWO, PAGE 2A

GOLDEN GLOVES 
TOURNEY STARTS
East Texas Golden Gloves boxing event  draws boxers of all     
ages from Texas and Louisiana; continues through Saturday.
SPORTS, PAGE 1B

EAST TEXAS/STATE

City denies zoning 
change to auto shop
The Longview City Council 
denied auto shop owner Mahan 
Shabani’s request for a heavy 
commercial rezone. Shabani 
wanted to rezone portions of 
three lots from single family to 
heavy commercial for storage 
of vehicles. Page 5A

Today’s weather
Sunny.

High of 53.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 9A
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Thursday’s lottery
Pick 3 morning
5-6-8
Pick 3 day
0-5-7
Pick 3 evening
9-7-7
Pick 3 night
9-2-1

Cash Five
7-10-13-20-32
Texas Two-Step
5-11-14-28
Bonus: 27

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications 
to Editor Richard Brack at (903) 
237-7759. Sports corrections can 
be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

news-journal.com

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 6-10 a.m.

Monday through Saturday,
7-10 a.m. Sunday for

customer service if your
newspaper does not arrive.

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.
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BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

In one week, Kristie Brian will 
retire from her full-time job at 
Longview Police Department to 
open an insurance office in Winns-
boro.

She might still be seen in badge 
and uniform around Longview 
as a reserve officer, but she will 
no longer be the department’s 
spokeswoman.

After 16 years in law enforce-
ment, as a patrol officer, police 
area representative and a public 
information officer for Longview 

Police Department, Brian is retir-
ing Feb. 21.

She often has been the face 
of  the department and the city 
during significant moments over 
the past decade, from homicides to 
officer-involved shootings.

She also has been of  service out-
side the microphone or camera, 
serving as instructor for Longview 
Teen Court, the Women’s Safety or 
Explorer programs, along with on 
the Gregg County Adult Protec-
tive Services board, among others.

Brian has been a familiar face 
of  security at a number of  events 

BY STACY FERNÁNDEZ
The Texas Tribune

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention has announced the first confirmed 
case in Texas of  a patient contracting the 
new strain of  coronavirus that has led to a 
worldwide epidemic.

The individual who tested positive for the 
new coronavirus, recently named COVID-19 
by the World Health Organization, is isolat-
ed and receiving medical care at a local hos-
pital in San Antonio, Mayor Ron Nirenberg 
said at a Thursday news conference.

The individual was part of  a group that 
was flown to a San Antonio Air Force base 
Feb. 7 on a State Department-chartered 
flight from the Hubei province in China. Of  
the 91 people on the flight, only one showed 
symptoms, Nirenberg said.

The other 90 members in the group are 
considered “at high risk of  having been ex-
posed to this virus,” the CDC said. They are 
subject to a 14-day quarantine on the mili-
tary base and will be released Feb. 20, said 
Capt. Jennifer McQuiston, the deputy direc-
tor of  the center’s Division of  High Conse-
quence Pathogens and Pathology.

“On Feb. 7, the U.S. Department of  Health 
and Human Services began transporting 
American citizens evacuated from the Hu-
bei province of  China, and Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland Air Force base was one 
of  the four designated quarantine sites,” Ni-
renberg said.

Americans evacuated from Hubei prov-
ince arrived at military bases in Texas, 

BY KEN HEDLER
khedler@news-journal.com

Christmas shoppers 
spending more money in 
December than a year ago 
apparently helped to boost 
sales tax proceeds to several 
area jurisdictions, public offi-
cials said.

The higher proceeds show 
up in sales tax disburse-
ments that Texas Comptrol-
ler Glenn Hegar reported he 
is returning this month to 
taxing entities. The increas-
es range from 1.14% in Mar-
shall to 5.87% in Longview to 
47.08% in Gladewater, while 
Kilgore saw its disburse-

ments fall by 12.08% and 
Carthage’s return came in 
12.64% lower than February 
2019.

Gladewater City Manager 
Ricky Tow said Gladewater’s 
jump is thanks to residents 
shopping in the city’s an-
tiques district.

“This is our Christmas-
time push that we do for our 
downtown (antiques) dis-
trict,” Tow said. “And it just 
shows that the citizens came 
down and shopped local.”

Gladewater’s sales tax pro-
ceeds increased this month 
to $151,040 from $102,687 a 
year ago, based on December 
sales.

Hegar reported he will 
send cities, counties, transit 
systems and special purpose 
taxing districts $1.04 billion 
in local sales tax allocations 
for February, 9.4% higher 
than a year ago.

After seeing proceeds drop 
3.19% in January, Gilmer re-
bounded in February with a 
$211,044 allocation, up 16.92% 
from $180,494 a year ago.

More people are going to 
Gilmer to shop, City Manag-
er Greg Hutson said.

“That is obviously the driv-
er,” he said.

December sales were the 

BY JIMMY DANIELL ISAAC
jisaac@news-journal.com

V
eterans across East Texas 
are getting notes of  appre-
ciation for Valentine’s Day 

that are reminiscent of  something 
they often anticipated most during 
military service — mail call.

Students from Pine Tree ISD’s 
Birch Elementary School joined 
Hospice of  East Texas personnel at 
Heritage at Longview Health and 
Rehabilitation center Thursday to 
present student-written thank-you 
letters to veterans who live or work 
at the facility.

‘DO YOUR PART’

Students deliver mail call to 
veterans for Valentine’s Day

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Nevaeh Clugston, 9, of Pine Tree ISD’s Birch Elementary School hands a Valentine’s Day thank-you letter and 
care package to Navy veteran Jerry Alexander during a mail call sponsored by Hospice of East Texas on Thurs-
day at Heritage at Longview Health and Rehabilitation.

Sales tax revenues in area cities
Cities Feb. 2020 Feb. 2019       Pct. change

Longview $3.77 million $3.56 million 5.87
Kilgore $861,657 $980,061 -12.08
White Oak $115,051 $98,029 17.36
Gladewater $151,040 $102,687 47.08
Lakeport $19,862 $17,471 13.68
Henderson $565,368 $558,946 1.14
Overton $35,522 $33,606 5.7
Tatum $32,407 $23,380 38.61
Gilmer $211,044 $180,494 16.92
Ore City $19,652 $17,139 14.66
Hallsville $99,482 $82,502 20.58
Marshall $962,035 $911,543 5.53
Carthage $426,819 $488,613 -12.64
Tyler $4.98 million $4.65 million 7.22
Gregg County $1.83 million $1.61 million 13.39

Holiday shopping surge yields hike in sales tax refunds

Patient with group returning from 
China quarantined in San Antonio

CDC: First 
confirmed 
virus case 
in Texas 

CORONAVIRUS ARRIVES

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photo

Averie McQueary, 9, of Pine Tree ISD’s Birch Elementary School 
hands a Valentine’s Day thank-you letter and care package to 
Marine veteran Edward Roehre during a mail call being held by 
Hospice of East Texas on Thursday at Heritage at Longview Health 
and Rehabilitation.

Longview PD’s familiar face set to retire
Longview Police 
Department 
spokeswoman 
Kristie Brian 
stands for a photo 
Feb. 5 outside 
the Longview 
Police and Courts 
Building. After 
16 years with the 
department, Brian 
will retire Feb. 21.
Les Hassell       
News-Journal Photo

See SALES TAX, Page 3A

See VIRUS, Page 3A
See VETERANS, Page 3A

See BRIAN, Page 3A

Feb. 14, 1990: City environ-
mental health crews cleared 
brush and small trees from 
alleys in the Stamper Park 
neighborhood, part of an 
effort to wipe out havens 
for drug trade. It was part 

of a public-private effort to 
revitalize the neighborhood 

south of City Hall.


