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THE NATION

Infrastructure bill 
fails first vote try
“We have made significant 
progress and are close to a 
final agreement,” the  
bipartisan group of senators 
said in a joint statement after 
the vote. Page 2A

SPORTS

Oklahoma, Texas 
may seek to join SEC
Big 12 powers Texas and 
Oklahoma have reached out to 
the Southeastern Conference 
about potentially joining the 
league according to sources. 
Page 1B

It is the policy of the News-Journal 
to correct errors. Direct requests 
for corrections or clarifications to 
Managing Editor Randy Ferguson 
at (903) 237-7751. Sports correc-
tions can be found in Scoreboard.

Corrections

Want to subscribe?
Have delivery questions?

Call (903) 237-7777
Contact us between 7-10 a.m.
Tuesday through Sunday for 
service if your newspaper 

does not arrive.

THURSDAY
July 22, 2021

What’s inside
Advice.......................................3B
Classifieds.................................5B
Comics ......................................4B
East Texas/State........................5A
Leisure......................................3B
Markets.....................................7A
Obituaries.................................6A

Wednesday’s lottery
Lotto Texas
11-23-30-40-45-48
Cash Five
1-16-21-29-30
Powerball
27-28-44-67-68
Powerball: 11
Power Play: 2

Pick 3 morning
4-6-3
Pick 3 day
5-1-7
Pick 3 evening
2-6-7
Pick 3 night
1-3-4

Album drop
Country music singer Curtis Grimes is releasing new tunes.

    Read about it in @play, Page 8B

Join the conversation
Log in through 
your Facebook 
account and 
then comment 
on almost every 
local story at news-journal.com.

$1.00

Today’s weather
Cloudy, T-storm.

High of 91.

SEVEN-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 7A
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Public health officials 
again are encouraging East 
Texans to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 as new 
cases in the past week — 
consisting largely of  a high-
ly contagious variant — in-
creased at levels not seen in 
six months.

Northeast Texas Public 
Health District spokesman 

Terrence Ates said the past 
week saw the highest jump 
in new cases since January 
in each of  the seven coun-
ties for which the district 
provides disease surveil-
lance.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

T
he Longview 
Public Library 
closed its Sum-
mer Reading 

Club in style Wednes-
day during the annual 
end party.

Along 
with 
games, 
food and 
more for 
children, 
parents 
went home 
with free school sup-
plies.

The annual event 
usually is held at the 
branch library at the 
Broughton Recreation 
Center, but it was 
moved outside the main 
library on West Cotton 
Street because of  reno-
vations at Broughton.

In 2020, the library 
shifted its Summer Read-
ing Club to an entirely 
virtual program because 
of  COVID-19 concerns. 
This year, the program 
offered a mixture of  
in-person and online 
activities, including 
storytimes and concerts 
at the Longview Arbore-
tum and Nature Center.

For information about 
library events and activi-
ties, go to longviewtexas.
gov/3888/Library .

BY MARY CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi on 
Wednesday rejected two Re-
publicans 
tapped by 
House GOP 
leader Kev-
in McCa-
rthy to sit 
on a com-
mittee in-
vestigating 
the Jan. 6 
Capitol in-
surrection, 
a decision the Republican 
denounced as “an egregious 
abuse of  power.”

McCarthy said the GOP 
won’t participate in the in-
vestigation if  Democrats 
won’t accept the members 
he appointed.

Pelosi cited the “integri-
ty” of  the probe in refusing 
to accept the appointments 
of  Indiana Rep. Jim Banks, 
picked by McCarthy to be 
the top Republican on the 
panel, or Ohio Rep. Jim Jor-
dan. The two men are allies 
of  former President Donald 
Trump, whose supporters 
laid siege to the Capitol that 
day and interrupted the cer-
tification of  President Joe 
Biden’s win. Both of  them 
voted to overturn the elec-
tion results in the hours af-
ter the riot.

Democrats have said the 
investigation will go on 
whether the Republicans 
participate or not, as Pe-
losi has already appointed 
eight of  the 13 members — 
including Republican Rep. 
Liz Cheney of  Wyoming, 
a Trump critic — and that 
gives them a bipartisan quo-
rum to proceed, according to 
committee rules.

Pelosi said she had spoken 
with McCarthy and told him 
that she would reject the two 
names.

“With respect for the in-
tegrity of  the investigation, 
with an insistence on the 
truth and with concern 
about statements made 
and actions taken by these 
members, I must reject the 

New Gregg County numbers at 6-month high

CLOSING A CHAPTER
Longview Public Library ends Summer Reading Club with party

Michael Cavazos/News-Journal Photos

Cypress Cohn, 4, shoots a water gun at plastic bottles Wednesday during the Summer Reading Club end party at the 
Longview Public Library.

X’Riaye Washington, 8, plays in the bubbles Wednesday during the Summer Reading 
Club end party at the Longview Public Library.

 
 
 
 
 
 
Adler Wilder, 5, 
draws on the 
pavement with 
chalk Wednesday 
during the  
Summer Reading 
Club end party 
at the Longview 
Public Library.

Pelosi 
blocks 
Trump  
allies 

U.S. Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy

BY PATRICK SVITEK
The Texas Tribune

Gov. Greg Abbott says 
he will not impose another 
statewide mask mandate, de-
spite COVID-19 cases being 
on the rise again.

“There will be no mask 
mandate imposed, and the 
reasons for that are very 
clear,” Abbott told KPRC-
TV in Houston on Tuesday. 
“There are so many people 

who have 
i m m u -
nities to 
C O V I D , 
whether it 
be through 
the vac-
cination, 
whether it 
be through 
their own 
exposure 
and their recovery from it, 
which would be acquired im-

munity.”
It would be “inappropri-

ate to require people who 
already have immunity to 
wear a mask,” he said.

During a news conference 
Wednesday in Houston, Ab-
bott went further and ex-
pressed blanket resistance 
to any new restrictions 
to fight the virus. He said 
Texas is “past the time of  

Abbott says he won’t impose new mask mandate 

Gov.  
Greg Abbott
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East Texas Oil Museum, 1301 S. Henderson 

Blvd., Kilgore. Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednes-

day-Saturday. Cost: $10 adults, $9 seniors and 

military, $7 children ages 3-12. Information: 903-

983-8295, easttexasoilmuseum.kilgore.edu .

Gregg County Historical Museum, 214 N. 

Fredonia St., Longview. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Tuesday through Friday and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Saturday. Cost: $5 adults, $2 seniors and $1 

children. Information: 903-753-5840, gregghis-

torical.org .

”Vaquero: Genesis of the Texas Cow-

boy,” on display through Sept. 4, East Texas Oil 

Museum at Kilgore College, 1301 S. Henderson 

Blvd., Kilgore. Featuring 62 carbon photos with 

bilingual narrative text. Photos were taken in 

the early 1970s by Bill Witliff. Museum hours: 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday. Cost: 

$10 adults, $9 seniors and military, $7 children 

ages 3-12. Information: 903-983-8295, easttexa-

soilmuseum.kilgore.edu .

Longview Arboretum and Nature Cen-

ter, 706 W. Cotton St., Longview. Hours: 10 a.m.-

5 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday and noon 

to 5 p.m. Sunday. Cost: Free for members and 

children 6 and younger, $5 general admission, 

$3 for seniors, veterans and police officers. Infor-

mation: http://www.longviewarboretum.org/ .

Longview Museum of Fine Arts, 215 

E. Tyler St., Longview. Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Tuesday through Friday; 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. 

Admission: free for members and $5 for non-

members. Information: 903-753-8103, https://

www.lmfa.org/ .

Gladewater Museum, 116 W. Pacific Ave., 

Gladewater. Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday and 

Saturday. Free admission. Social distancing 

restrictions in place. Information: 903-845-7608.

Texas Broadcast Museum, 416 E. Main 

St., Kilgore, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 

Cost: $6 adults; $5 seniors, students, military, 

first responders; $3 children 3-11. Information: 

texasbroadcastmuseum.com .

ndon Museum, 10690 S. Main St., New 

ndon. Hours: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through 

ost: $5 
 

BY JOHN ANDERSON

janderson@tylerpaper.com

I
t’s been a blessed 2021 for East 

Texas country music star Cur-

tis Grimes with five singles off  

his upcoming album hitting No. 1 

on the Texas Country chart.

The entire album comes out 

Grimes took a moment 

oad to talk 

John Anderson/Tyler Morning Telegraph File Photo 

Country music star Curtis Grimes performs in 2020.
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GOP vows boycott 
after 2 rejected from 
Capitol committee 

See PELOSI, Page 3A

3 JACKSONVILLE MEN CHARGED IN QUADRUPLE HOMICIDE / 5A

Variant pushes spike in virus cases
Inside
■ Editorial: New numbers 
should be dose of reality about 
variant’s spread. Page 4A

See REGION, Page 3A See ABBOTT, Page 3A
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